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Meeting business gets walloped
Slow economy,

increased
competition

cause slowdown.
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■ Conference centers are battling with
a slow economy, increased competition.

BY CARLIE KOLLATH
Business Journal

T
he convention andmeeting
business took it on the chin
during the recession.
In Tupelo alone, the number

of conventions, conferences and semi-
nars has plummeted about 75 percent
from 2008 to 2010.
“It’s tough,” said Phil McKay, gener-
al manager of the Hilton Garden Inn
in Tupelo. “We are beating the bushes
harder than we’ve ever had to find
the piece of business that we haven’t
done yet.
“Everyone is saying we’re in the
middle of a recovery, but I’m not see-
ing it yet,” he said.
Nationally, the industry is experi-
encing some signs of hope, but it’s
still bruised.
Hospitality companies report that
bookings are up from last year, but
companies looking for meeting
places are highly rate-conscious and
value-focused.
Leaders in the meeting industry in

Northeast Mississippi are optimistic
about bookings this year. But they
still have many concerns. Not only
are they facing a tough economy,
they are dealing with a huge influx of
competitors battling for a piece of a
smaller pie.
“We are seeing more competition
from all of the communities,” said
Shari Neely, sales director at the
Hilton Garden Inn and Bancorp-
South Conference Center in Tupelo.
“I think they recognize what a value
tourism is to all of our communities.”
For example, Oxford has a confer-
ence center. Opened in 2004, the Ox-

ford Conference Center competes
with the four-year-old BancorpSouth
Conference Center in Tupelo, along
with the conference center at The
Inn at Ole Miss in Oxford.
Neely also said other cities in the
state, including Natchez, Meridian
and Hattiesburg, have stepped up
their recruiting efforts to snag more
convention and conference business.
And Tupelo and Oxford continue to
compete with casinos, which are
able to significantly discount hotel
room rates because of gaming rev-
enues.
McKay said the BancorpSouth
Conference Center also bumps into
an unexpected network of competi-
tors – churches.
“We lose a lot to churches,” McKay
said.
He said people will call the confer-
ence center looking for space for a
lunch or dinner meeting for about 20
people
But, he said, “There are so many
venues in Tupelo for that. Churches
do it for free.”
Neely and McKay said their focus
now is to find groups that will use
the hotel and the conference center.
Weddings are a segment that has
been doing very well lately, Neely
said.
The wedding business also is
trucking along in Oxford.
“The whole first quarter we’ve got
a lot of bookings and things look
good,” said Hollis Green, director of

the Oxford Conference Center. “We
do a ton of wedding receptions. We’re
booked through mid-April. I wish I
had more Saturdays to do recep-
tions.”
He thinks business will become
even rosier this fall when the 90-
room Hampton Inn opens next door
to the conference center.
“There are a lot of events and con-
ferences that we’d like to go after but
they won’t even consider us because
they don’t want to be shuttled,”
Green said.
Last year when business was slow-
er, Green said the conference staff
got together and brainstormed about
ways to generate business.
“One of our biggest events in our
annual yard sale,” he said. “It’s hard to
imagine 1,200 to 1,500 people show-
ing up for a yard sale but they do.”
Ideally, Green said, he’d like for the
conference center to stick with the tra-
ditional business meeting events, but
he’s not going to turn away business.
“Our goal is a bunch of small
events daily or a 600-700 person
event,” Green said.
He’s seen an uptick in Oxford’s
convention business during the past
few months that he hopes will con-
tinue.
“The last quarter of the year has

been stronger than the last couple of
years,” Green said.

Contact Carlie Kollath at (662) 678-1598
or carlie.kollath@journalinc.com.

PAGE 2 BUSINESS JOURNAL MARCH 2011

Meeting business gets walloped

THE NORTHEAST MISSISSIPPI

Business Journal
AA MMOONNTTHHLLYY PPUUBBLLIICCAATTIIOONN OOFF JJOOUURRNNAALL PPUUBBLLIISSHHIINNGG AANNDD TTHHEE CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY DDEEVVEELLOOPPMMEENNTT FFOOUUNNDDAATTIIOONN

For Subscription Information Call: 1.800.270.2613

D
o
c
u
m
e
n
t
:

E
0
0
2
C
D
F
0
3
0
4
1
1
.
e
p
s
;
P
a
g
e
:

1
;
F
o
r
m
a
t
:
(
2
5
4
.
0
0

x
2
9
5
.
2
7

m
m
)
;
P
l
a
t
e
:

C
o
m
p
o
s
i
t
e
;
D
a
t
e
:

M
a
r

0
2
,

2
0
1
1

1
1
:
2
6
:
5
6
;
J
P
C

7
2

D
P
I



MARCH 2011 NEWSMAKERS PAGE 3

■ Gwen Unruh recently was named
Express associate of the month for Ex-

press Employment
Professionals in
Tupelo.
Unruh, who has

worked for Express
since October, has
been a licensed
practical nurse at
several of North
Mississippi Health
Services’ clinics.

■ James D.Ward, professor of politi-
cal science at Mississippi University
for Women, was elected to the Nation-
al Council of the American Society for
Public Administration.
Ward was elected to the organiza-

tion’s governing body from District 3,
which spans the
Southeast.
He will be

sworn in for a
three-year term at
the ASPA National
Conference March
11-15.
Ward, of Nettle-

ton, is coordinator
of the public ad-

ministration certificate program at
MUW. He also serves on the advisory
board for the master’s program in
public policy and administration at
Mississippi State University.

■ Renee Reid has been named di-
rector of marketing and public rela-
tions for Mississippi Methodist Senior
Services.
She has more than 15 years of ex-

perience in marketing, public rela-
tions and donor relations.
Mississippi Methodist Senior Ser-

vices serves more than 1,700 people
in its 12 independent living, personal
care and skilled nursing care retire-
ment communities.

■ Wesley Webb of Mossy Oak Prop-
erties of Tupelo has been selected as
one of 14 Realtors statewide to par-
ticipate in the Mississippi Association
of Realtors Leadership MAR program
for 2011.
The program’s curriculum combines

individual study, group sessions and
project experience to sharpen the
leadership skills of each participant
and cultivate future association lead-
ership.

■ First American National Bank in
Iuka recently made the following pro-
motions:
• Tommy Chamblee to first vice

president. He is branch manager of
the Fulton offices.
Chamblee has been in banking 11

years and began his career with First
American in 2004.
He received his bachelor’s degree

in business administration with ma-
jors in banking and fnance and gener-
al business at the University of Missis-
sippi. He also is a graduate of the
Southeastern School of Commercial

Lending at Vander-
bilt.
• Linda S. John-

son to assistant
vice president. She
is branch manager
of the Tishomingo
office.
Johnson began

her banking career
with First Ameri-
can in 1988. She
received an asso-
ciate’s degree in
business adminis-
tration from
Northeast Missis-
sippi Community
College.
• Steve

McAnally to first
vice president. He
is assistant credit
administrator.
McAnally has

been in banking
for 19 years and
began his career
with First American
as manager of the
Belmont office in
1994. In 2006, he

transferred to the Iuka office to join
the corporate credit department.
He graduated from the University of

Mississippi with a bachelor’s degree
in business administration with a
major in banking and finance. He is a
graduate of the Mississippi School of
Banking and the Southeastern School
of Consumer and Commercial Lending
at Vanderbilt.

■ Rachel Gulston was chosen as
Franklin Collection
Service’s employee
of the month for
February.
Gulston is a

customer service
representative and
has worked at
Franklin for more
than two years.

■ Katie McMillan, branch manager
of Key Staff Source in Tupelo, recently
received the certified staffing profes-
sional designation from the American
Staffing Association.
McMillan has worked with Key Staff

Source for 11⁄2 years.
The CSP program offers a profes-

sional credential
through comple-
tion of an in-
depth, self-study
course, and an
exam of labor
and employment
law principles and
ethical practices
applicable to the
staffing industry.

The program promotes industry-wide
competency standards through a uni-
form national program.

■ L. F. (Sandy) Sams Jr. and John G.
Wheeler, shareholders in the Tupelo
office of Mitchell, McNutt & Sams,
have been named among the top 50
lawyers in Mississippi, as well as the
top 50 Memphis area attorneys by
the publishers of 2010 Mid-South
Super Lawyers. Sams and Wheeler
were selected among the top 50 in
both categories for the fifth and
fourth times, respectively.
For the fifth year, Sams and Wen-

dell H. Trapp Jr., a shareholder in the
firm’s Corinth office, were among
those chosen from Arkansas, Ten-
nessee and Mississippi in the area of
general litigation. Wheeler also was
selected for the fifth year in the per-
sonal injury defense and medical mal-
practice group.
For the second year, William C.

Murphree was included in the field of
government, cities and municipalities.
For the third year, William C.

Spencer Jr. was named as a Mid-
South Super Lawyers Rising Star in
the transportation practice area.
Scott R. Hendrix was chosen as a

Rising Star in the banking area.
Murphree, Spencer and Hendrix are

shareholders in the firm’s Tupelo of-
fice.

■ Rosamond Posey and Alison Ket-
ner Goodman
have become
shareholders in
the law firm of
Mitchell, McNutt
& Sams.
Posey earned a

Bachelor of Busi-
ness Administra-
tion cum laude
from the University
of Mississippi and
a law degree from
the University of
Mississippi School
of Law. She is an
attorney in the
Oxford office. Her
practice includes
bankruptcy and
creditor’s rights,

business/commercial litigation and

general litigation.
Goodman earned a Bachelor of Arts

degree in Japanese Studies from
Rhodes College and a law degree from
the University of Mississippi School of
Law. She is an attorney in the Tupelo
office, and her practice includes gen-
eral business, corporate and finance
and workers’ compensation.

■ Renasant Bank recently promoted
the following:
• Kevin Chapman to senior execu-

tive vice president and chief corpo-
rate strategy officer.

He joined Re-
nasant’s control
department in
2005. He received
his MBA and
Bachelor of Sci-
ence in account-
ing from Troy
State University.
He also is a li-
censed CPA in Al-
abama.
• James Hayes

to senior vice
president of the IT
department.
Before joining

Renasant in
2003, he was the
director of infor-
mation technology
for Community El-
dercare Services.
Hayes received

his Bachelor of
Business Adminis-
tration from the
University of Mis-
sissippi.
• Thomas

Pound to senior
vice president and
corporate lending
officer.
Before joining

Renasant, he was
a community bank
president for an-
other regional
bank.
Pound earned

a bachelor’s de-
gree from Bel-
haven College. He
also attended the
Graduate School
of Banking at the
University of Wis-
consin and the
Southeastern
School of Com-

mercial Lending.
• Ryan Hutcheson to credit officer.
He has been with Renasant since

May 2004 as a senior credit analyst.
He attended the University of Mis-

sissippi, graduating with a bachelor’s
degree in banking and finance.
• David Wright to vice president

and facilities manager, property man-
agement.
He has been with the bank since

October as facilities director. Before
joining Renasant, he worked for The
McCarty Company Architectural and
Construction Groups.
Wright attended Mississippi State

University, graduating with a master’s
degree from the College of Architec-
ture, Art and Design.

