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Farmers hammered

Il Diesel prices are further
stretching farmers, who must also
cope with increased fertilizer,
seed and chemical costs.

BY CARLIE KOLLATH

BUSINESS JOURNAL

Truckers aren’t the only ones
hurting from record diesel
prices — farmers are feeling it,
too.

Granted, farmers use offroad,
dyed diesel in their farm equip-
ment that is 36.55 cents cheaper
per gallon than road diesel, but
with the state’s average diesel
price of $4.63 a gallon early this
month, farmers say the road-tax
waiver isn't helping that much.

“I fueled up the other day and
I didn’t even ask what the price
was,” said Bill Riley, referring to
his on-farm fuel tank that he
uses to gas his equipment. “I
didn’t want to know. It will put it
off a month before I get the bill.”

Toss in fertilizer, seed and
chemical prices that have gone
up by double digit rates or more
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RILEY

WAGGONER

in the past year, and farmers are
facing an even bigger pile of
bills.

“There hasn't been anybody
making any money in the farm-
ing industry in the last five to 10
years, at least not enough to buy
new equipment,” Riley said. He
farms with a 25-year-old tractor,
but he says with a big smile, “it’s
paid for.”

“There’s a misconception,”
said Mississippi State University
Extension Service area agrono-
my agent Charlie Stokes. “The
public is not really educated on
agriculture. They look at the
high commodity prices and
don't really see the high input
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by fuel costs

costs ... People just look at the
price and think that the farmer
is just making a killing. But in
reality, the commodity prices
have just followed the input
prices because they went out
the roof.”

Riley and Lloyd Waggoner
farm 600 acres in the Evergreen
community of Itawamba Coun-
ty. It costs them $300 to $350
per day in fuel for their larger-
size tractor. They fuel up in the
morning, and by 1 p.m., Wag-
goner says the tractor is “hun-

Like many other farmers in
Northeast Mississippi, they are
looking at ways to optimize
their tractor usage so they don't
burn extra fuel.

“We're making one pass with
our sprayer and hoping we
don't have to go back over,”
Riley said.

Piggybacking application
processes also is popular this
season as growers try to con-
serve fuel.

Turn to DIESEL on Page 19

Climbing
diesel prices

are putting

the pinch on
farmers like
Bill Riley of
the Ever-
green com-
munity. On
average, it
takes $300
to $350 for
him to fuel
his tractor
for a day.
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Higher prices don’t translate to richer farmers

fyou thought we had it bad with

gas prices, think about what

farmers are having to pay for

diesel. While they don’t have to
pay the 36.55-cent road tax for their
fuel, farmers are still having the shell
out well north of $4 a gallon.

Farm equipment isn’t exactly
cheap, either - it’s a big capital ex-
pense that, as a farmer, you hope you
can make last.

Fuel costs, not to mention fertilizer
and feed costs, are slicing deeply into
the higher revenue that farmers are
getting from higher prices.

It’s a no-win situation.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture
recently forecast that net farm in-
come will rise 4 percent to more than
$92 billion this year, compared to
$88.7 billion last year. Higher com-
modity prices are powering the in-
crease.

Considering that the average annu-
al net income nationwide over the
past decade has been $61.1 billion,
it’s no wonder some farmers are
giddy about the potential.

For example, corn was about $1.86
a bushel four years ago; today;, it’s
fetching about $6. Soybeans, getting

about $5.88 a
bushel back then,
have doubled.

But farmers
aren’t exactly rak-
ing in the big
bucks after ex-
penses.

Five years ago,
diesel cost about
$1.50 a gallon -
it's nearly three
times that today.
Fertilizer costs
have more than
doubled.

And remember why corn is so high
— the big push for ethanol.

It’s the law of unintended conse-
quences. In an effort to relieve the
demand on petroleum-based fuel,
the government mandated the use of
more ethanol, which means a higher
demand for corn. But corn also is
used for the feed that goes to cows
and chickens.

See the problem?

But demand for oil and gas is as
high as ever - as are their prices.

Consider this: In January 1999, oil
was $8 a barrel (no that’s not a mis-

Dennis
SEID

print). Three years ago, in June 2005,
oil hit a then-record $60-plus a bar-
rel.

A little more than a year later, we
were hammered with $77 oil. Now
look at oil - it reached a record $135
last month, and while prices have
fallen back, they're still outrageous.

Meanwhile, our farmers are trudg-
ing through it all.

While we consumers gripe about
the prices we're paying for our milk,
meat, veggies, fruit and fuel, farmers
are working the land trying to make
ends meet.

It’s a thankless job, an under-ap-
preciated vocation that we take for
granted.

But what happens when there are
fewer farmers to grow the things we
need? Think prices are high now
— just wait.

Agriculture is the state’s top indus-
try, employing about 30 percent of all
workers either directly or indirectly.
It’s a $6.4 billion industry, with more
than 40,000 farms in 82 counties.

But they're under some intense
strains that won't be easing anytime
soon.

So if you have to pay more at the

Tops in Mississippi
Agriculture is the state’s largest industry, valued at $6.4
billion. The top ten agricultural crops in the state are:

1. Poultry/eggs §2.33 billion
2. Forestry §1.11 billion
3. Soybeans $511 million
4. Com $438 million
5. Cotton §434 million
6. Catfish $223 millioni
7. Cattle $191 million
8. Rice §144 million
9, Hay $102 million
10. Horticulture $100 million

Source: Mississippi State University

grocery store, think about why we're
having to do so. And you might ap-
preciate what farmers are doing just a
little more.

Dennis Seid is editor of the Northeast Mississippi Business Journal.
Contact him at dennis.seid@djournal.com or at 678-1578.
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Logging industry
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looking for help

Il The head of the Mississippi
Timber and John Mabry of

Loggers Association is looking Liberty-based Sam Mabry

for relief in a tough environment. Lumber Co. - wrote that the
items would provide “immedi-
ate relief” for the “major crisis”
that the state’s logging industry
is facing.

The letter said the crisis is a
“result of a long term continu-
ation of inflated fuel prices.”

The proposed items includ-
ed a waiver for the rest of the
year on fuel tax for on-road
and off-road diesel, an in-
crease of highway weight lim-
its to 88,000 pounds and a
sales tax waiver on parts and
supplies used to maintain and
repair logging equipment and
trucks.

“Many logging companies
have already closed,” Bufkin
and Mabry’s letter read. “Un-
less immediate relief is provid-
ed by the State of Mississippi
to this industry, the life of the
remaining logging companies

Turn to LOGGING on Page 19

Hattiesburg-based Circle B.

BY CARLIE KOLLATH

BUSINESS JOURNAL

The state’s timber industry
currently is experiencing a
“business climate unlike any-
thing we have ever seen,” ac-
cording to the Quitman-based
Mississippi Loggers Associa-
tion.

MLA’s Executive Director
Cecil Johnson made the point
in a letter provided to The
Northeast Mississippi Business
Journal earlier this week.

His response comes after
two Mississippi loggers and
MLA members in May asked
Gov. Haley Barbour to include
several logging-related issues
in his call for a special session
of the state’s Legislature to
help provide support for the
“failing industry.” The letter’s
authors — Tamme Bufkin of

The Mississigpi Loggers Association sent the following letter to The Northeast Mississippi Business
Journal on June 3 as a response to the letter written by MLA members Tamme Bufkin and John Mabry. To
read Bufkin and Mabry’s letter, go to htto.//tupelobizbuzz. wordpress.com.

On behalf of the Mississippi Loggers Association, | would like to address some issues that have recently
been aired.

Over the past several months, MLA has brought to the attention of both state and federal government
officials issues that are significantly impacting our industry. The most immediate s fuel cost. An overall
economic Slowdown fueled by a deflated US dollar and other factors beyond our control have contributed
to a business climate unlike anything we have ever seen in the timber industry.

All segments of the forest industry are affected at a time when finished products as a whole are at all time
lows. With diminishing markets and fewer alternatives for landowners, reduced value of timber sales and in-
creased harvesting costs impact the cycle from farm to market and the overall economic health of our state.

All segments of the forest industry the landowner, the company harvesting the wood and the company
processing the raw wood product - are affected during these tough economic times. The health of this in-
dustry depends on the health of the three segments. Combined, these industries contribute approximately
$14 billion to the economy of our state. There are approximately 52,580 individuals directly employed in
the forest industry with an annual payroll of $1.6 billion. With value added, another 200,000 jobs are cre-
ated with a payroll in excess of $6 billion.

MLA certainly realizes we are not in this alone. Individuals, families and businesses are affected by
everything from the price of gasoline to the cost of groceries. As an industry we may not have done the
best job of getting our message out, but we feel that it is important for the people of Mississippi to under-
stand the contribution that our industry makes to the economy of this state.

The average logger has an initial investment in equipment in excess of $1 million dollars. We purchase
appropriate weight tags to haul our product and pay federal highway fuel tax in the amount of 24.52
cents per gallon and state highway fuel tax equaling 18.4 cents on each gallon.

For equipment used in the woods, Mississippi collects 5.75 cents on each gallon. Additionally, we pay a
federal highway use tax per truck. Understanding the importance of having safe and well maintained high-
ways, we feel we pay our way while at the same time making a significant contribution to our economy. The
next time you read the newspaper or watch a new house go up in your neighborhood consider what it took
to get there.

Sincerely,
Cecil Johnson
MLA, Executive Director
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Il Almost a quarter of the state’s
catfish acreage is in the region.

By Dennis Seid

BUSINESS JOURNAL

EGYPT - Brent Wedel has
one of the largest catfish farms
in the area, managing 21 ponds
and some 178 acres of water.

But Wedel Farm isn't in the
Delta; it’s in Northeast Missis-
sippi.

Catfish farming has long been
the domain of the Delta, but Ne-
Miss has its fair share, too. And
many people don't realize it.

“Between Scuba and
Okolona, there are about
15,000 acres of water,” Wedel
said. “There’s a lot more catfish
farming going on around here
than people are aware of.”

Catfish farming is the sixth-
largest agriculture industry in
the state, valued at about $223
million. About 370 catfish op-
erations have some 94,000
acres in production.

Wedel got in the business in
1996, just as the industry was

BUSINESS JOURNAL

Catfish farming in NeMiss? You bet

THOMAS WELLS

Warren Giesbrecht, from left, Sammy Kelly and Garik Wedel harvest catfish Wedel Farm in Egypt.

enjoying a resurgence. Like any
industry, there have been ups
and downs.

Lately, the down has come in
the form of higher fuel and
feed prices, costs that all farm-
ers are having to handle.

“Last year, we were booking
feed at about $250 a ton; now it’s
about $360 a ton,” Wedel said.

It adds up. Wedel uses 120-
150 pounds of feed per acre
per day — that translates to at
least 21,000 pounds, or at least

The right, power, or opportunity to choose.

[rusted Ch Oi
The best way to get a variety of insurance choices with a customized plan
to meet your specific needs.

10 tons a day.

Fortunately, the feeding sea-
son isn't year-round. Catfish go
dormant in the winter, so
Wedel and other catfish farm-
ers don't have to shell out food
from November to January.
Still, it’s only a small break.

Back to the Delta

The catfish harvested on
Wedel Farm goes to Delta
Pride, one of the nation’s
largest catfish processor based
in Indianola. The company has
115 members, who harvest
about 1.5 million pounds of
fish weekly.

Quality is maintained by
sampling the fish. Two or three
catfish are “tasted” before a
load is sent to the company. A
slice of a fish is cut, mi-
crowaved for a few seconds
and then taste-tested; it’s not
swallowed, but spit out.

“They taste it to make sure
it’s ‘on,”” Wedel said.

He explained that catfish are
naturally bottom feeders. But
the feed that is given to them
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daily for much of the year
floats on the top, forcing the
fish to the top of the water,
rather than eating whatever is
on the bottom.

The fish that are harvested
are around two pounds each.
Anything smaller is rejected.

On Wedel Farm, about 8,000
pounds per acre can be har-
vested on a good day.

“We're getting about 75 cents
net per pound, but that’s been
offset by the higher feed costs,”
Wedel said.

And Wedel hopes that con-
sumers take notice of the cat-
fish they eat — he has little re-
gard for imported fish mas-
querading as the “real stuff.”

“American catfish farmers
ensure the quality of the feed
and the water so that our fish
taste good and are healthy,”
Wedel said. “You don't know if
that catfish from China or Viet-
nam has mercury or not. You
might pay a little more for Mis-
sissippi-raised catfish, but at
least you know where your
money is going.”

Maowr there’s an easier way to find the right insurance,

5 best for you.

It's called Trusted Choice®. Because a Trusted Choice
ndapandent insurance agent affers you a choice of

NSUrENce companies, you can define what protection

To find a Trusted Choice® agent near you, go to
www.TrustedChoice.com
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2008 has been a ‘strange planting season’

M Rainy weather has delayed
farmer’s plans and changed
some of their plans.

BY Carlie Kollath

BUSINESS JOURNAL

TUPELO - 1It’s June and farm-
ers in Northeast Mississippi still
are trying to get this year’s crop
in the ground. Typically, every-
thing would have been finished
at least a month ago.

“It doesn't sound like we are
ever going to finish planting,”
said Mississippi State University
Extension Service area agrono-
my agent Char-
lie Stokes. “It’s
been a mess. I
can't ever re-
member us hav-
ing so much
trouble planting
than this year.”

This time last
year, 97 percent
of the state’s soy-
beans were
planted, according to the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s Na-
tional Agriculture Statistics Ser-
vice. But as of May 25, only 85
percent was planted. Of that, 72
percent has emerged, com-
pared with last year’s 91 percent.

NASS cited scattered rains as
the reason for the delayed
planting activities. The rains
also have delayed winter wheat
harvesting. As of May 25, about
2 percent of this year’s wheat
had been harvested, compared
with last year’s 11 percent.

STOKES

Changing crop mixes

Because of the wet condi-
tions this spring, Stokes said the
farmers he keeps up with have
wandered a bit from their in-
tended crop mixes, or what
they planned to grow, reported
earlier this spring. On March
31, NASS released growers’
planting intentions on a state-
by-state basis. The numbers
aren’t broken down on a county
basis until the end of the year.

Mississippi growers cut back
30 percent of their corn plant-
ings from last year, and upped
their soybean acreage by 41
percent. Peanuts also picked
up 47 percent more acres in
Mississippi this year.

Cotton, on the other hand,
suffered another blow. Only
420,000 acres are intended for
this year, down 46 percent
from last year and the lowest
acreage for the state since
record keeping started in 1909.

But, along came the rain,

changing those plans.

Stokes said the weather pre-
vented some of the corn from
getting planted in April, so grow-
ers opted to plant soybeans.

Cotton also replaced some of
the acres that couldn’t be plant-
ed with corn, he said.

“We'll have a bit but not a lot,”
he said.

And then, Stokes said, a lot of
the corn had to be replanted be-
cause of heavy rains.

“One farmer had to replant up
to three times,” he said. “It’s
been a strange planting season
to say the least. We just want to
hurry up and get through plant-

ing. We're usually well into doing

other things instead of getting
plants in the ground.”

the back-to-back droughts of
the past two years, he has mixed
feelings about being inconve-
nienced by too much rain.

“It’s hard to complain about
the rain,” llrly%?_aid. “Itd b&e t1illice
to get everything up and then
savge some of th{gs rain for the
summer.”

Contact Carlie Kollath at 678-1598
or carlie.kollath@djournal.com.
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BY Carlie Kollath
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Peanuts remain the crop

: darling of Northeast Mississip-
. pi farmers this year. Talk to

. growers about what they have
. in the ground and you're likely
. to hear about a few acres of

the legume.
Statewide, peanut acreage is

¢ up 47 percent this year.
Stokes also said that in light of :
. been grown in the sandy loam
. soil common in southern Mis-
- sissippi, Alabama and Georgia,
. but NeMiss growers started

Peanuts traditionally have

trying their hand at them as a
more drought-tolerant crop.