■ Cooper Tire and Rubber Co. re-
cently recognized service anniver-
saries for employees at its Tupelo
plant.
• 25 years: Ray Powell, Mark

Harsin, Scotty Osbirn, Charley Jenkins
and Paula Whitlock.
• 20 years: James Tallie.
• 10 years: Donnie Bumphis,

Robert Shook, Betty Brooks and Rocky
Bishop.
• One year: Dee Sullivan, Latasha

Randle, Aaron Pinkerton, Jeb Ozbim,
Marty Abbott, Lewis Wilbanks, Stephen
Chism, Rodney Hogan, Kyle Flynn,
Danny Swords, Justin Bridgman,
Charles Rogers, Randy Moore, Joshua
Graham, Cody Stanford, Eric Marble,
Andrew Bunch and Jason Loague.

■ Pontotoc native Van Ray has been
named president of the Bank of Yazoo
City. He has been employed by the
bank since 1984.

Ray received his
banking and fi-
nance degree and
MBA from the Uni-
versity of Mississip-
pi. He also gradu-
ated from the LSU
Graduate School of
Banking of the
South and Inde-
pendent Communi-
ty Bankers of Amer-

ica Investment School at Vanderbilt.
He was elected to the bank’s board

of directors in 1993 and has been ex-
ecutive vice president since 1996.

■ The Eat With Us Group, the um-
brella organization that owns Harveys,
Jackson Square Grill, Central Station
Grill, Fairpark Grill, Sweet Peppers
Deli, Bulldog Deli and Park Heights,
recently announced these promotions:
• Aaron Jenkins to general manag-

er for Jackson Square Grill.
• Ryan Silar to chef at Jackson

Square Grill.
• Terry Long to general manager at

Central Station Grill.
The three employees have a com-

bined 15 years working with the Eat
With Us Group.
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T
alked to a travel agent lately?
Yes, they’re still around, even in
the age of the Internet. Like
newspapers, travel agents

haven’t gone the way of the dinosaurs
just yet.
Jeff Lambert, manager and travel
consultant with Global Travel Service
in Tupelo, said the office has been
staying busy with people willing to
travel again.
The buzzword during the recession,
“staycation,” is still around, but people
are venturing out more, he said.
The recession, he added, had the
most impact on travel in 2009.
“It really kicked in then,” he said.
“We thought there would be a sharp
drop, and by the end of the year, even
though it was down, it wasn’t as bad as
we thought it would be. Last year was
better than the year before. If anything,
this year looks like we’re back on
track.”
Walt DisneyWorld in Orlando, Fla.,
is a popular destination as always. And
with Disney recently pulling out all the
stops, including letting kids up to age
nine stay for free, families have been

taking advantage.
And a new Car-
nival cruise ship in
Mobile – the Ela-
tion – has replaced
the well-worn Hol-
iday, eliciting
greater interest
from travelers,
Lambert said.
“But the earlier
you book, the bet-
ter chance you
have of getting a
good deal,” he
added.

Snow skiing also has its fair share of
fans in Northeast Mississippi, with
Steamboat Springs, Colo., the most
popular spot for families.
“But it’s not cheap,” Lambert.

■ ■ ■

Help me help you:As for online
travel sites and greater use of the Inter-
net by travelers to book their own
flights, cruises, tours, etc., Lambert
said it’s a battle he’s had to fight for
years.
“Themedia has really helped the on-

line companies, and if travel agents got
that kind of free advertising, it would
have been great,” he said with a laugh.
“But people don’t realize that
whether they go online or see a travel
agent, you’re going to get the same
price. The online companies are
agents, and we’re agents.
“I can go and let someone do it for
me or I can talk to someone who does
it for a living. I happen to this every
day for a living.”
In other words, Lambert and travel
agents likely can provide a better per-
spective of where you’re going and
what you want to do. All for the same
price.

■ ■ ■

Gulf Shores needs you:One of the
favorite vacation spots for Mississippi-
ans is the Gulf Coast, expecially Gulf
Shores. And Alabama officials say they
needmore visitors after last year.
If youmissed it, state tourism figures
show Alabama’s beaches had amillion
fewer visitors in 2010 than the year be-
fore, a decline attributed to the Gulf oil
spill.
The Alabama tourism department

said the Gulf Coast beaches drew 3.6
million visitors last year, compared
with 4.6 million in 2009. Many of those
who did visit took advantage of deep
discounts.
Leaders say the goal for the state and
for the beach communities is to lure
former visitors back to the shores.
For Spring Break, that’s where we’re
going. Maybe we’ll see some of you
there.

■ ■ ■

Travel more, make more:According
to the Global Business Travel Associa-
tion, U.S. companies should increase
their business travel spending by an
average of 4 percent to optimize their
sales revenue.
In the study that looked at the rela-
tionship between travel spending and
revenue at 900 public companies from
1998 to 2009, the report concluded
that for every $1 strategically invested
in business travel, corporations saw in
increase of $20 in additional gross
profit.

Contact Dennis Seid at (662) 678-1578
or dennis.seid@journalinc.com.
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Travel and tourism could be picking up

Dennis
SEID
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Serving Northeast Mississippi for 27 Years
367 NORTH GLOSTER STREET, TUPELO, MISSISSIPPI

662-844-4530
Pharmacy Dept. e-mail
jimbain@usadrug.com

FAX: 662-844-4537
Mon.-Fri. 9:00-6:00 • Sat. 9:00-1:00

COMPOUNDING
PHARMACY

Nataly Wigginton, PharmD
Compounding Pharmacist

jbrxcompounding@yahoo.com

Monday-Friday 9:00-5:00

• Customized Hormone
Replacement Therapy

• ZRT Saliva Testing

• Veterinary Compounds

• Transdermals, Creams
& Lotions

• Pain Management
Medication

Member of Family
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T
heTupelo-basedMississippi
Hills Heritage Area Alliance
was started as a way to pre-
serve, enhance, interpret and

promote the cultural and heritage as-
sets of the Hills region.
The region is bordered by the Ten-
nessee state line to the north, the Al-
abama state line to the east, State
Highway 14 to the south and Highway
55 to the west.
Reporter Carlie Kollath recently e-
mailed withMHHAA project coordina-
tor Kent Bain to get an update about
the organization.

Q:What’s newwith theMississippiHills Heritage Area Alliance?

A:Staff is working on finalizing de-tails in contracts for the develop-
ment of our management plan and
Heritage Center, both of which are
scheduled to be awarded at the April
boardmeeting.

Q:What is theHeritage Center andwhat’s going onwith it?

A:The HeritageCenterwill present vis-itor information about the 30 coun-
ties in theMississippiHillsNationalHer-
itageArea, aswell as thematic exhibits
covering theCivilWar, Civil Rights, etc.
We anticipate that work will begin

on the center within the next month or
two (inside the Renasant Center for
IDEAs), and we plan to set an opening
date upon completion of the renova-
tions and installation of exhibits.

Q:What are the goals of theMHHAA?

A:This year we are expanding ourmarketing program to include
paid media, both print and electronic.
We are increasing our social network
content and presence, and wemake
routine updates and upgrades to our
website, www.mississippihills.org.
We aim to enlarge our membership
and partnership networks, and devel-
op specific marketing components for
the CivilWar 150th observance.

Q:What have been themost popularitineraries on your site?

A:Not surprisingly, with 2011 begin-ning the four-year sesquicentenni-
al commemoration of the CivilWar, in-
formation related to the war is being
read themost.

Q:Do you have any other itinerariesin the works?

A:With the anticipated increase ininterest about the CivilWar over
the next four years, we will concentrate
on keeping current with related con-
tent about events and attractions per-
taining to the war.
We do see an opportunity to develop
itineraries centered upon culinary and
unique shopping experiences within
the heritage area.

Q:If you had unlimited resources,what would you do to improve
cultural and heritage tourism in the
region?

A:The region’s many compelling sto-ries wouldmake excellent exhibits
in a multimillion dollar state-of-the-art
interpretive center.

Q:What’s your favorite cultural andheritage attraction in the region?
State? Country?

A:The Natchez Trace Parkway is anincredible asset for the region,
state and nation. Stretching along a
444-mile route between Natchez and
Nashville, it has been called one of
America’s greatest treasures.

Q:What cultural/heritage attractionin the region, in your opinion,has
themost potential for growth?

A:Without singling out any individ-ual attraction, our primary ap-
proach is to look for “clusters of signifi-
cance,” and link together sites with
common themes such as music, litera-
ture, architecture, etc.
We work to develop these into pack-
ages that will hopefully have broad ap-
peal to potential visitors.
On a related note, theMississippi
Division of Tourism’s blues, culinary
and country music trails have signifi-
cant potential to increase heritage
tourismwithin our state and region.

Q:Is there anything you’ve foundout about Hills’ culture or her-
itage that has surprised you?

A:Many people still don’t value theirown history or recognize the sig-
nificance of the stories our region has
to offer. We hope to increase local
awareness of the value of our region’s
rich and diverse heritage, and to inter-
pret and promote this heritage to a
broader audience.
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B&B CONCRETE
CO., INC.

email@bbconcrete.com

130 N. Industrial Rd. • Tupelo, MS 38802
842-6312 • Dispatch: 842-6313 • Fax: 842-6327

“Serving North Mississippi Since 1949”

Residential • Commercial • Industrial
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Q&A: Kent Bain

■ Find out more about the organization
via its website, MississippiHills.org

project coordinator for the Mississippi Hills Heritage Area Alliance

COURTESY PHOTO

Kent Bain, left, is project coordinator of the Mississippi Hills Heritage Area Alliance. Bobby King is
the program manager for the organization.
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• Asphalt Paving

• Decorative Paving

• Pavement Maintenance

• Sealing & Striping

(662) 844-2331
“Serving Northeast Mississippi

for over 40 years”

paving company inc.

MurphreeMurphree

www.murphreepaving.com

W
hile attending a confer-
ence in the beautiful
BlackMountains of
North Carolina, I re-

ceived a handout from a former pro-
fessor of the U.S.War College. In fact,
he has taught five members of the
Joints Chiefs of Staff.
I’ve included a list of definitions of
leadership he sharedwith the audience.
See if you prefer one over the others
and then ask yourself, “Why?” This ex-
ercise, often used inmy leadership
seminars, is food for thought.

Leadership is ...
■ Leadership is an invisible strand
as mysterious as it is powerful; it pulls
and it bonds. It is a catalyst that cre-
ates unity out of disorder. Yet it defies
definition. No combination of talents
can guarantee it. No process or train-
ing can create it where the spark does
not exist.

■ The qualities of leadership are
universal; they are found in the poor
and the rich, the humble and the
proud, the commonman and the bril-
liant thinker; they are qualities that
suggest paradox rather than pattern.

But wherever they
are found, leader-
ship makes things
happen.

■ Themost pre-
cious and intangi-
ble quality of lead-
ership is trust – the
confidence that
the one who leads
will act in the best
interest of those
who follow – the
assurance that the
leader will serve

the group without sacrificing the rights
of the individual.

■ Leadership’s imperative is a “sense
of rightness – knowing when to ad-
vance and when to pause, when to
criticize and when to praise, how to
encourage others to excel. From the
leader’s reserves of energy and opti-
mism, followers draw strength. In the
leader’s determination and self-confi-
dence, they find inspiration.