Birdsong Peanuts is cashing
in on the popularity. The na-
tional company broke ground
this spring on a peanut buying
operation in Aberdeen. Bird-
song currently operates 58
peanut buying points, but this
will be its first one in Missis-
sippi.

Brian Atkins, the buying
point manager, hopes to sign
contracts for 15,000 of the in-
tended 28,000 acres in the
state. His primary customers
will be the 30 to 50 peanut
farmers in NeMiss. The facility
is slated to open Sept. 1.

The USDA’s National Agri-
culture Statistics Service re-

' PEANUT POPULARITY PERSISTS IN NEMISS

© M About 80 percent of
. the crop’s acreage in the
- state has been planted.

ported that as of May 25, 80
percent of the peanut crop
has been planted, compared
with 69 percent the previous
year.

Charlie Stokes, an area
agronomy agent with Missis-
sippi State University Exten-
sion Service, said NeMiss
farmers are still trying to finish
their peanut planting during
the “couple of dry windows of
opportunity.”

“The profitablity on that one
looks pretty attractive to some
people,” he said. “They are
going to try really hard to get
those acres planted.”

Contact Carlie Kollath at 678-1598 or
carlie.kollath@djournal.com.

Statewide, peanut acreage is up 47 percent this year. Peanuts traditionally have been
grown in the sandy loam soil common in southern Mississippi, Alabama and Georgia,
but NeMiss growers started trying their band at them as a more drought-tolerant crop.
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Blsinesses should have affordable benefits, too.

ChamberPlus, ollering allordable
benefits to sma

.-éCt IAMBERPLUS

EMALL EUBINEEE BEMEFITEH

BlueCross Blueshield
ol Mississippi

Committed 1o a Healthier Mississippi.

Lingksay Buford, Executive Director of ChamberPlus, an 601-048-7 598 or visit our website s wwwohamberphus org,
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THER BANKS OFFER LAND FINANCING PLANS.

LAND FINANGING SOLUTIONS.

Fou ower 90 years, the Land Bank of Morth Misasappi has been doing one thing: providing financing solutions for land in north Misassippi, Our knowl-

edge of the territery, expertise in land values, competitve interest rates and variety of loan options work 1o your advantage when purchasing land.

| businesses.

Tell us what vour needs are, and we'll tell vou how wo fulill them.

Knowledge, Experience And The Best Land Financing Solutions Available,The Land Bank 01 North Mississippl Is The First Chaice In Land Financing.

WE MARKE LOANS FOR

AGRICULTURAL PROPERTY - HUNTING PROPERTY

LAND IMPROVEMENTS - INVESTMENT PROPERTY
HOME SITES WITH ACREAGE - FARM EQUITY

CORINTH - 662-286-0020 - 2101 Hwy. 72 East ln“n Bn" "

TUPELO - 662-842-1202 - 618 Spicer Dr. OF NORTH MISSISSIPPI
HOUSTON . 662-456-5316 - 799 South Jackson St
STARKVILLE - 662-323-8150 - 413 Hwy 82 East

KOSCIUSKO. 662-289-5227 . 106 East Washington St. Turning Land Into Life.
6!;5 Part of the Farm Credit System Toll Free 1-866-560-9664 - www.mslandbank.com
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Chamber Connection

. A publication of Journal Publishing and the CDF Chamber Division — June 6, 2008

*

CDF is Turning 60!

he Community Develop-
ment Foundation is cele-
brating its 60th anniver-
sary in 2008. A year of
commemorative events are
planned to celebrate this mile-
stone for Tupelo and Lee County’s
Chamber of Commerce and Eco-
nomic Development organiza-
tion. The theme for the year is
“Onward and Upward,” as CDF
hopes to not rest on sixty years of
laurels, but continue its mission
to strengthen the region through
economic and community devel-
opment projects, with emphasis
on creating jobs
On September 21, 1948, the
Community Development Foun-
dation was chartered with the fol-
lowing purpose: To coordinate,
initiate, promote, develop, and
assist in the financing, manage-
ment, and direction of enterpris-
es leading to the upbuilding of
the community, including agri-
culture, industry, trade, recre-
ation, education, and other mat-
ters of civic interest. Later, on Oc-
tober 8, 1948, 88 Tupelo business-

men gathered at Hotel Tupelo to
officially form CDF by combining
the Tupelo Chamber of Com-
merce and other associated en-
terprises. As a result of this meet-
ing, CDF became a united front
for nine other organizations with
similar goals including the Rural
Community Development Coun-
cil, Tupelo Marketing Company,
North Mississippi Livestock Asso-
ciation, Tupelo Area Artificial In-
semination Association, Lee
County Jersey Cattle Club, Lee
County Animal Health Program,
Industrial Committee, Merchants
Committee, and Agricultural
Committee.

In the early years of CDE vi-
sionary leaders shaped this or-
ganization, leaning on the slogan
“there is no limit to what an or-
ganized community can do if it
wants to.” As CDF celebrates 60
years of service to Tupelo and Lee
County during 2008, we truly
thank the almost 1,500 CDF
members that enable us to con-
tinue the mission that was set out
for this organization 60 years ago.

EXECUTIVE

is hereby approved

State of Mississippi

JACKSON

The within and foregoing Charter of
Incorporation of

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION

OFFICE

In testimony whereof, I have
hereunto set my hand and caused
the Great Seal of the State of
Mississippi to be affixed, this
Twenty-first day of

September

19_48.

Receipt No. 1795 L

Original signed by Fielding L. Wright.

Recorded in the Secretary of State’s office this
the twenty-first day of September, 1948,

Governor
Original signed by Heber Ladner
Secretary of State
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Chamber focus

Dear Friends:

From all reports, the Annual Meet-
ing featuring “The Today Show in Tu-
pelo” was a fun, informative, and en-
tertaining way to report CDF’s accom-
plishments last year, and outline plans
for the 2008-2009 year. Thanks to the
Annual Meeting Program Committee
chairman Mary Werner, and commit-
tee members Lisa Hawkins, Tom
Robinson, Jeff Snyder, and Buddy
Stubbs, for planning a really big show.

Congratulations to Beverly Bedford
on her recognition as Ambassador of
the Year. The CDF Ambassadors con-
tinue to be vital links in helping CDF
understand the needs of its member-
ship. They attend ribbon-cuttings,
groundbreakings, First Friday pro-
grams, and any other functions in
support of our program of work. Bev-
erly is a true ambassador, and we cer-
tainly enjoy having her as a part of the
club.

Nominations are now being received

for a new class for the Jim
.| Ingram Community Lead-
ership Institute (CLI).
Nominees should possess
leadership qualities and a
degree of motivation to-
ward service in the com-

gymy Mmunity. One hundred and

thirty-four have graduated

from CLI to date. If you would like to
nominate someone, please call the
CDF office.

The Class of 2008 has successfully
completed two years of Institute and
was recognized as a part of the CDF
Annual Meeting. Congratulations to
this group.

Thank you to our members for your
continued support of CDE

b s
i__ﬁmim L
i 2

Vice President of Chamber Services
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New CDF MEMBERS

COURTESY CHEVROLET BUICK INC.
MR. LARRY BETHAY
P.0. BOX 610
BOONEVILLE, MS 38829
(662) 728-4462
AUTOMOTIVE

GLOSTER CREEK SALON & SPA
MS. KIM WILSON
499 GLOSTER CREEK VLG., STE. H1A
TUPELO, MS 38801
(662) 620-7576
SALONSAND SPAS

KANTACK LAW FIRM, PLLC
MR. KEITH KANTACK, ESQ.