■ In its highest sense, leadership is
integrity. This command by conscience
asserts itself more by commitment and
example than by directive. Integrity
recognizes external obligations, but it

heeds the quiet voice within rather
than the clamor without.
With leadership comes a great deal
of power.With power come tempta-
tions from every angle. Abraham Lin-
coln once said, “If you want to test a
man’s character, give him power.”

■ ■ ■

While attending the Leadership
Summit hosted byThe Orchard Church
here in Tupelo, I heard some amazing
speakers, via satellite, on the topic of
leadership. Oneman in particular ap-
pealed tome. He warned leaders what
can happen if they fall into the trap of
the seven deadly sins of leadership.
Perhaps you’ll find them useful.
It’s called the seven deadly sins of

leadership:
1.Leader tries to do it all. Result:
Burn-out. Leader becomes the bottle-
neck in the organization. Solution:
Delegate.

2.Leader stops growing. Result:
Leaders becomes inflexible, becomes
resistant to change. Solution: Continu-
ous improvement.

3.Leader stops caring. Result: Re-
sentment. Leader resents the very peo-

ple he/she leads and loses passion for
the people and the cause. Solution:
Maintain original passion for work.

4.Leader loses touch with followers.
Result: Aloofness. Leader isolates him-
self from followers. Solution: Always
seek feedback – it is the breakfast of
champions.

5.Leader becomes complacent and
ungrateful. Result: Followers suffer.
Leader starts off as servant and ends
up a celebrity. Solution: Retain attitude
of gratitude and bear fruit.

6.Leader becomes arrogant. Result:
Downfall/destruction.
Leader fails to listen to input of oth-
ers. Solution: Humility and integrity.

7.Leader gets distracted. Result:
With fame comes distraction. Leader
gets distracted by finances, politics,
hobbies and pride. Solution: Be pur-
pose-driven, keep focused, looking
straight ahead with the end inmind.

Deborah Tierce is owner of Tierce Motivational
Training in Tupelo and has a free conference call on
the third Thursday of each month. Contact her at
(662) 790-5331 or deborah@deborahtierce.com.
Readers also can visit deborahtierce.com for more
information.

OPEN FOR BUSINESS
LAFAYETTE COUNTY

Nations’ Best Catering,
My Michelle’s merge
■ OXFORD – My Michelle’s, a provider of home-
cooked meals for families, couples and individu-
als, has partnered with Nations’ Best Catering, a
caterer for special events and dinners, to be-
come a new company at the existing Nations’
Best location at 1308 N. Lamar Blvd.
The new company will have between seven

and 10 part-time employees, Rounsaville said.
My Michelle’s/Nations’ Best Catering is open

10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday through Saturday. My
Michelle’s weekly specials will continue to be of-
fered. For more information, call (662) 236-1512
or visit www.mymichellesoxford.com or www.na-
tionsbestcatering.com.

LEE COUNTY

Malone’s Catfish Express
now open in Saltillo
■ SALTILLO – Malone’s Catfish Express is now
open in Saltillo on Highway 145 in the old gas
station next to the farmer’s market.
Hours are Monday through Saturday 11 a.m. to 7
p.m.
The phone number is (662) 869-2636.
On the menu are catfish plates, with either

catfish fillets or whole catfish, along with butter-
flied shrimp. Fries or a baked potato, plus hush
puppies, come with the dinners.

Pizza Doctor, Sugaree’s
open in Gloster Creek
■ TUPELO – Pizza Doctor and Sugaree’s Bakery
have moved to the Gloster Creek Village in Tupe-
lo.
The two businesses previously were next to

Kroger’s gas station on West Main Street.
Hours for the new location are Monday

through Saturday from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
For more information, call (662) 844-2600 or

visit pizzadrx.com.

Romie’s BBQ opens
in old Rib Cage spot
■ TUPELO – Romie’s BBQ, formerly located on
South Green Street, has moved to the former Rib
Cage location at 206 Troy St. in downtown Tupe-
lo.
Menu items include barbecue nachos, fried

pickles, barbecue quesadillas, wings, burgers,
sandwiches, pulled pork, pulled chicken, ribs, po-
tatoes, salads and desserts.
Hours are 11 a.m. to midnight Monday

through Saturday.
For more information, call (662) 842-5700.

Daily Journal reports

Avoid the pitfalls of leadership

Deborah
TIERCE
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We have three luxury
suites on the second

floor of our recently reno-
vated building located on
the Courthouse Square in

the National Historic
District of

Holly Springs.

132 East College Avenue, Holly Springs, MS
662.252.3686 toll free 1.800.926.3686

www.hollyspringsinn.com

Court Square Inn

Cart Barn Inn @ Yoda Creek is 10 rooms of luxurious
king and queen accommodations. LCD TV, microwave,

refrigerator, wireless internet, full breakfast, back porch
w/swings, courtyard and gazebo overlooking the

Yoda Creek Golf Course.

Stay And Play
Accomadation

On Yoda Creek
Golf Course

74 County Rd. 259 • Bruce, MS 38915
662.983.7829

www.cartbarninn.com

408 Seventh St. South • Columbus, MS
6 6 2 - 2 4 4 - 7 2 3 2

www.cartney-hunthouse.com

BED &
BREAKFAST

709 North
Union Street

Natchez, MS 39120
601-304-5378

www.dshieldsusa.com

ONCE UPON A TIME
long, long ago, the small Mississippi Delta town called

Tunica was being formed. The earliest homes were being
built near the newly constructed railroad. There was a

small cottage built and after many additions and a recent
complete renovation,the Charming Southern Cottage,

ONCE UPON A TIME
BED AND BREAKFAST

was created.

1149 Main St • Tunica, MS
662.363-3217

www.onceuponatimetunica.com

Experience the comfort, charm, and
hospitality of Meador Homestead, one
of the oldest homes in Hattiesburg
where history is surrounded by camellias
and massive crepe myrtles. Meador
Homestead The 1885 hand hewn log
cabin offers a haven of tranquility where
guests are welcome to roam the 3 1/2
acres or rock on the porches to view

glorious sunsets and various wildlife. Easy access from I59 and US Hwy
49, the convention center, downtown
Hattiesburg, Longleaf Trace Recreational
Trail, and university activities are minutes
away.

6775 US Hwy 49 • Hattiesburg, MS
601.268-3236

www.meadorhomestead.com

Mention this ad/coupon with your
reservation request to receive 25%
off your second night of a two night
stay! Redeem coupon at check in.

Meador Homestead The Corners Mansion Inn can host
your retreat, wedding or reunion.
While you relax and catch up with
friends and family, swing from our
porch swings on our front gallery
and feast your eyes on the spec-
tacular views of the Mississippi
River Valley in the distance, we
will plan your vacation in Vicksburg

for you. With 15 Guest Rooms, we have accommodations for 36+ and a full
southern style gourmet breakfast is served each morning in the formal dining
room or glassed in veranda overlooking the gardens behind the circa 1873
home.

The Corners Bed & Breakfast Inn
601 Klein Street, Vicksburg, Mississippi 39180

601.636.7421 • 800.444.7421
info@thecorners.com

1102 Hwy 15 N.
New Albany, MS

539-1035
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Thank you to the
exhibitors who

helped make the
2011 Business to

Business Connection
a great success.

Active DataComm, Inc.
AeroStudio
AFLAC
AT&T
The Attic
BancorpSouth
BNA Bank
BNI
Cellular South
ChamberPlus, Inc.
Comcast Cable
Community Bank
The DJ
DowntownTupelo
Main Street Association
Edible Arrangements
Express Employment
Professionals
FAA Federal Credit Union
Franklin Collection Service
Girl Scouts Heart of the South
Health Link
The Imaging Center
Itawamba Community College
Journal, Inc.
Lamar Advertising
LSI Human Resource
Solutions
Mississippi Employees
Federal Credit Union
Mississippi Radio Group
Mississippi Small Business
Development Center
Mitchell Signs
MSUDivision of Academic
Outreach & Continuing
Education
Mybesco.com
NEMS Contract Procurement
Center, Inc.
New Beginnings Adoption
and Family Services
NMMCI-WORK LINK
Pro Oil Inc. (Xpress Lube)
Professional Coffee Service
Renasant Bank
Renasant Center for IDEAs
Servpro of Tupelo
Snyder & Company
Sportsman Lawn & Landscape

Suntronics LEDMessageCenter
Telesouth Communications
Trustmark Bank
Tull Brothers, Inc.
Tupelo Automobile Museum
Tupelo Coca-Cola
BottlingWorks
Tupelo Convention
&Visitors Bureau
Tupelo Radio Broadcasting
U.S. Lawns of Northeast
Mississippi
University of Mississippi
-Tupelo
WTVA-WLOV-WKDH

■ ■ ■

Thank you to the
CDF-member

businesses that
supported the 5th

Annual Taste of Tupelo

Atlanta Bread Co.
The Bakery
Bar-B-Que by Jim
Bishop’s BBQ Grill
Chick-fil-A
(Thompson Square)
Creative Cakes
Downtown Eatery/
Stults Catering
Edible Arrangements
Eli’s BBQ Grill
Fairpark Grill
Great American Cookie
Harvey’s
Hilton Garden Inn/
BancorpSouth
Conference Center
The Home Chef Market
LaVino
Newk’s Express Café
OldVenice Pizza Company
Olive Garden
Park Heights
Professional Coffee Service
Romie’s Grocery
Sweet Peppers Deli
Sweet Treats Bakery
Tellini’s Pasta Market
Tupelo Coca-Cola
BottlingWorks
West End Catering Company

B2B CONNECTION 2011
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Dear Friends,
The 5th Annual Taste of Tupelo and Busi-
ness to Business Connection was a huge suc-
cess. THANKYOU to the exhibitors, restau-
rants, and food service vendors for your par-
ticipation. Your involvement was key to the
success, and we appreciate your support.
Also, thanks to John Lindsey and Deborah
Tierce for presenting two outstanding semi-
nars. Cassandra Moore was the winner of the
iPad, and Earlene Christian and Greg Villaflor
were winners of the $100 gas gift cards.
Congratulations to Beverly Bedford on her
recognition as Ambassador of the Quarter.
Thanks to all our Ambassadors for their service
to CDF. The Ambassadors are volunteers from
the Community Development Foundation
member investors, who work to enhance com-
munication between CDF and its membership.
More importantly, the Ambassadors are vital
links in helping CDF understand the needs of
its membership. Ambassadors are required to
attend events such as First Fridays, Ground-
breakings, Ribbon Cuttings, and any other
functions in support of the Community Devel-
opment Foundation. A major benefit of attend-
ing Ambassador’s Club meetings is the ex-
change of ideas and leads within the Ambas-
sador’s Club membership. For more informa-

tion on the CDF Ambassador’s
Club or to find out how your
business can have an Ambas-
sador, please call 662.842.4521
or e-mail eaddison@cdfms.org.
Are you effectively using so-
cial media in your business?
Do you have questions about
how to start utilizing Facebook,
Twitter, and other social media
outlets? If so, you will not want

to miss the March Business Boxed Lunch &
Learn to be held in the CDF Boardroom on
Thursday, March 10, from 11:45 a.m. to 1:00
p.m. Carey Snyder of Snyder & Company will
present “Social Media: Are You Confused?”
Submit your social media questions to
carey@careysnyder.com byMonday, March 7.
Your questions will fuel the discussion during
the seminar. To reserve your $10 boxed lunch,
please visit www.tupelochamber.com or call
the CDF office at 662.842.4521.
Sincerely,