P0.BOX 10
TUPELO, MS 38802
(662) 841-2493
ATTORNEYS

LITTLE CAESAR'S PIZZA
MR. MIKE NAYLOR
2434 W MAIN ST.

TUPELO, MS 38801
(601) 829-5051
RESTAURANTS AND CATERING

MARKETING ALLIANCE, INC.
MR. JOHN ABBATE
1818 CRANE RIDGE DR., STE. 100
JACKSON, MS 39216
(601) 713-0045
ADVERTISING

SLEEPCARE AT FAIRPARK
MS. BETTY WILLIAMS
P.0. BOX 3246
TUPELO, MS 38803
(662) 844-7021
PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS

SOUTHGROUP INSURANCE SERVICES
DR.TIM WILLIAMS
P.0. BOX 3610
TUPELO, MS 38803
(662) 610-1966
INSURANCE

SPEARS TOWING &AUTO REPAIR
MS.TAMMY SPEARS
1484 N VETERANS BLVD.
TUPELO, MS 38804
(662) 620-7744
AUTOMOTIVE

TRIPLE M. INVESTMENTS
MR.ROGER MOORE
P.0. BOX 519
BELMONT, MS 38827
(662) 424-2620
MANUFACTURERS, DISTRIBUTORS

1
Community Development Foundation’s ;-..-\"3 AL
Board of Directors for 2008-2009 ) \noo
CDF is governed by a 61-member Board of Directors. The Executive Committee is composed -‘t 0 {'E_f’ﬁtm
of the CDF Officers and eleven additional members of the Board. CDF’ goals and objectives D ﬂ:& S
are accomplished through the efforts of members appointed to committees operating under
one of CDF5 three divisions: Chamber Division, Economic Development Division, and Plan-
ning and Property Management Division.
TUPELO YOUNG PROFESSIONALS EVENT
2008-2009 Executive Committee 5_63&6{%@1 J}l_lb%lp2m
Mitch Waycaster, Chairman : : : MM .Clotllliers o
Jim Fitzgerald, First Vice Chairman Bl e avert e,
Chris Rogers, Second Vice Chairman Chauncey Godwin Mary Pace FIRST STEPS WORKSHOP
David Rumbarger, President/Secretary g, Fawkin Tom Robinson Tuesday, July 1
Jack Reed, Jr., Past Chairman Shane Hooper Jeff Snyder 1;0J p.m.
] Renasant Center for IDEAS
2008-2009 Board of Directors
, , . FIRST STEPS WORKSHOP
Mike Armour David Henson Greg Pirkle Tuesday, July 15
David Brevard Dick Hill Scott Reed 6:3&’ D,
Mark Burleson Tommie Lee Ivy Eddie Richey Renasant Center for IDEAS
Ga}ry Carnathan Terry Judy Cathy Robertson
Mike Clayborne Zell Long Mike Scott BUSINESS ROUNDTABLE
VM. Cleveland John Lovorn Bobby Smith Wednesday, July 23
Scott Cochran Randy McCoy Terry Smith 4:00 p.m.
David Cole Robin McGraw . CDF Boardroom
. ; Jane Spain
David Copenhaver Hughes Milam
Ormella Cummings Buzzy Mize Kyle Steward FIRST STEPS WORKSHOP
Byron Fellows Chuck Moffatt Lee Tucker
Tom Foy Mabel Murphree Patty Tucker Tueiqgg’ IJ)U#{ B
Lloyd Gra Ed Neelly Mary Werner “Contor
Rulf):ye DelyHarden Alan Nunnelee Tim Weston Renasant Cener for DEAS
John Heer Larry Otis Markel Whittington
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MISSISSIPPI SCHOLARS

(Graduating seniors throughout Lee County, who met the requirements of the Mississippi Scholars curriculum, were honored at vari-
0uS Senior recognition events. 63 graduates ganered the Mississippi Scholars honor and were given special tokens of recognition.
Pictured, graduates of Saltillo High School were acknowledged for taking the rigorous courses needed to be named Mississippi

Scholars.

Y 2%
O3z:
Uz:
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The May Tupelo Young Professionals
event was held at Accent Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgery. Dr. Mark Craig
and his staff networked with the group
and talked to them about the many
products and services that Accent of-
fers. For more information or to be-
come a member of the TYP's, simply
send an e-mail to TYP@cdfms.org with
your name, business name, mailing ad-
dress, and e-mail address.

| SR | | & & Aot
A ribbon cutting was held to celebrate the opening of MMS Equipment Sales in Tupelo. Pictured are the event are; Danny Jurdan,
Union County Board of Supervisors; Tommie Lee Ivy, Lee County Board of Supervisors; Joe McKinney, Lee County Board of Supervi-
sors; David Moore, MMS Equipment Sales; Janett Moore, MMS Equipment Sales; Darrell Smith, City of Tupelo; Randy Owens, Union
County Board of Supervisors; Jimmy Gunn, Tippah County Board of Supervisors; Phil Morgan, Lee County Board of Supervisors;
Smith Heavner, Tupelo City Council; and Peanut Pickens, Union County Board of Supervisors. MMS Equipment Sales is located at
1408 D.L. Collums Drive in Tupelo and can be reached at 662.844.7373.
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USINESS ROUNDTABLE

AR

The Business Roundtable
met May 28 at the CDF of-
fice. Members enjoyed in-
formative reports by such
businesses as NEW Corp,
Downtown Tupelo Main
Street Association, and
Southern Ice Café. Pictured
are members of the Busi-
ness Roundtable. Also pic-
tured, Gunner Goad speaks
to the group about the AT&T
Cell Phones for Soldiers
program.

They hope to provide as many soldiers as possible with prepaid calling cards.

DONATE YOUR OLD CELL PHONES FOR OUR TROOPS!

DROP YOUR OLD CELL PHONE OFF AT THE ENTRANCE TO THE TUPELO ELVIS
FESTIVAL AND RECEIVE A COUPON FOR $5 OFF A FESTIVAL T-SHIRT!
Participants may also drop cell phones off at the CDF office at 300 West Main Street in Downtown Tupelo.

The Cell Phones for Soldiers program was started in April 2004 by 13-year-old Brittany Bergquist and her 12-year-old brother
Robbie, of Norwell, Massachusetts. Robbie and Brittany's goal is to help our soldiers serving overseas call home.

AT&T is the featured sponsor of this program. AT&T has donated more than $500,000 worth
of prepaid phone cards to Cell Phones for Soldiers and is now offering all 1,800 company-owned wireless store locations across
the country as drop-off sites to help recycle used cell phones for the program, through July 2008!




2007-2008

CDF Annua *
NZ

WCDF

BUSINESS NETWORK

The WCDF “Today in Tupe-
l0” show was anchored
by Julee Brown, WIVA,
and Jack Reed, Jr., 2007-
2008 CDF Chairman.
Mitch “Willard" Waycast-
er, 2008-2009 CDF
Chairman, gave a fore-
cast of next year's pro-
gram of work for CDF.

”-“"-":‘{L'Fr’_li'fi i

During the WCDF “Today inTupelo” broadcast David Rumbarger, CDF President/CEQ, interviewed Mike
Robinson of HunterDouglas, as well as Bemard Bean of Eat With Us Group.

Bedford named
Ambassador of the Year

Beverly Bedford, Vice Mayor  and Taste of Tupelo event,

of Saltillo, is the 2007-2008 and Industry Education Day.
CDF Ambassador of the Year. She also recruited one new
Bedford worked tirelessly CDF member during the

throughout the year, attend- 2008 Membership Campaign.
ing 34 of 42 ribbon cuttings Bedford was presented with a
and volunteering at such token of appreciation at the
CDF events as the Member- Annual Meeting by CDF Pres-
ship Golf Tournament, Busi- ident and CEO, David Rum-
Beverly Bedford, Vice Mayor of Saltillo, was awarded the Ambassador of the Year honor. ness to Business Connection ~ barger.

She s pictured with David Rumbarger,
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Highlights from the 2007-2008 CDF Annual meeting

Jim Ingram Leadership
Institute Class of 2008

e e L e =

The Jim Ingram Community Leadership Institute Class of 2008 was honored at the Annual Meeting for completing two years of leadership training.

David Rum-
harger inter-
viewed Lee

R of Supenvisors
A

President
~ | Bobby Smith
| and Baldwyn

Horton.

Drew Poppelre-
iter, Saltillo-na-
tive and Ameri-
can Idol con-
testant, per-
formed his new
song “The
Fields of Tupe-
[o” for the
crowd,

Jewe! Bailey
fred Cook
Gloria Cox
Justin Davis
Wally Davis
Jennifer Dennington
Lisa Dyson
Cathy Freeman
Tommy Green
Skip Johnson
Wesley Jones
Valerie Long
Tony McCoy
Sharon Mitchell
John Oxford
Sandra Perking
Vance Phillips
Ellen Prentice
Ty Robinson
Terry Russell
David Sykes
Thomas Walker
Jeff Williams

MS Department of Transportation
Renasant Bank

Shannon Elementary School
The Shopping Center Group
North MS Health Services
WLOV-TV

North MS Health Services
BancorpSouth

MS Methodist Senior Services
Bottrell Insurance Agency
Northwestern Mutual Financial
CATCH Kids

Tupelo Police Department
North MS Health Services
Renasant Bank

Appalachian Regional Commission
Sara Lee Foods

Kimbrough CPA Firm

Robinson & Associates

Flexible Foam Products

Access Environmental Solutions
Tupelo Fire Department
Williams Transfer & Storage

| Almost 1,000 CDF
g members gathered

Mitch “Willard”

Waycaster gave

such  shining fore-

cast for 2008-2009
| that he had to wear
{ shades.
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STANFORD FINANCIAL GROUP
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LITTLE CAESERS

n
B

To celebrate the grand

opening of Stanford Financial Group’s new Fairpark District office, a ribbon cutting was held. Pictured at the

event are David Rumbarger, CDF; John Mark Holliday, Stanford Financial Group; Mayor Ed Neelly; Jim Davis, Stanford Financial
Group; Neal Clement, Stanford Financial Group; Laura Pendergest, Stanford Financial Group; and Doug McDaniel, Stanford Finan-
cial Group. Stanford Financial Group is located at 110 East Main Street, Suite A in downtown Tupelo and can be reached at

£62.841.0254.

No
Bus

ltawamba
County

Union
County

Pontotoc
County

rtheast Mississippi Summer Small
iness Lunch and Learn Workshops

The following workshops will be offered:

Thursday, June 12, from Noon to 1 p.m. led by Dr. Frank Wiebe

“How to Create Repeat Customers with Outstanding Customer Service”
ICDC at 107 Wiygul Street, Fulton

Lunch will be provided. Deadline to register is Wed., June 11, at Noon.

Thursday, July 10, from Noon to 1 p.m. led by Don Fischer

“Disaster Planning for Small Business”

New Albany Civic Center, 127 E. Bankhead Street

A box lunch will be provided for $7. Deadline to register is Wed., July 9, at Noon.

Thursday, July 24, from Noon to 1 p.m. led by James Harper

“From Small Business to Global Business: Basics of Exporting/Importing”
Pontotoc Chamber of Commerce, 109 North Main Street

A box lunch will be provided for $5 from Subway.

Deadline to register is Wed., July 23, at Noon.

Thursday, August 14, from Noon to 1 p.m. led by James Hendrick

>
8 § “Inventor Assistance and Technology”
— o CDF Boardroom, 300 West Main Street, Tupelo
O Lunch will be provided. Deadline to register is Wed., August 13, at Noon.
Participation in the workshops is free, but you must pre-register.
Please call 1(800) 725-7232.
*Registration is limited to the first 40 people.*
RENASANT CENTER for IDEAs
Tugslalew Cowniy Megiars’ Saaivrrr hiovdeior
Additional sponsors are Union County Development Association, Pontotoc Chamber of
Commerce, ltawamba County Development Council, and Community Development
Foundation.
m MSBDC @ UM is a member of the Mississippi Small Busi D Centers (MSBDC) net-
{ e work. MSBDC has assisted Mississippi busi since 1981. R bl dations for persons
sl with disabilities will be made if requested at least two weeks in ad- .
: Barviveyy vance. Contact: Jo Ann Harris, (662) 915-1291 or 1(800) 725-7232 i Brasll Butirsisi. Adreiniuration
|l = (In MS), e-mailumsbdc@olemiss.edu to pre-register or visit our

PFE.

website at http://www.mssbdc.org.

Funded in part through a Coop erative Agreement with the
U.S. Small Business Administration.

A ribbon cutting was held to celebrate the grand opening of Little Caesars in Tupelo. Pictured are the event are; Richard Carleton,
Mall at Bames Crossing; Marsha Williams, Williams Transfer & Storage; Beverly Bedford, City of Saltillo; Waurene Heflin, Crye-Leike
Realtors; Jason Ells, Little Caesars; Mayor Ed Neelly; Mike Naylor, Little Caesars; Les Perry, North Mississippi Medical Center; Marty
Ballard, Little Caesars; Julio Montes, Little Caesars; and Emily Addison, CDF. Little Caesars is located at 2434 West Main Street inTu-
pelo and can be reached at 662.844.7182.

CBS ELECTRIC

Lo . g = il 15"'%'.! '-.- a‘sl-l"+' )

A ribbon cutting was held at CBS Electric, on the grounds of Manning Gardens in Guntown. Pictured at the event are Jason Beasley,
Renasant Bank; Emily Addison, CDF; Les Perry, North Mississippi Medical Center; Beverly Bedford, City of Saltillo; Mike Maynard,
Weatherall's, Inc., Marty Stacks, CBS Electric; Mayor Jimmy Anderson; Ann Brazil, Snelling Staffing; Amber Westmoreland, Comcast
Spotlight; Connie Snell, My Elegant Clutter; and Marsha Williams, Williams Transfer & Storage. CBS Electric is located at 296 CR 2446
in Guntown and can be reached at 662.348.3152.
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TYP Event

Thursday, June 12, 2008
9:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

MIM Clothiers Y

108 S. Spring Street
upl, 1S 3880 O
Come shop for Father's Day with s

|‘.|.li-".;-.ﬁ-

a special TYP discount and
markdowns exclusively for the TYPs

D

This is a come and go
business-after-hours event
Refreshments will be served and door
prizes will be awarded
Come network with your peers in the
business community and bring a friend

L

W

W

PROFESSIONALS

W

Please RSVP to typ@cdfms.org

CLI

CHAMBER CONNECTION
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JIM INGRAM COMMUNITY
LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE

Nominations are presently being
accepted for the new class.

Participation in the Jim Ingram Community Leadership Institute is open
to persons at least 21 years of age, living, working, or committed to the

growth of the Tupelo/Lee County area.

Please contact the CDF office at
662-842-4521 for further information.