PAGE 10 CHAMBER CONNECTION MARCH 2011

Chamber focus
45 Wrecker
Service, LLC

Mr. Malcomb Driskell
2113 Hwy 145 N
Saltillo, MS 38866
(662) 871-5039
Automotive

BNI (Business
Networking
International)
Mr. Brad McCully
P.O. Box 2127

Tupelo, MS 38803
(662) 844-6539
Organizations

Cardiothoracic
Surgery Clinic

Ms. Ginger Windham
830 S Gloster St.
Tupelo, MS 38801
(662) 377-7436
Health Care

Carousel Industries
Mr. Trevor Edwards

1000 Ridgeway Loop Rd.
Memphis, TN 38120
(901) 746-5708
Telecommunications

CORT Business
Services

Ms. Mercedes Gaia
3777 Winchester Rd.
Memphis, TN 38118
(901) 365-2560

Furniture

Laura Gray, M.D., P.C.
905 Garfield St.
Tupelo, MS 38801
(662) 842-9677
Physicians
and Surgeons

Mybesco, LLC
Mr. Barry Jaggers
404 Air Park Rd.
Tupelo, MS 38801
(662) 231-4790
Office Supplies &
Equipment

PHI Fabric Warehouse
Ms. Jona Rae Collum
2020 S Gloster St.
Tupelo, MS 38801
(662) 407-0026

Fabric

Renfroe Homebuilders
Mr. Carl Renfroe

2624 Pemberton Ave.
Tupelo, MS 38801
(662) 213-6862
Contractors,
Construction

Companies & Building
Materials

New CDF MEMBERS

Ms. Richelle Anderson................................................Lighthouse Web Dezines
Ms. Veleka Ball ..........................................................CB&S Bank
Ms. Beverly Bedford ..................................................Honda of Tupelo
Ms. Cindy Black ........................................................Prudential 1st Real Estate
Mr. Richard Carleton..................................................Mall at Barnes Crossing
Ms. Shavonne Collier ................................................Renasant Bank
Ms. Molly Crews ........................................................Express Employment Professionals
Ms. Sheila Davis ........................................................PPI, Inc.
Mr. Chris deLambert ..................................................Century 21 Sue Gardner Realty
Ms. Danielle Del Grande............................................Comfort Suites
Ms. Shanelle Gardner ................................................BancorpSouth
Mr. Toby Hedges ......................................................Shelter Insurance
Ms.Waurene Heflin....................................................Crye-Leike Realtors
Mr. Karen Hester........................................................Community Bank
Ms. Dianne Loden......................................................Trustmark Bank
Mr. Tim Long ............................................................Cellular South
Ms. Bea Luckett ........................................................ TRI, Inc. Realtors
Mr. Louis Marascaloco ..............................................M&F Bank
Mr. Ben Martin ..........................................................RE/Max Associates Realtors
Ms. Megan McCarty ..................................................Gibens Creative Group
Mr. Marcus McCoy ....................................................Prudential 1st Real Estate
Mr. Brad McCully ......................................................Sportsman Lawn & Landscape
Mr. Bill McNutt ..........................................................WLM Insurance, LLC
Mr. Scott Medlock ....................................................The McCarty Company
Mr. Paul Mize ............................................................BancorpSouth
Ms. Haley Monaghan ................................................Alliance Collection Service
Ms. Carolyn Moss ......................................................Comfort Inn
Mr. Joe Nobles ..........................................................Tupelo Radio Broadcasting
Ms. Chandra Pannell ................................................Get It There Auto Transportation
Ms. Kara Penny..........................................................Tupelo Convention & Visitors Bureau
Mr. Les Perry ..............................................................North Mississippi Medical Center
Ms. Katie Pickens McMillan ......................................Key Staff Source
Ms. Amy Richey..........................................................Amedisys Hospice
Mr. Chris Richburg ....................................................Lamar Advertising
Mr. Greg Thames ......................................................Trustmark Bank
Ms. Dana Thompson..................................................Gentiva Hospice
Ms. Susan Webb ........................................................Room to Room

Board of Directors for 2010-2011
CDF is governed by a 57-member Board of Directors. The Executive Committee is composed
of the CDF Officers and eleven additional members of the Board. CDF’s goals and objectives
are accomplished through the efforts of members appointed to committees operating under
one of CDF’s three divisions: Chamber Division, Economic Development Division, and Planning
and Property Management Division.

2010-2011 Executive Committee
Sue Gardner
Shane Hooper
Octavius Ivy
Pat Jodon
GlennMcCullough

GuyMitchell
Aubrey Patterson
Jane Spain
Buddy Stubbs
MitchWaycaster

R.V. Adams
Mike Armour
Bernard Bean
Ronnie Bell
Charles Bouldin
David Brevard
Gary Carnathan
Mike Clayborne
V.M. Cleveland
Scott Cochran
David Cole
Norma Cother
Tom Foy
L.E. “Bo” Gibens

Gunner Goad
Chauncey Godwin
Lisa Hawkins
David Henson
Reed Hillen
Frank Hodges
Jerry Maxcy
RobinMcGraw
JoeMcKinney
Paul “Buzzy” Mize
Mary Pace
Jim Pate
Mimi Pettit
Greg Pirkle

Fred Pitts
Harry Rayburn
Jack Reed
Scott Reed
Rob Rice
Eddie Richey
Cathy Robertson
Tom Robinson
Mike Scott
Randy Shaver
Barry Smith
Jeff Snyder
David Steele
MaryWerner

Billy Crews, Chairman
David Irwin, First Vice Chairman
David Copenhaver, SecondVice Chairman
David Rumbarger, President/Secretary
Chris Rogers, Past Chairman

2010-2011 Board of Directors

Community Development Foundation’s
2010-2011 Ambassador’s Club

GREEN

Vice President,
Chamber of Commerce
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After the uncommon snowy winter,
most people are experiencing “spring
fever” and want to enjoy a warmer out-
doors.With spring expected to show up
later this month, plans are already
beingmade for outside activities.
Brent and Eddie Martin, owners of
Martin Golf Cars, know this too well.
Golfers, farmers, and customers of all
ages are beginning to call for new and
used utility vehicles.
For over 25 years, the Martins have
been in business and at their current
location on Air Park Road the last eight
years. It’s second nature to Brent, who
had his first golf car when he was in
the tenth grade. Brent said, “Eddie and
I have always enjoyed the golf car
business. I guess that’s why we've
stuck with it all these years. What’s
amazing to us is the changes in the in-
dustry that have happened so rapidly.
Golf cars are a vital part of our busi-
ness, but the recreational, hunting,
and utility vehicle segments are ex-
ploding.
Having an electric hunting vehicle
allows the hunter to put a lift on his car,
ease out to his stand, and have amuch
better chance of a successful hunt be-
cause the vehicle is somuch quieter
than the gas operated alternatives.
Hunters are not the only ones that
have found the quieter, electric vehi-
cles to assist and contribute to their
successful ventures. Nowadays, you
will see golf cars and utility vehicles
being used at apartment complexes,
schools, farms, andmajor manufac-
turing operations. The ease of travel

and lower cost are just a couple of rea-
sons that maintenance and security
workers at all business types are
trekking around in a golf car instead of
cranking up a gas vehicle.
Another example is the popularity of
“yard vehicles” in neighborhoods. It is
not uncommon to see teenagers driv-
ing to the tennis courts or zipping
through the vicinity because these golf
cars/utility vehicles are more afford-
able andmuch less dangerous than
your gas operated 4-wheelers.
The great advantage to a good used
car, which sells for $2,000 - $3,000, is
that you can customize it: change
color, add beds, windshields, head-
lights, 4-passenger kits, radios, or even
a carry-all that has a heavier bed with
heavier springs. Gas powered cars are
also available for purchase. They have
more power but are not as quiet.
Whether you need a new or used
golf car, yard vehicle, or utility ride,
head out to Martin Golf Cars at 502 Air
Park Road or give them a call at 662-
620-7242. Brent and Eddie will find
the ideal fit for your outdoor needs.

Beverly Bedford has been
named CDF Ambassador of
the Quarter for the third quar-
ter of 2010-2011. The CDF
Ambassadors serve as official
representatives of the Com-
munity Development Foun-
dation and assist the staff by
attending ribbon cuttings and
groundbreakings, recruiting
new CDF members, and par-
ticipating in a member reten-
tion program.
The mother of two and
grandmother of six, Bedford
has served as a CDF Ambas-
sador since 2006. Sixteen rib-
bon cuttings were held this
quarter, of which Bedford at-
tended 14. She also gave her
time during the CDF Job Fair.
Bedford enjoys serving as an
Ambassador because she
benefits from networking
with both other Ambassadors

and the business people that
she meets representing CDF
as an Ambassador.
“I love being a CDF Ambas-
sador because I have contact
with a lot of people that I
would normally not meet.
This is great for me because I
love people and enjoy inter-
acting with them,” said Bed-
ford. “I have met so many
new friends since becoming
an Ambassador and the CDF
staff is wonderful to work
with.”
For over 30 years, Bedford
and her husband Bill have
run Honda of Tupelo, a busi-
ness that they own together. A
staple on Daybrite Drive, the
dealership offers Honda mo-
torcycles, ATVs, scooters, gen-
erators, lawn mowers, motor-
cycle trailers, and weed
eaters. Honda of Tupelo also

carries all types of Honda
parts and accessories, as well
as leather ware, helmets, rain
suits, and boots.
Bedford has served as Vice

Mayor of the City of Saltillo,
where she was an Alderman
for over 22 years. During her
service to the City of Saltillo,
Bedford earned Certified Mu-
nicipal Official status, Ad-
vanced Municipal Certifica-
tion, and Professional Munic-
ipal Certification through the
Mississippi Municipal League.
Bedford was also inducted
into the Mississippi Munici-
pal League Hall of Fame.
For more information on
the CDF Ambassadors Club
or to find out how your busi-
ness can have an Ambas-
sador, please contact Emily
Addison at (662) 842-4521 or
eaddison@cdfms.org.

Bedford named Ambassador of the Quarter

All types of utility vehicles at Martin Golf Cars
“What’s amazing to us is the

changes in the industry that have
happened so rapidly. Golf cars are
a vital part of our business, but the
recreational, hunting, and utility
vehicle segments are exploding.”