A COMMUNITY

LEADERSHIP
INSTITUTE

TUPELO / LEE COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

Thank

for making the
2008 job fair an
overwhelming sucess

\_/

AV

CDF

ACE Training Center, Inc.
Advanced Innovations East

AFLAC Magnolia Regional Health Center
AIG Insurance Mississippi Radio Group
Ashley Furniture MS Department of Employment Security
Auto Parts Manufacturing Mississippi MS Department of Human Services
Averett Trucking MID
BancorpSouth NEW Corporation
Best Buy Norbord Mississippi
BLOCK Corp. North Mississippi Health Services
Daybrite/Capri/Omega Renasant Bank
Dodge’s Stores R Young Company
Eat With Us Group Select Staffing
Edward Jones Snelling Staffing
EXIT Realty Premier The Imaging Center
Express Employment Professionals Toyota Boshoku Mississippi
FMCTechnologies Toyota Motor Manufacturing, MS
Foamade Industries Trustmark National Bank
Foamex Tupelo Fire Department
Franklin Collection Service, Inc. Tupelo Police Department
Franklin Furniture Institute/MSU Tupelo Radio Broadcasting
Hudson Management Tupelo Recycling
|tawamba Community College Walgreens
Jackies International, Inc. Williams Transfer
Key Staff Source, Inc. Wise Staffing
CDF WOULD ALSO LIKE TO THANK

Lee County Sherriff's Department
Magnolia Manor

Governor’s Job Fair Network of Mississippi,
Colonel Joe Buckner
and the Tupelo Furniture Market
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‘E@'ﬁ Community Development Foundation
CDF Application for Membership

Please tell us about your organization

FriDAY, JUNE 6, 2008

Organization Name

Mailing Address City, State, Zip Code
Physical Address (if different) City, State, Zip Code
Website Number of Employees

Category (list located on the back of this application)

Keywords (choose up to 10 words that describe your business)

Main Contact (will receive all chamber correspondence)

Contact Name Title

Phone Toll-free phone

E-mail address

Additional Contact

Fax

Name Title

Areas of Interest (please circle your selections)

Ambassadors Business Roundtable Leadership Program

Do we have your permission to use your photos in our chamber publication(s)?
_Yes __ No

Signature and title of authorized person with your company.

E-mail

Tupelo Young Professionals

[] My CDF membership check is enclosed $

[] Please send me an invoice

[] Please bill paymentto: ____ VISA ____ MasterCard American Express
Card Number
Expiration Date
Signature

300 West Main Street, PO. Box A
Tupelo, MS 38802-1210
662.842.4521 Phone
800.523.3463 Toll-free
662.841.0693 Fax
www.cdfms.org



Truly unlimited

Truly nationwide

e
d—

BlackBany
TS FILEHER =

-

Anyone, anytime, anywhere in the country.
All for one flat rate.

________

For your Faor your

PDA:  PHONE:
e

SN\ cellularsouth
1eTr-csouTz s sein > CETUTATSOUT
assistforbusiness@cellularsouth.com Wireless Business Solutions

Tae: RIM and Blackberry {amilies of miated marks, images asd spmbals ang the exclusie prepertics of and rademarks. of Reseanch in Motion Limited - used with permission, 7088 Cellolar Soush, Inc, R ngls. resereed,
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Gadgets
GEAR

The tech tools professionals
rely on and the ones they
wish they could depend on.

PHOTOS BY THOMAS WELLS
Keith and Beth Morton farm 1,000 acres in Falkner. Keith recently upgraded his mobile officer AKA his tractor with a GPS unit.

The Quality Shows In Every Move We Make-

* Free Estimates

e Competitive Prices

e Full-value Replacement Protection Available
e Sanitized® Treated Vans

* Local/long Distance

e Dedicated To Customer Satisfaction

e Climate Controlled Warehouse

BUSINESS JOURNAL
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FARMING GONE HIGH-TECH

Il Who: Keith and Beth Morton

I Occupation: Farmers of 1,000 acres of milo,
soybeans, wheat and cotton

I Where: Falkner in Tippah County

I FALKNER - Keith and Beth Morton this year
knocked out the top item on their gadget wishlist -
a global positioning system for their tractor.

“Before | put the GPS in, that was my best
gadget - the track tractor,” Keith said.

Added Beth with a smile, “| actually have more
gadgets but he uses them.”

With input costs going up, the Mortons,
along with several other regional farmers,
bought a GPS unit to make the most of their
time and their chemical expenditures. The GPS
can mark rows in the field and auto steer the
tractor. It also can control spraying and planting
to minimize and avoid overlap.

Must

aves

se* === GPS UNIT FOR TRACTOR -
It comes with auto steer. It
also keeps track of field in-
formation, reducing paper-
work. Keith said the sys-

LAPTOP - The Mortons opted
for a laptop with a big
screen so they can see it at
the same time, Beth said.
“We have a whopper of a
[aptop,” she said, laughing.

people use walkie

phones.”

HEADSET - Keith uses the
headset when he drives the
tractor. “[The Jawbone
model] uses the vibration in
the jawbone and cancels
out the rest of the noise. |
can stand next to the trac-
tor and it cancels it out.

have problems in the

cals and fertilizers.

CELL PHONE - “Most

talkies in their tractors,”
Beth said. “We use cell

eeseeeeesee DIGITAL CAMERA - “If we

field, we can e-mail a pic-

“It's already paying off with the time savings,”
said Keith, after using it for three days in the field.
“You don't spend any time hunting around. And you
can keep going after dark with this machine, and |
know I'm accurate.”

Along with the GPS unit, the Mortons use  lap-
top and a live weather feed to keep tabs on their
fields. They keep in touch with each other on their
cell phones and Bluetooth headsets and use their
digital camera to send pictures of plant problems to
Crop experts.

“These are gadgets and they are really cool and
they are fast becoming essential tools,” Keith said.
“It's almost impossible to do business in a mobile
office without cell phones. I've only been using the
auto steer for three or four days, and I'm already
convinced that it's the way to go."

- Carlie Kollath, Business Journall

Wish list

I RTK guidance - The current GPS
unit uses satellites that have a +/- 4-
inch accuracy and must be adjusted
each year for drifting, Keith said. The
next step up is RTK, which would put
a tower in his fields and make his
guidance accurate to %-inch.

I Yield monitor - “We would know

tem makes farming more what each field produced and what
eco-fiendly because he areas produced the best and what
doesn't over-apply chemi- areas harvested the least” Keith

said. “You can't tell from just looking
at [the field]. [The monitor] paints a
picture for you and you work on the
lower-yield fields and make them
more productive.”

I Variable-rate technology - The
Mortons currently pay a company to
run this technology on their fields for
lime application, but they wouldn't
mind owning the equipment.The
technology uses a grid sample to test
the fertilizer and pH levels in the
fields and then “writes a prescrip-
tion.” Areas that need more lime and
fertilizer get more, while others get
less. The approach, the Mortons say,
has saved them a lot of money in the
past. Also, Keith recorded a 5 percent
to 10 percent crop yield increase the
last time he used the technology.
I mp3 player - Right now the cou-
ple listens to the tractor’s dash radio
when they are working in field, but
Beth said she might look at getting
her hushand an mp3 player “since he
spends 15 hours in the tractor”

.

- ]

ture to a specialist at
State," Keith said, refer-
ring to the MSU Extension
Service. The Mortons also

DVR - “| use it because the season pre-

621 East President St., Tupelo, MS

842-4836

=8 TRANSFER & STORAGE
Since 1940

www.movingsystems.com/williams e-mail: storagew @bellsouth.net

ment trades.

use the camera for equip-

mieres are on when we are harvesting
and the finales are on when we are
planting,” Beth said.
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Diesel

Continued from Page 2

BUSINESS JOURNAL
Corn grown for ethanol feeds feud over food

Logging

Continued from Page 4

No-till farming option

And, some farmers, Stokes,
said are moving to no-till
planting this year to conserve
fuel. No-till farming is a way
of growing crops without dis-
turbing the soil through
tillage. Farmers, instead, can
use chemicals to kill weeds
and plants.

Riley tilled his fields this
year, citing a better yield with
the method, but he did use
chemicals to “burn down” or-
ganic materials in the field.

The chemical process,
which he said he never uses,
saved him a few tractor trips.

Tommy Harrison, a farmer
in southern Pontotoc County,
said he remembers when
farmers drove their tractors to
Washington, D.C., in 1979 as
part of a protest of farm
prices. He likened the “trac-
torcade” organized by the
American Agriculture Move-
ment to the recent trucking
strikes in which truckers are
driving slow to protest the
high diesel prices.

“The truckers are trying to
make a statement and they
should,” he said.

The commodity prices
right now are enough to offset
some of the crunch of the in-
creased inputs, but Harrison
said he'll get worried when
commodity prices fall.

“Inputs seldom ever come
back down,” he said.