Brent Martin

Emily Addison, CDF, presents Beverly Bedford, Honda of Tupelo, with the
Ambassador of the Quarter honor. D
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Reggie Furtick is a licensed pilot and
a certified aerial photographer. He
began his career in photography as a
teenager helping his dad with wed-
dings, portraits, and 50th wedding an-
niversaries. He was skilled in black
and white dark room work in the earli-
er days of film. In the fall of 2007, Reg-
gie took his camera in the airplane
and started taking pictures. That was
the beginning of his aerial photogra-
phy business named AeroStudio.
Oddly enough, AeroStudio is the best-
kept secret in this area because 100%
of his business is from out of town.
Reggie stated, "The need for aerial
photography is here, but the local
folks just don't know it yet. It is here
on a local basis and is very afford-
able." Reggie is certified in aerial pho-
tography, and AeroStudio provides
professional high resolution digital
aerial photography services to busi-
nesses and homeowners in the North
Mississippi,West Tennessee, and
North Alabama areas. From the be-
ginning, most of his work has consist-
ed of construction progress where he
photographs and documents certain
or all phases of the building develop-
ment for all involved in the project.
He provides aerial photos for com-

mercial businesses, real estate, indus-
trial parks, and if a business needs
work out of state, Reggie is networked
with about 400 other aerial photogra-
phers in the Professional Aerial Pho-
tographers Association International
(PAPA) and can get aerial photographs
from other states shipped to him.
He has won several photography
awards, his most recent in September
of last year when he displayed vertical
shots of highway bridges. PAPAmem-
bers from all over competed in a print
competition in Charlotte, NC, and
Reggie secured one of three first place
prizes. He won $1,000 and was pre-
sented the Aesthetics and Impact
Award.
Last year Reggie made air-to-air
photos at the Up, Up, and Away hot air
balloon festival. For safety reasons,
that photo flight was coordinated with
the control tower at the Tupelo Air-
port. Because of the wind, the bal-
loons travel together in the same di-
rection, and the use of telephoto lens
keeps a very safe distance. His most
frequent question is: "Do you fly the

airplane and make pictures at the
same time?" The answer is, "No."
There are two pilots in the airplane on
all photo missions, a commercial pilot
in the right seat who devotes 100% to
flying, and Reggie in the left seat with
the camera.
For affordable aerial photos of real
estate, industrial parks, marinas, con-

struction sites, and other beautiful
scenery, contact Reggie Furtick for
"Your Portrait Studio in the Sky" at
662.554.5199 or visit his website at
www.AeroStudio.biz .
Through the CDF Chamber Advan-
tage, Reggie also gives a 10% discount
off basic aerial photo shoot within 50
miles of Tupelo.
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Portrait studio in the sky

Reggie Furtick is pictured during an aerial photo shoot.
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Did you realize that
nowhere can someone buy a
Mac computer product be-
tween Birmingham andMem-
phis? That problem is about to
change because Computer
Universe is now an Apple au-
thorized service center and
has also been approved to be-
come an Apple Reseller. Com-
puter Universe owners, Joe
Scott, Eddie Scott, and Kelly
Scott have built their business
for the past ten years by man-
ufacturing their own comput-
er systems and reselling
equipment for Dell and Apple.
When Apple surpassed PCs
(Personal Computers) in sales
last year, the Scotts began to
discuss the fact that becoming
an Apple reseller was some-
thing they needed to do in
order to grow and sustain their
business. Kelly Scott stated,
“Ten people a day come into
our business and ask if we
work onMac computers.” The

reality is that the local stu-
dents in schools are now using
aMac and when they get out
of school – what do you think
they are going to buy for their
personal use? Yep, a Mac.
To include Apple to their
product line is a whole new
realm for them. Even though
the 19 employees, who double
as sales people and “techies,”
service over 400 PCs per
month, to add Apple will cer-
tainly increase work load and
traffic into their store.
Eddie Scott gives the credit
for a lot of his success to the
Marine Corp. There he
learned pride, self-respect,
hard work, discipline, and
many of the tools to run a
successful business. After the
Marine Corp, Eddie and his
wife, Kelly, worked for a com-
puter company in Oklahoma
from 1997 to 2001. They
saved their money, came
home in 2001, and opened

Computer Universe in Tupelo.
The Scotts are transforming
the building next door into
the new Apple Store. A com-
bined 12,000 square feet will
house both Computer Uni-
verse and the new Apple Store
with a projected opening date
of March 15 for the Apple
Store. Being an authorized
Apple service center means a
lot of warranty work, service
work, and a lot of focus on re-
tail and local government
work.
Eddie said, “We do a lot of
work for Lee, Monroe, and
Itawamba County Schools.
We supply the hardware for all
the New Albany schools.
When we work for our cus-
tomers, it becomes personal,
and that is why our customers
come back to us.” Visit Com-
puter Universe and the new
Apple Store (opening March
15) at 1139West Main Street
or call 662.844.6991.

Computer Universe approved to be an Apple reseller

Please join us for two
TYP events in March
Business Boxed Lunch & Learn

Thursday, March 10
11:45 a.m. - 1p.m.

“Social Media: Are you confused?”
register at www.tupelochamber.com

■ ■ ■

TYP Networking Event
Barnes and Noble

1000 Barnes Crossing Road
Thursday, March 17
5: 00 -7:00 p.m.

RSVP to typ@cdfms.org

Business Boxed Lunch
& Learn

Thursday, March 10
11:45 a.m. - 1 p.m.

“Social Media:
Are you confused?”
Presented by Carey Snyder,

Snyder & Company
Cost to participate is $10.

To reserve
your spot,
please visit
www.tupelochamber.com
or call the CDF office
at (662) 842-4521.
$10, includes lunch

Pictured are Computer Universe owners Joe Scott, Kelly Scott, and Eddie Scott.

D
o
c
u
m
e
n
t
:

E
0
1
3
C
D
F
0
3
0
4
1
1
.
e
p
s
;
P
a
g
e
:

1
;
F
o
r
m
a
t
:
(
2
5
4
.
0
0

x
2
9
5
.
2
7

m
m
)
;
P
l
a
t
e
:

C
o
m
p
o
s
i
t
e
;
D
a
t
e
:

M
a
r

0
1
,

2
0
1
1

2
1
:
4
4
:
3
8
;
J
P
C

7
2

D
P
I



PAGE 14 CHAMBER CONNECTION MARCH 2011

The NorthMississippi Green
Festival will be held Saturday,
March 19, 2011, from 9 a.m. to
4 p.m. at Ballard Park in Tupe-
lo. Hosted by the Girl Scouts
Heart of the South, the Green
Festival is sponsored by Ten-
nesseeValley Authority and in-
vites families to participate in
activities that explore the
outdoors, promote environ-
mental stewardship, and
build community awareness.
This free, family event is open
to the public. Over 250
booths are available for busi-
nesses, organizations, and
artists.
Jenny H. Jones, Director of
Marketing and Communica-
tions for the Girl Scouts, stat-
ed, “Girl Scouts Heart of the
South and the Yocona Area
Council of Boy Scouts of
America have partnered for
the North Mississippi Green
Festival to offer Girl Scout
and Boy Scout badges,
awards, and belt loops to
earn during the event. The
North Mississippi Green Fes-
tival is a FREE event for fam-
ilies and highlights eco-
friendly activities and infor-
mation to keep our commu-
nities beautiful!”
Some of the events the

guests will enjoy are live
music by The Blues Rangers,
The Energizer Guyz, and local
talent playing throughout the
event, authentic arts and
craft vendors, ecological dis-
plays and events for learning,
ecological theatrical events
such as:Watershed Harmony,
a musical puppet show
teaching water quality, deli-
cious foods and organic
farmers, and jumpers, ar-
cades, climbing walls, and
much more.
In addition to the Girl
Scouts’ event, the Boy Scouts
will host their annual Boy
Scout Distinguished Citizen
Dinner Thursday, March 10.
Mr. Rick Chapman, Yocona
Area Council Scout Executive,
stated, “For his outstanding
achievements and bringing
positive acclaim to the citizens
of Mississippi, theYocona Area
Council is proud to recognize
SamHaskell, formerWorld
Wide Head of Television for
theWilliamMorris Agency,
bestselling author and produc-
er, as its 2011 Distinguished

Citizen.We are also excited to
have former Miss Mississippi,
Mary Donnelly Haskell, and
2011Miss America Teresa
Scalan joining Sam and per-
forming at the dinner.”
The evening begins with a
time of fellowship at 6:15 p.m.
and dinner at 7:00 p.m. at the
Bancorp South Conference
Center in Tupelo. Reservations
are required. This event bene-
fits theYocona Area Council,
Boy Scouts of America.While
at the dinner you will be of-
fered an opportunity to finan-
cially support the Scouting
program in our area.
For reservations or for more
information, please contact
Scout Executive and Dinner
Advisor, Rick Chapman, at
(662) 842-2871 or Jenny Jones
at (662) 844-7577. Support
your local Girl Scouts and Boy
Scouts with one or both of
these events.

A ribbon cutting was held for NAPA
Auto Parts to celebrate their second
anniversary. Pictured on the front row
are: David Rumbarger, CDF; Bobby
Smith, Lee County Supervisor; Michael
Addison, NAPA Auto Parts; Emily Addi-
son, CDF; Councilman Markel Whitting-
ton; Tony White, NAPA Auto Parts; Char-
lie Kinney with Ella Kinney, NAPA Auto
Parts; Courtney Kinney with Reese Kin-
ney, NAPA Auto Parts; and Tommy
Green, CDF. Pictured on the back row
with CDF Ambassadors are Ray Bar-
nett, NAPA Auto Parts; and Jay Robert-
son, Tom’s Automotive. NAPA Auto Parts
is located at 898 Harmony Lane in Tu-
pelo and can be reached at (662)
842-4521.

Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts hosting March events

CDF Annual Meeting
Thursday,May 5, 2011

NAPA AUTO PARTS

April First Friday
Please join us for First Friday

April 1 at 7 a.m.
Mall at Barnes Crossing Food Court

Guest speaker:
Mr. Les Range, Executive Director

Mississippi Department of Employment Security

Sponsor: Magnolia Business Centre
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Pictured (left to right) are Janice Coleman, Representative Steve Holland, Patsy Harris, Sena-
tor Jack Gordon, Councilman Fred Pitts, CAL TV Award recipient Patty Anaya Giner, V.M. Cleve-
land, Adam Cleveland, David Rumbarger, and Neal McCoy.

The Tupelo Young Professionals enjoyed the poetry writing session with poet Glenis Redmond for
their February meeting.

FEBRUARY TUPELO YOUNG PROFESSIONALS

The Spring 2011 Tupelo Furniture Market presented the National Buyer Ap-
preciation Award to Cal TV, Inc., headquartered in El Paso, Texas. This award
recognizes those furniture industry retailers and their buyers who have consis-
tently supported the State’s furniture industry and the biannual Tupelo Furni-
ture Market. This award is the premier honor bestowed in connection with the
Tupelo Furniture Market by the Tupelo Furniture Marketing Association.

Cal TV, Inc. awarded National Buyer Appreciation
Award during Spring Furniture Market

BUSINESS ROUNDTABLE
The CDF Business Roundtable will meetWednesday,
March 23 at 4 p.m. in the CDF Boardroom. For more
information or to appear on the agenda, please contact
Emily Addison at (662) 842-4521 or eaddison@cdfms.org.
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Advice from our Lawn and Garden Members
With spring just around the corner, some of our lawn and garden members share

some very helpful tips for your outdoor gardening and landscaping.

Can you design,install and maintain a landscape?
Yes, we can design, install, andmaintain a
landscape for your home.We can start with your
ideas or come up with our own for your land-
scape needs. Then we install your landscape

area according
to the ideas
created. After
all that fun
work is done
comes keeping

it that way.We canmaintain your landscape and
keep it looking like the show place you envi-
sioned.

Registered Landscape Architects, Pete Poland
and EllenHarrison, provide comprehensive plan-
ning, design and construction administration

services for residential,
commercial, industrial,
andmunicipal projects.

Landscape Architec-
ture Tip: The time to
plan is now. If you have
a landscape project in
mind, it is best to begin
developing a plan early.
A well-developed plan is

the first step to a successful outdoor space.
Forecast: Rainwater Harvesting Systems. An
innovative method to provide sustainable irriga-
tion solutions. Rainwater harvesting systems
can be designed to fit any size site.

“Time to” tips:
... plant fruit tree and bushes, shade trees,
deciduous flowering shrubs
... feed roses and begin fungus control spraying
... feed fruit trees & shrubs and continue with
spray programs
... plant perennials
... feed perennials
... pre-emerge and feed lawns
... feed trees and deciduous shrubs
... prepare beds for later spring annual plantings
... weed removal in established planting beds
Specific questions? Come on in for the answer.

A beauti-
ful land-
scape de-
mands at-
tention to
detail and
a powerful
MM 55 or

MM55 C-E STIHLYARD
BOSS®. Check out this
yard care system from
STIHL.
Professional landscapers

andmaster gardeners can count
on these high-performance,
lightweight, powerful products.
But their incredible versatility also
makes them a great tool to have
around the house. These yard care
systems from STIHL feature a uni-
versal powerhead, and they work
with several optional attachments

that let you do awide variety of landscaping and
gardening chores. The STIHLYARDBOSS®ma-
chines are compact and balancedwith a stream-
lined ergonomic handle design. The folding han-
dlesmake it easy to transport and store.
STIHL optional attachments let you cultivate,
dethatch, edge, aerate, and sweep up large out-
door debris.

Now is theperfect timeof year for pruningCrape
Myrtle trees, trimmingMonkeyGrass,mulching,
and springpre-emerge treatments. These services

not only are instrumental in
enhancing the appearanceof
your landscapeduring the re-
mainder ofwinter, but they are
key services that help to ensure
aprosperous andhealthy land-
scape throughout the remain-
der of the year. U.S. Lawns is
eager tomake your landscape
the "Talk of theTown," andour
success is achievedwhenwe
help our clients succeed.
■ Turf Pre-emerge:With

temperatures soon to rise, this will cause those
pesky spring annual weeds to germinate and
disrupt your turf appearance. Spring pre-emer-
gent helps to control the germination of weeds
and keep your lawn weed-free all year long. We
are now starting to schedule spring turf pre-
emergent within the next couple of weeks.
■ Seasonal Color:Right now is the time to be
selecting your seasonal color choices for spring
flowers or looking to add a bed for spring color.
We are connected to local growers that supply us
with an extensive color selection, and our staff
can sit down to discuss seasonal design, installa-
tion, andmaintenance in order to give your
landscape that splash to separate your land-
scape from your neighbors.

Lime Application and Aeration
■Here are just a few lime application benefits:
• increases fertilizer effectiveness
• acts as a natural irritant to insects
• helps to balance soil pH
• creates better soil structure

■Core aeration benefits:
• helps prevent thatch build up
• improves penetration of fertilizer and lime

Spring is a time when people think of garden-
ing and setting out plants. As you visit your lo-
cally owned trusted garden center to purchase

young trees, please seek
guidance in regards to
proper pruning tech-
niques. Every cut made
to a young tree has the
potential to adversely
affect the tree for years
to come. Please consid-

er the following suggestions when pruning
young trees.

■ Limit pruning at the time of planting to cor-
rective pruning by removing torn or broken
branches. Branches that are touching and rub-
bing against each other should be removed. Re-
move co-dominant stems that can lead to struc-
tural weakness as the tree matures.

■ Leaving lower lateral branches unpruned
for a period of time can help the trunk caliper
and root system develop quicker than plants
pruned at the time of planting. Leaving these
temporary branches will also help protect the
trunk from sun andmechanical injury.

David Fulgham – (662) 255.5127
ISA Certified Arborist #SO-5802-A

Preparing your lawn for spring
■ Thatch:Dethatching andmowing your
lawn low inMarch will aid in early green up.
After the first mowing, you can return your

mower to the desired
height. Suggested
heights: Bermuda 1-2
inches; Zoysia, St. Augus-
tine, & Centipede 1.5-2.5
inches; and Fescue 2-4
inches.

■ Weed Control:Now
is the time to apply a pre-
ventative weed control

for summer weeds and spray a post emerge on
the Spring weeds that are up.

■ Water:As weather dictates, you shouldn't
usually begin watering until May. Keeping
lawns too wet promotes troublesome weeds like
nutsedge and buttonweed as well as mold and
algae.

■ Core Aeration: Spring is the best time to
aerate your lawn and receive its benefits of loos-
ening compacted soils, water absorption is im-
proved, grass roots are stimulated, lawn re-
sponse improves to fertilizers, and reduces
thatch.

■ Insect Controls: Spring is the time to put
out preventative insecticides for fire ants and
grubs.

“QUALITY PLANTS & SERVICE SINCE 1953”
339 COLEY ROAD, TUPELO • 842-4194
Monday thru Saturday 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Mid South Nursery

(662) 534-7447

(662) 844-0308
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S
tarting a business is an exciting
venture, whether it is an operat-
ing enterprise or an investment
vehicle. The owner has many

business issues to address and decide,
from location of the business to mar-
keting, budgeting and insurance.
One item that many business own-
ers don’t spend adequate time thinking
about is the structure of their business.
But the owner needs to understand the
benefits and risks involved in the vari-
ous business structures in order to or-
ganize his or her business in the best
manner, given the nature of the busi-
ness and the owner’s tolerance for risk.
The four basic business structures
are a sole proprietorship, a general
partnership, a corporation and a limit-
ed liability company. There are other
types of legal formations – joint ven-
tures, limited liability partnerships,
subchapter “S” corporations and
trusts, to name a few – but due to
space limitations, I will discuss the ad-
vantages and drawbacks of only the
four basic structures.
Business formations and the appli-
cable laws and regulations governing
them are creations of state law. As
such, each state has its own particular-
ities regarding formation, governance,
taxation and regulation.

■ Sole proprietorships require no
formal organization inMississippi. If
you are in business for yourself, then
you would be operating as a sole pro-
prietor.
The obvious advantages are that op-
erating as a sole proprietor is cost-ef-
fective and easy to do. The disadvan-
tage is that all personal assets of the
proprietor are at risk if a lawsuit is filed
against the proprietor/business, since
Mississippi does not recognize the sole
proprietorship as an entity distinct
from its owner.

■ A general partnership is defined
inMississippi as an association of two
or more persons who carry on as co-
owners of a business for profit. As with
a sole proprietorship, no formal organ-
ization is required. A partnership
agreement among the partners may be
written or oral, but partners should
have a clearly drafted partnership
agreement to specify each partner’s
rights and duties.
The advantages of a general partner-
ship is that it is cost-effective and easy
to do.
The disadvantages of a general part-
nership are that disputes among part-
ners regarding their roles and authori-
ty within the partnership often put the
continued operation of a partnership
in jeopardy, and all personal assets of
the partners are at risk if a lawsuit is
filed against the partners/partnership,
sinceMississippi does not recognize

the general part-
nership as an enti-
ty distinct from the
partners.

■ A corporation
is a formal organi-
zation governed by
theMississippi
Business Corpora-
tion Act. Articles of
Incorporation
must be properly
completed, signed
and filed, along
with the required

filing fee, with theMississippi Secre-
tary of State’s office. The act requires
that initial bylaws (the document gov-
erning the organization and functional
operation of the company) be adopted
by the incorporators or the board of di-
rectors.
The advantages of a corporation are:
1. People and other companies like
conducting business with corporations
because they understand what a cor-
poration is and, right or wrong, many
people assume that the
organizers/shareholders of a corpora-
tion have a thoughtful and organized
approach to the business.
2. Mississippi recognizes the corpo-
ration as an entity separate from its
owners/shareholders and, provided
that formalities are observed and fol-
lowed, the owners/shareholders do
not risk their personal assets if the cor-
poration is sued.
The disadvantages of a corporation
are:
1. It is more costly to organize than a
sole proprietorship or partnership.
2. Certain formalities must be ob-
served to qualify for limited liability.
3. A subchapter “C” corporation,
which is what most corporations are
typically designated, is subject to taxa-
tion.

■ A limited liability company, or
LLC, is also a formal organization re-
quiring certain formalities. The Re-
visedMississippi Limited Liability
Company Act went into effect on Jan. 1
and significantly changed the prior
limited liability company act. A Certifi-
cate of Formationmust be properly
completed, signed and filed, along
with the required filing fee, with the
Secretary of State’s office. An operating
agreement (the agreement governing
the organization and functional opera-
tion of the company) may be written
or oral, but members of the limited lia-
bility company should have a clearly
drafted operating agreement to specify
the rights and duties of the members.
The advantages of an LLC are:
1. People and other businesses un-
derstand what it is, giving them com-
fort in transacting business with it.

2. Mississippi recognizes it as an en-
tity separate from its owners/members
and, provided that limited liability is
elected and formalities are observed
and followed, the owners/members do
not risk their personal assets if the LLC
is sued.
3. It can be formed to operate in a
variety of ways, giving it more flexibili-

ty than a corporation.
4. Limited liability companies have
flexibility in their taxation designation.
The disadvantages of a limited liabil-
ity company are that it is more costly
to organize than a sole proprietorship
or partnership, and certain formalities
must be observed to qualify for limited
liability.
Also, federal and state securities laws
must be observed when offering a se-
curity, which is broadly defined and
will include stock in a corporation and
membership interest in an LLC. Viola-
tion of securities laws carries both civil
and criminal penalties, so observance
of those laws is critical to the forma-
tion of any business venture.
There are many other issues to ad-
dress when starting a business. This
column contains only an overview of
the basic business structures. You
should always seek the counsel of a
knowledgeable attorney and account-
ant when establishing a business.

Bill Turner is a business law attorney and the princi-
pal of William F. (Bill) Turner Law PLLC in Oxford. He is
licensed to practice law in Mississippi, Tennessee,
New York and Washington, DC. Contact him at (662)
234-8137 or bturner@billturnerlaw.com.
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GET YOUR COMPANY OFF THE BOTTLE
5 reasons to switch to Culligan bottle-free® water coolers.

1Bottle-free
is hassle-free.

You’ll never run out of water, and you
won’t miss reconciling invoices, bottle
deposit returns and other paperwork.

2 It’s more
sanitary.

No bottles mean no germs on bottle
necks, no dust, and fewer places for
bacteria and algae to grow.

3 No more lifting
42-lb. bottles.

Prevent injuries, eliminate spillage,
and free up your storage space.

5You’ll save
money.

Culligan bottle-free water coolers
start at less than $1 per day.

4 It’s better for
the environment.

Bottle-free water coolers reduce
our reliance on oil and keep
plastic out of landfills.

BOTTLE-FREE IS COOLER®

100 South Gloster, Crosstown–Tupelo
662-842-1072www.waterdepotoftupelo.com

Call Today for a
Business Journal Special...

FREE INSTALL!
And ask about the CDF
Chamber Advantage.