Keith Morton, a farmer in
Falkner, echoed Harrison’s
sentiment.

“We're not out to rip any-
one off,” he said. “Our mar-
gins aren’t any higher when
our expenses are this high.
What we're trying to guard
against is the day when com-
modities fall and the inputs
stay the same. We can't afford
to have that.”

Riley added, “We can't set
our prices. We take what we
get. We haul our grain to
Memphis or the Delta and
say, ‘What can you give me?’
not Ineed $7. It's the only in-
dustry that I know of that
says, ‘How much will you give
me?) ”»

“If prices drop back to $5, it
will be over with,” Riley said
of soybean commodities that
have been fetching about $12
to $13 per bushel.

in our state is short term.”

Barbour did not include the items in the spe-
cial session.

State Department of Agriculture spokesman
Andy Prosser said he wasn't aware of the letter,
but acknowledged that the logging industry is
being hit by the double whammy of high diesel
prices and a soft housing marketing.

“We haven't seen this in a long time,” Prosser
said. “I've never seen where fuel prices affect
things so much. And the housing market is so
low. It really affects the forestry industry.”

The state’s forestry industry was valued at
$1.11 billion in 2007, according to the ag de-
partment. About 18 million acres or 61 percent
of the total land in Mississippi is devoted to
forest production. About 70 percent of the land
is privately owned, Prosser added.

And, timber is Mississippi’s second most
valuable crop, according to the Mississippi
Forestry Commission. Poultry ranks No. 1.

Prosser said his economy contacts at Missis-
sippi State University forecast that the housing
market won't start to rebound until late 2009 or
2010, a timeline the forestry industry isn’t excit-
ed about.

“It’s a huge concern for loggers and for pri-
vate landowners who want to get higher prices
on their timber,” he said.

Contact Carlie Kollath at 678-1598 or carlie.kollath@djournal.com.

By Justin Hyde
MCCLATCHY-TRIBUNE

WASHINGTON - The ethanol band-
wagon has run off the road.

Thanks to rising food prices,
ethanol has lost its luster in Washing-
ton. Lawmakers reworked the recent
farm bill to lower incentives for
ethanol. The governor of Texas wants
a waiver from federal requirements
for more of the fuel in the coming
years. And critics from around the
world - from food companies to
United Nations officials — say
ethanol’s to blame for more expen-
sive food.

In the middle sit Detroit’s automak-
ers, which have made ethanol the
centerpiece of their environmental ef-
forts — supporting ethanol mandates,
building about 5 million flex-fuel ve-
hicles so far, and pledging to make
half their fleets capable of burning 85
percent ethanol fuel by 2012. So far,
automakers have sat this debate out,
but it could affect efforts to move to-
ward biofuels from other sources.

What's fueling the debate is a jump
in food prices not seen in decades.
After rising 4 percent last year — the
largest increase since 1990, according
to federal experts — retail food prices
are expected to climb another 4 per-
cent to 5 percent this year. Global de-
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mand, weather, oil prices, the weaker
U.S. dollar - all have played some
role.

But just how much of the inflation
in food prices can be traced back to
more expensive corn has been a rag-
ing debate in Washington over the
past few weeks. Ethanol and farm ad-
vocates, including the Bush adminis-
tration, say biofuels play a minuscule
role in the overall food price increas-
es, compared with a growing world
population demanding more food
than ever.

The U.S. ethanol industry has
come under special scrutiny since it
relies almost exclusively on corn,
which is also used by livestock farm-
ers and industrial food processors.

As with oil, corn prices could rise
further, despite a startling 48 percent
increase over the past year. Yet while
prices stand at about $6 a bushel,
and there was a record crop last year,
U.S. farmers are expected to plant 8
percent fewer acres of corn this year.

Experts cite several reasons for the
reduction: Many farmers swap fields
every season between corn and soy-
beans to preserve the soil; wheat,
soybeans and other crops also have
seen prices soar, and the costs of
growing corn have grown with fuel
prices.

Contact Carlie Kollath at 678-1598
or carlie.kollath@djournal.com.

Store Your Stuff in

The Attic

Climate-Controlled
Self-Storage.

@ Safeguard your valuables against insects and pests.
# Keep your antiques from harm of extreme temperatures.
Perfect for businesses looking to store files in a safe place.

Perfect for families needing extra space to keep

family heirlooms.

Reserve your space today. Call The Attic at 840-5300.

Attic

Climate-Controlled

Self-Storage

1098 Cliff Gookin Blvd. (near Gloster St.) in Tupelo

selfstorage-theattic.com

Printing

Scanning

Banners

* Blueprinting
* Large Format

Art Reproduction

Marketing Brochures jm

* Trade Show Graphics

PRINTING & GRAPHICS

* Large Format

Shipping/UPS/
FedEx/DHL
Graphic Design
Digital Imaging
Posters and

www.planhouseprinting.com
Email: tupelo@planhouseprinting.com
607 West Main Street
Tupelo, Mississippi 662-407-0193

© Daily Journal - 08
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Air/Heating Automotive Services

/;
HUTCH 662 231015

& sn“ P.0. BOX 95 « AMORY, MS 38821
BUILD * REMODEL « ELECTRICAL * HVAC

STORM OR FIRE DAMAGE
REMODELING & ADDITIONS
ROOFING & VINYL SIDING
INCURANCE CLAIMS WELCOME

D

Turn to the Experts

RIDDLE HEATING & A/C, INC.

OVER'30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE ¢ COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
Snyder St. « PO Box 987 « New Albany, MS 38652
Ph: 662-534-9611 e Fax: 662-534-2190
After Hours: 662-316-3100 e riddleair1 @bellsouth.net
Williom Grisham « Danny Cobb ¢« WC Grisham ¢ Jamie Riddle
Jim Riddle, Sr.

Il |

lepr:

N =N =R
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Featuring 1, 2, & 3 Bedroom Apartment Homes
Check Out Tupelo’s Best Kept Secret
Located Directly Behind Tupelo High School
662-841-7806

NOTICE TO CATTLEMEN!

Pontotoc Stockyard  Highway 76 West, Pontotoc

Owner-Ron Herndon
Auctioneer-Sammy Barlow

! CATTLE SALE

Every Saturday 1:00

Goats, Hogs & Horses
at 11:00 am For all your cattle needs

Call 489-4385 or 213-7080

Professional Auction Marketing

With Over 20 Years of Experience With On-Site Auctions,
Stevens Auction Has Set The Standards for Others to Follow

FSTEVENS &)

o L = I"u":-:':HJ.I' L' K

AAE.S0R.10

wwuw. stevensauctzon com
John Dwight Stevens, Auctioneer

Member of MS and National Auctioneers Associations
We handle any kind of auction or appraisal

MS A. L. #349
Isi P.O. Box 58 ® Aberdeen, MS

NORTH MISSISSIPPI LEADING AUCTION COMPANY
Automotive

Harvey Russell’s
Autro Worwp

JRI0 K, fiairy
TEritn. WY SRBDJ

HarvEy RISSELL

Chariate

E-Mpl Brauivwrid ®aaloom
www harveymsssllonm

(66:2) 60-94TT
Fax (62} 0476
Bes (5621 HE6-N30
Coll (62) BT 1-50 28
Fooer Asaboomiobiy:
Sjeranin! I8 Krars

Automotive Services

Rick’s CHAssIS WORKS

Foreign - Domestic
ﬂ#ﬁ &

¢ Insurance Claims Welcome
e Free Estimates
* Body & Paint Repair

1875 Nelle St. Tupelo, MS

844-0260

BRAKE & SERVICE REPAIR

—

“We Specialize

in Frame Work”

* Brakes -

¢ Front End : E -
Alignment - o= I e 1
y =% % My)
Conditioning

o
COOPER
H AUTO - TRUCK SERVICENTER

4006 West Main Tupelo, MS 844-1852

Alignments, Brakes, Air Conditioning,

Oil Changes, Transmission Service

W mescwscin ARIBGESTORE
Goodrict  ICRY TN Emﬁﬁlﬂ'
DVIRRAL

-

FRIENDLY CITYI TIRE

Where You're Always #

534-7671

www.friendlycitytire.com

JAsoON Lee SHelton

ATTORNEY-AT-LAw

Shelton & Associates P.A.