Each type of business has advantages, drawbacks

Bill
TURNER

Many business owners don’t
spend adequate time think-
ing about is the structure of
their business. But the
owner needs to understand
the benefits and risks in-
volved in the various business
structures in order to organ-
ize his or her business in the
best manner, given the nature
of the business and the
owner’s tolerance for risk.
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LEE COUNTY

CDF to host Incoterms
seminar series March 8
■ TUPELO – The Mississippi World Trade Cen-
ter, Mississippi Development Authority and the
Mississippi Export Assistance Center will have a
seminar on March 8 from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. to
review the key provisions in the new edition of
Incoterms.
The first changes to Incoterms in 10 years

went into effect on Jan. 1.
The seminar is $75 per person.
For more information, call (601) 353-0909

or e-mail aatkins@mswtc.org.

OKTIBBEHA COUNTY

MSU to host furniture
manufacturing summit
■ STARKVILLE – Mississippi State University’s
Franklin Furniture Institute will host the Ameri-
can Home Furnishings Alliance’s 2011 Manu-
facturing Summit on March 9 from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m.
The cost is $89 for AHFA members and

$139 for non-members.
Speakers include Howard Armistead, a

founder and managing director of investment
banking and corporate advisory firm Mann,
Armistead & Epperson; Mary Jean Gates, presi-

dent of environmental services company
ESCOM Inc.; Wanda Land, work force specialist
at the Mississippi Development Authority; Bill
Simmons, managing principal at Dutko World-
wide; and Donald Meurer, director for product
sourcing and development for Flexsteel’s com-
mercial seating division.
For more information or to register, contact

Patricia West at the AHFA at (33)6 884-5000,
ext. 1000 or pwest@ahfa.us.

PRENTISS COUNTY

Northeast to host annual
career fair on April 6
■ BOONEVILLE – Northeast Mississippi Com-
munity College will host its annual career fair
April 6 in Bonner Arnold Coliseum from 9 a.m.
until 2 p.m.
The event is designed to give the college’s

prospective graduates from its 25 career and
technical programs opportunities to present re-
sumes to area employers, set up interviews
and possibly line up jobs following graduation.
Allied health, business-related, industrial

and skilled-trade graduate candidates will be
in attendance.
For information on how to register a busi-

ness or industry for the career fair, call (800)
555-2154, ext. 7312, or e-
mailtjbullard@nemcc.edu.

Daily Journal reports
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O
neof the biggest news items
in the world of computing is
the recent victory of IBM’s
Watson computer system

over two human opponents on the
Jeopardy game show.Watson’s score
was $77,147, far ahead of the humans,
who scored $24,000 and $21,600.
It’s no wonder. According to IBM,
Watson is “a cluster of ninety IBM
Power 750 servers – plus additional

I/O, network and
cluster controller
nodes in 10 racks –
with a total of
2880 Power7
processor cores
and 16 terabytes
of RAM. Each
Power 750 server
uses a 3.5 GHz
Power7 eight core
processor, with
four threads per
core.”Watson ran
IBM’s DeepQA
software under
SUSE Linux.
In other words,

the humans were outclassed.
But according to IBM, the real win-
ner was humankind. IBM says that a
computer that can compete on Jeop-
ardy could be immensely valuable in
areas such as science, finance and
health care. On theWatson website,
IBM says “the goal is to have comput-
ers start to interact in natural human
terms across a range of applications
and processes, understanding the
questions that humans ask and pro-
viding answers that humans can un-
derstand and justify.”
In other words, IBMwill incorporate

the technology underlyingWatson into
marketable products.What will that
mean for us?
First, now that computers can
process natural languages, some of the
jobs that now require humans will be
assigned to computers. You can see
this as a loss of jobs in an already de-
pressed economy, but I don’t think
that’s the best way to look at it. People
have beenmaking all sorts of ma-
chines for a long time, and I think
we’re the better for it. I wouldn’t trade
bulldozers and track hoes for armies of
men with shovels. And I like the fact
that vendingmachines sell me goods
when I want them, any time of day or
night, rather than during business
hours only.
Second, not only canmachines do

jobs that humans once had to do, ma-
chines can often do them better than
humans can.When I was a kid, my
mother calculated payroll for Hunter-
Sadler. Today one computer takes less
than a second to do the work she and
her coworkers did in 40 hours.
Third, machines alter the way we
live. Can you imagine life without cell
phones or the Internet? In the near fu-
ture, we won’t be able to imagine a
world without computers that process
natural human languages.
Fourth, nomatter what machines,
including computers, are engineered
to do, they never will replace humans.
Doctors will soon have access to sys-
tems that take patient information –
medical history, current symptoms,
vital signs, etc. – and return a report
showing possible diagnoses. The doc-
tor will consider the computer’s find-
ings, but the doctor will make the final
diagnosis.
Every fewmonths I receive a tele-
phone call from a telemarketer who
represents a company with which I
have done business. I suspect, but
cannot prove, that the telemarketer is
a computer. He sounds like a human.
He even stammers occasionally. But
something is odd about him. Maybe
it’s the way he pauses more than I
would expect before his turn to speak.
IBM is not the only company research-
ing natural-language processing.
Maybe one ofWatson’s siblings is al-
ready a part of my life.

Ted Holt is president of BINaRE, a Tupelo-based or-
ganization of professionals interested in the applica-
tion of technology to the workplace. BINaRE wel-
comes new members. For more information, visit
www.binare.org.

Computer’s victory
is a win for humans

Ted
HOLT

TECHTALK

IBM says that a computer
that can compete on Jeop-
ardy could be immensely
valuable in areas such as
science, finance and health
care. ... IBM will incorpo-
rate the technology underly-
ing Watson into marketable
products.

BRIEFING
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Alignments, Brakes, Air Conditioning,
Oil Changes, Transmission Service

FRIENDLY CITY TIRE
534-7671

www.friendlycitytire.com

Where You’re Always #1

Automotive Services

“We Specialize
in Frame Work”

• Insurance Claims Welcome
• Free Estimates
• Body & Paint Repair

1875 Nelle St. Tupelo, MS

RICK’S CHASSIS WORKS

844-0260

Foreign - Domestic

HANKINS SERVICE CENTER

Quality Service
Bennie Hankins - Owner
629 E. President St., Tupelo................842-8733

Major and Minor Repairs
• Domestic and Imports
• Over 25 Years Experience
• Air Conditioning Repairs
• Brakes
• Tune-ups
We accept Visa and Mastercard

Business Directory

With Over 20 Years of Experience With On-Site Auctions,
Stevens Auction Has Set The Standards for Others to Follow

Professional Auction Marketing

www.stevensauction.com

P.O. Box 58 • Aberdeen, MS
We handle any kind of auction or appraisal

NORTH MISSISSIPPI LEADING AUCTION COMPANY

John Dwight Stevens, Auctioneer
Member of MS and National Auctioneers Associations

MS A. L. #349

Jason Lee Shelton
Attorney-At-Law

Shelton & Associates P.A.
218 N. Spring St.
P. O. Box 1362

Tupelo, MS 38802-1362

Fax (662) 841-1941
Email: jshelton@dixie-net.com

Phone (662) 842-5051
Res. (662) 842-5321
Toll Free 1-888-537-5051 • Licensed In Mississippi & Alabama

Attorneys

Auctions

Apartments

“You pay the premiums, you choose the shop.”
www.ratliffbodyandglass.com

Body Repair • Auto Glass •Insurance Claims

365-8245

Ratliff Body
and Glass

Apartment Homes
Nina Sevier, Property Manager

3260 Hwy 145 N. • Tupelo, MS 38804
Ph; (662) 891-5000 • Fax: (662) 891-5292

email: TraceRidge@ecigroups.com

Automotive Services

Auctions

Automotive Commercial VehiclesApartments Automotive Services

Bank

508 Lumpkin Avenue
Tupelo, Mississippi 38801

Telephone: (662) 844-2370
Fax: (662) 844-2345

E-mail: oakcreeka@birch.net
Cheryl Cousin, Manager

Your 5-Star,
A Rated Bank
by Bauer Financial and Weiss Ratings

We take care of your money.

We take care of you.

Cheryl
Cousin

BRAKE & SERVICE REPAIR
• Brakes • Front End

Alignment • Air Conditioning

662-844-1852 • 4006 West Main • Tupelo
Mon-Fri 7:30am - 5:30pm • Sat 7:30am - Noon

OTHER SERVICES INCLUDE STARTERS, TIRES, OIL CHANGES,
BATTERIES, ALTERNATORS, DRIVESHAFTS, AND CUSTOM WHEELS.

Cooper Service

Automotive Services

Automotive Services

1410 SOUTH GLOSTER / TUPELO / 842-3611

Whether you’re hauling or delivery...Call
DWAYNE BLACKMON CHEVROLET

for your commercial vehicle needs!

Bank Of Okolona
Okolona

P.O. Box 306
Okolona, Mississippi 38860

(662) 447-5403

Houston Banking Center
321 W. Madison St.
Houston, Mississippi

(662) 456-3347
www.bankofokolona.com

Bank

Johnny Baldwin - Owner

Bath & Kitchen Design

1717
Bath & Kitchen
Design Studio

Showroom Manager
1717 McCullough Blvd.

Tupelo, MS 38801
662•844•2544

662•840•8555 fax
email:lynn@mthplumbing.com

TOTO JASON ROHL MTI

Bank

Call Robin Barnett today!
662-841-8743

rbarnett@trustmark.com
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Completely Confidential
Free Consultations

Creative Hair Replacement
1443 East Main Street

Tupelo, Mississippi

(662) 842-1222
www.tupelohairloss.com

Industrial

Vinyl Fencing

IVY FENCE CO.
All Types of

Chain Link Fencing

All Types of
Wood Fencing4811 Cliff Gookin • Tupelo, MS

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL – INDUSTRIAL

842-3431

Family Owned & Operated – Est. 1953
Installation/Repairs - All Types of Fencing

FREE ESTIMATES
Ornamental Iron

Family Owned & Operated - Est. 1953
Installation/Repairs - All Types of Fencing

FREE ESTIMATES
Ornamental Iron

Vinyl Fencing

4811 Cliff Gookin • Tupelo, MS

All Types
Chain Link

Fencing

842-3431
Industrial

All Types
Wood

Fencing

RESIDENTIAL-COMMERCIAL- INDUSTRIAL

IVY FENCE CO.

Business Directory

ContractorsCar Rental

662-840-8888
1973 Cliff Gookin Blvd • Tupelo, MS
Nationwide Directory 1-800-272-USAVE (8728) • www.usave.com

10%
•Low daily, weekly & monthly rates
•Free local pick-up
•Late Model cars, Mini & 15 Passenger vans,

Pick-up Trucks & SUVs
•Check out our autos for sale

Cliff Gookin

T
ho
m
as

La
w
nd
al
e

CAR & TRUCK RENTAL

OFF
YOUR RENTAL

Fence

Event Venue

Hair

Insurance

Internet Marketing

INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES
Hancock Insurance Agency

Monthly Rates Available
720 W. Bankhead St.

New Albany

ATV • Life • Health
Annuities • RV • Automobile

Motorcycle • Home
Mobile Home

Medicare Supplements

662-534-2661
Scott Hancock Allen Hancock

Commercial Cleaning Services

Computer Services

Small Business Specialist

767-8733
www.mcfarlingtech.net

• Computer Sales & Service
• Data Backup & Recovery
• Virus & Spyware Removal
• Email / Website Hosting
• Website & Intranet Design
• Network Design & Maintenance
• Secure Wireless Networking
• Windows, Linux & Mac Support

224 Starlyn Ave. New Albany, MS 38652
662-534-4448
Concrete Polishing

Complete Prescription Service
We Accept All Medicare Part D Plans

• Gifts & Fenton Glass
• Tyler Candles
• Aromatique
• Arthur Court
• Lenox & Gorham China

• Adora Dolls &
Lee Middleton Dolls

• Ole Miss & Miss. State
Collegiate Items

210 West Main Street
Okolona, MS (662) 447-5471

Okolona
Drug Co.

Okolona
Drug Co.

Gifts

TThhee GGooooddlleetttt MMaannoorr

221199 NNoorr tthh BBrrooaaddwwaayy •• TTuuppeelloo

Available for Weddings, Receptions, Parties and Meetings
For Information Call 844-2772

Heating & Air

Insulation

For All Your Heating and Air Conditioning Solutions
Serving North Mississippi Since 1989
SERVICE • INSTALLATION • SALES

784 Westmoreland Dr. • Tupelo, MS
Prompt Reliable Service

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

www.loarservicecompany.com

• Servicing All
Makes & Models

• Preventative
Maintenance
and a 10 year
parts and labor
agreement
available

• Industrial

• Commercial

• Residential
• Chillers
• Air Dryers
• Boilers
• Cooling Towers

662-842-6326

Blinds
Budget

Blinds
FREE
In-Home
Consultation
Shutters, Wood Blinds,
Draperies and more!

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned and Operated Franchise

Budget Blinds of Tupelo

Tupelo: 662.823.6455
Oxford: 662.281.0586

cell: 662.380.0958
fax: 662.281.0585

rlloomis@budgetblinds.com

a style for every point of view

Blinds

Cleaning Services

RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL
WEEKLY/BI-WEEKLY

6 6 2 . 8 6 9 . 0 6 3 5
WE MAKE YOUR HOME SPARKLE

Measurable Cleaning • Guaranteed Results

SLAYTON’S
CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION, LLC

CONCRETE POLISHING
Make Old Concrete Look Like New

Licensed • Bonded • Insured
111 Road #1119 • Saltillo, MS 38866

662.869.1766 • 662.869.1766 fax
Jennifer Wren 662.891.0147 cell

Have Shine Will Travel

Specializing in New Construction or Major Remodels

J & M Insulation
Bio Based Foam Insulation
Call For Your FREE Estimate Today!

Commercial & Residential

662-231-5337

Taming the Internet One Click at a Time

Tammy Wise - 419.4982
Call us for more information or learn more here:

www.newcustomerclick.com

Affordable Google 1st Page RESULTS!
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203 Commerce St. • Tupelo, MS • 841-1524 fax
Across from BancorpSouth Arena

Mon. - Wed. 6:00 am - 6:00 pm • Thu. - Sat. 6:00 am - Until

840-8800
breakfast

6:00 - 10:00 aM

WE Roast,
You Boast

Now Open at Mall at Barnes
Crossing Food Court • 690-8009

Dinning • Carryout
• Catering

Business Directory

662-842-1120

Bronzie Morgan
Relocation Specialist

Call for a Free Estimate

“The Morgan Family has been moving
families like yours for over 50 years”

Motorcycles/ATV’s

Moving

Real Estate

Senior Citizen, Military, & Law Enforcement Discount!
When you’re tired of the rest, try the best.

S O N N Y T ’ s
All Your Plumbing & Septic Tank Needs
24-Hour Service • 662-871-5693

Specialize in: Remodels • Re-pipes • Sewer Replacements • Drain-Cleaning

NEW
TROY LUNCEFORD

Sewer video
Inspection with
color & pinpoint

location! Licensed, Bonded and Insured
(State Certified) Master Plumber and Septic Tank Installer

Pet Grooming

Restaurant

REALTORS

Emma Lou Clingan
REALTOR®

Buying or Selling • Service with a Smile!

Office: (662) 680-9355
Cell: (662) 610-3163
Fax: (901) 257-9157

emmalou.clingan@crye-leike.com
1289 North Gloster Street, Suite A

Tupelo, MS 38804
www.crye-leike.com

Refer me to your friends!

Power Sweepers

Plumbing

Real Estate

Jimmy Langley Appraisal Service
1218 West Main St.
P.O. Box 1101
Tupelo, MS 38801

Business (662) 844-4624
Home (662) 844-5258
Fax (662) 844-4625
Cell (662) 255-6154Land and Residential

State Certified Residential
Real Estate Appraiser
#RA-191

Jimmy Langley

Plumbing

Paint

Metal Building & Roofing

, PA
Comprehensive Medical Care
For Your Family or Business
Appointments & Walk-Ins Welcome

1154 Cross Creek Dr.
(Next to Home Depot)

840-8010

Mon.-Fri. 8 - 6:30
Sat. 9-6
Sun. 1 - 6

Lee Wallace, CFNP
David W. Bell, MD

Medical

Locksmith

Pest Control

RH PLUMBING, INC.

Commercial Plumbing, Gas & Industrial Piping

Thank you for choosing RH Plumbing. We appreciate your business

RICHARD HANLON
(662) 447-3213

P.O. BOX 417
Okolona, MS 38860

1411 N. Coley Rd. • Tupelo

844-4955

ALL ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Mon-Fri 7:30 am - 6:00 pm
Saturday by Appointment

Walk-In Welcomes
License Pet Groomer

Tracy Dillard

“SINCE 1971”

Quality Pest Control
Guaranteed

Our Extensively Trained Technicians
Are Certified, Uniformed, Picture

Identification, Background Checked
And Drug Screened

662-841-2847
www.jamespestcontrol.com

*If you mention this ad, expires 2/28/11.

Tupelo’s
Only Termite

Detection K-9’s

$50 OFF
Termite Treatment*

$20 OFF
Residential Pest

Control*

• Safes Serviced & Installed
• Locks Installed • Locksets

• Combinations Changed
• Locks Rekeyed

• Lost Keys Replaced
• Master Key Systems
• High Security Keys

MILLER’S SAFE & LOCK SERVICE, INC.

662-842-7720
1219 1⁄2 NELLE ST. • TUPELO, MS

AUTO RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL

NEW & USED SAFES

F-5 POWER CLEANING
SERVICES, LLC

662-871-1643

RESIDENTIAL
• Exterior Cleaning • Low Pressure Chemical Roof Cleaning
• Driveways • Decks • Gutters • Patios • and More

COMMERCIAL
• Store Fronts • Building Exteriors • Concrete Cleaning
• Fleet Vehicles, Heavy Duty Equipment • and More

LICENSED • INSURED
SERVING NORTH MISSISSIPPI
www.f5sweepers.comAll Work

Backed By
100%

Guarantee
Referrals

Provided By
Request

120 Industrial Park Rd., Saltillo, MS

No Job Too Big or Small

662-869-7797

Buy Direct
& Save

• Steel Building • Metal Roofing
• Accessories • Residential
• Commercial • Industrial

We Offer Same
Day Pick-Up

1-888-880-2277
• Parts & Service • New & Used Motorcycles & ATV’s

• Utility Vehicles & Accessories
From Tupelo...Hwy 78 E (exit 7) Take Left...1st Light on Left

Visit our website and shop online 24/7
www.motorsportssuperstore.com
210 Bexar Ave. • Hamilton, AL

Polaris • Suzuki • Yamaha • Sea-Doo • Can-Am

BJ’s Maintenance
Full Service Home Repair & Renovations
• Home Improvements • Home Repairs
• Electrical • Plumbing • A/C
• Commercial & Residential
2210 Crabapple Drive
Tupelo, Mississippi 38801
Office: 662-871-1978
Fax: 662-840-2216

Home Repair
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Weight Loss

www.mediplandiet.com
6172 E. Shelby Drive
Call 901-362-7546

NOW OFFERING:

Lipotropic Injections,
Adipex®–Phentermine®

Xenical®

“Se Habla Español” $25Initial
Visit

Business Directory
Vacuum

Wine & Liquor

1204 North Gloster Street
Tupelo, MS 38804

PH: 662.842.4298FX: 662.842-4376

Windows

Salon Services

Hair Care, Manicures, Pedicures, Facials,
Skin Care, Micro-Dermabrasion, Massage,
Color Analysis & Correction

DAY SPA & SALON

662-844-3734 • 844-6204
2613-A TRACELAND DR. • TUPELO, MS 38801

The Creative TouchThe Creative Touch

Pick Up & Delivery

R. FRED PITTS,
PRESIDENT

506 S. Spring • Tupelo

666622--884444--66116633

17 Years Experience
“Since 1988”

OOFF TTUUPPEELLOO IINNCC

S•A•F•E
STORE

Specializing in Storage For:
Medical Records

• Accounting Records
Legal Records

• Manufacturing Records
Architectural Records

Storage

1-888-880-2277 / 205-921-7777
210 Bexar Avenue • Hamilton, Alabama

Sea Doo Watercraft

otorSportsSuperStore
of Hamilton AL

Visit our website and shop online 24/7
www.motorsportssuperstore.com

Sales Parts Service

Restaurant

Restaurant

Mon.-Thurs. 11-10 • Fri.-Sat. 11-11 • Sun. 12-10

709 S 4th St. • Baldwyn, MS
365-7059

499 Gloster Creek Village,
Tupelo, MS 38801
Phone: (662) 844-4888
Fax: (662) 844-3006

Restaurant

1101 W. Main • Tupelo
842-3774

Party Trays
for all Occasions!

Restaurant Restaurant

Restaurant

Tupelo • Tuesdays 3 - 9 pm • 495 S. Gloster • 680-3354
New Albany • Thursdays 5 - 9 pm • 534-2700

Corinth • Tuesdays 4 - 9 pm • 286-9007

• Max 2 FREE Kids with Adult Entree
• 12 Years and Under

at

• Drink Not Included
• Kid's Menu Only

Catering

Let Us Deliver Your Lunch To You!

• pasta • appetizers
• sandwiches • salads • pizza

504 S. Gloster • Tupelo

620-9955

• Pizza Spaghetti
• Salad Bar • Sandwich

203 Commerce St. • Tupelo, MS • 841-1524 fax
Across from BancorpSouth Arena

Mon. - Wed. 6:00 am - 6:00 pm • Thu. - Sat. 6:00 am - Until

840-8800
breakfast

6:00 - 10:00 aM

WE Roast,
You Boast

Now Open at Mall at Barnes
Crossing Food Court • 690-8009

Dinning • Carryout
• Catering

Window Coverings

www.tupelotint.com
tupelotint@gmail.com

STEVE & TERESSA BRAUN Phil. 4:13

Staffing Services

218 South Gloster Street
Tupelo, MS 38801

CLAY DIAL

Phone (662) 840-5506 (office)
Phone (662) 840-5508 (fax)

Keeping Professional People Looking Professional

795 S. Gloser, Tupelo • (662) 844-4272
2316 Hwy. 45 N. Columbus • (662) 328-7777
1151 D. Frontage Rd. Oxford • (662) 513-0341

www.scrubsandco.com
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