218 N. Spring ST.
P O. Box 1762
Tupelo, MS 38802- 1762

Phone (662) 842-5051 Fax (662) 841-1941
Res. (662) 842-5%21 Email: jshelton@dixie-NeT.com

Toll Free 1-888-7%7-70%1 e Licensed I Mississippi & Alabavia

David Dillard Auto Service
David K. Dillard : Owner

ONE STOP SERVICE CENTER
Specializing in Transmissions * All Computerized Vehicle
Systems *Air Conditioning * Brakes * Tune Ups *
Suspension
ALL YOUR AUTOMOTIVE NEEDS

179 N COLLEGE ST
PONTOTOC, MS 38863
662-489-6664
SAME LOCATION FOR OVER 23YEARS
Bring in this ad recieve $5 off any service (exp 06/30/08)

< Trustmark

Banking and Financial Solutions
People you trust. Advice that works.

:-a‘ ¢ Free Pre-Qualifying

! * Approvals Within 24 Hours
* Fast & Efficient Closings

Robin Barnett
Ll Mortgage Loan Officer

144 South Thomas Street * Spanish Village, Suite 106
Tupelo, MS 38801 ¢ 662-841-8743 * Fax 662-841-8747
rbarnett@trustmark.com

TRUSTMARK

JON D. SHELTON, J.D.

Social Security / Disability
We handle ALL hearings, appeals,

reconsiderations, and denial of benefits.

FREE Consultation &
NO FEE unless YOU WIN

Shelton & Associates P.A.

842-5051 or 1-888-537-5051

HANKINS SERVICE CENTER

Major and Minor Repairs
* Domestic and Imports .
* Over 25 Years Experience
* Air Conditioning Repairs
* Brakes

* Tune-ups

Quality Service
Bennie Hankins - Owner

629 E. President St., Tupelo................ 842-8733

Bank Of Okolona

P.O. Box 306
Okolona, Mississippi 38860

(662) 447-5403
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Elecironic

Gifits and Accessories

Boar Repair

T..l’s Boat HEI’JEII"
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Toary Janes - Ownar * 2025 John Rankin Hwy * Fultan

Building Materials

The Digital Fge
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GRASS T.V.
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Barry Girisham = Tom Moffitt

(risham Lumber & Supply, Inc.

203 West Mill Street
Blue Mountain, M35 38610
Far All Your Building Needs
Toll Free (Statewide) 1-BEB-085-9444

Bulbs, Rose and Plants

Beautiful Selection of
Jackson-Perkin Roses

= Farm = Yepatables Plants * Hanging
i Bashkats = Encore Azebses » Shrubs
e * Bedding Planis » Crepe Myrtles » Mulch

4 Clark Nursery LLC
- ERG-A East Walnut » BE2-837-1633 .
A R R .-‘.u.-"'q.u.-"q.

L, .

L, .

HESIDESTIALDONMSI ERC AL INDIUSTRIAL N 1,-
Feamily Clvmad & |dgeraied - ks, 1951 A
" ImstaBatisnRepmirs - All Trpes al Feeorg Typer
Viml ks Ty
T FREE F5 TTALATES

Clyamimilal Bran

ﬁ 842-3431
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Flooring

IT,I.'.l-\.EI'.l".
Lorewr Cainales
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?ﬂﬂ %ﬂ el TSt W
Belle WYL '

Hair Loss !

See What We Can Do

Creative

Hair
Tupelo, MS

1443 East Main 3t. * Tupelo = B42-1222

Haoime and Garden Supplies

DIRECT TILE,
CARPET & FLOORING
Tile, Carpet, and Vinyl installers

PROFESSIONAL
QUALITY SERVICE ~ ~
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
=

"

TUPELC, M5 = 662-397.7407

Cable Services

1379 PRESIDENT STREET,
Funeral Directors

(comcast.

Get vour affice moving wilh Comenst High Speed Inlermaet!

Call your ol representative wday for vour free instollation!

Sharon MeCombs
Business Account Exccunive
PH: 662-6R0-8156

W.E.PEGUES
}

Esinblished |89
Funerl Homer o Cremaiory
535 lefferson Sireet = Tupeln (662) B42.4872
THIY Miohile Sireel = Saltillo (662 Be9-2 [ 30

SIMMONS TAYLOR

Hardware & Appliances
324 Third 5t / Sherman, M5

. _II'_Iar:‘.‘lwa.rE = Fapalr Parts
bty Wha well By your usd | - Plismsng Supplies
* FOrtiEer | oorves, rafrigerators, | Gardaning Suppdes
g ErEd'_ wanghars, dryars, &lc & Paf & Animal Foosd
o » Carpantry Supplhes

et 690-9966

Call ws for your appliancs r ir

Home Improvement

¥ CARPET CLEANING

NomrnesT Meovoreny

H. . Payea TH. (G662 B44-592]
Mobile: G62-231-4223 W, DB S L N BT BN O, 2o (b2} E71-hal Fas (662} B44-0580
FLCRANE Okolona ||Landscape Services
L LAY Dl'll Co Total Lawn Care
Sl -_=_;=_-'“r Ei%%ﬂg g e Design, Build and Maintenance

Specialty C ontractors

I"heiie S62-882-2071

Fax bET-FbI-H44F

Emuail: coeane @ £l s
W efsiae: wisw Fe raeses cTim

504 Samth Spring Sleeel
F. 0 B 29
Fultan, B15 53540
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Ckolono, MS [S&2) 4475471

Feta Poland = Harry Cailing

“We're the guys and gals in the pink truck”

(662) 842-8740
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1204 NORTH GLOSTER ® TuPELO, Ms

Next to La Vino
662-841-0633

Medical

Family == Urgent Cae Onic, PA

Comprehensive Medical Care

For Your Family or Business
Appointments & Walk-Ins Welcome

1154 Cross Creek Dr.
(Next to Home Depot) I[_)e:v:,(‘ilwﬁi;lfvg
840-8010

HERNDON CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC

g&s[ good G4gauz’
New Patisnts Weleome

842-8413

Mon.-Fri. 8 - 6:30

Sat. 9-6
Sun.1-6

New Albany OB/GYN Clinic, P.L.L.C.

* Family Planning

* Complete Pregnancy & Prenatal Care
* Adolescent Care & Counseling

* Menstrual Disorders

« Infertility Evaluation

* Minimally Invasive Gynecological Surgeries

Rebecca Butler, F.N.P.

* Outpatient Surgery for Urinary Incontinence
* NOW OFFERING 4-D ULTRA SOUND

Greg Mitchell, M.D.
Board Certified
Obstetrics & Gynecology

For your appointment call (662) 534-0029

117 Fairfield Drive « New Albany, MS 38652

The Meadows

Serving senior citizens and their families

Daniel Health Care services include 24-hour skilled nursing care by
licensed and certified staff, restorative nursing programs, 24-hour lab
and pharmaceutical services, IV therapy by IV certified nursing staff
24 hours, on site x rays, on-staff medical director, care planning con-
ferences with family, psychologists on staff with behavioral manage-
ment program, Alzheimer’s Unit, subacute unit, social services, wound
care, activity programs daily, nutritional plans and counseling, EKG'’s,
respiratory therapy.

ALSO AVAILABLE: Outpatient services, on-site and off-site; occupa-
tional therapy; physical therapy; speech-language therapy and audio-
logical services.

The Meadows

Highway 25 South ¢ Fulton, MS ¢ 662-862-2165

¥ .1 be clinic that has served the
L KEIRY | i - -

f

e
]
MILY CLIMIC

sty of Hickory Flal far 30 years

15, P i unler T GIFg o
Denise Gosserr CFMP in collaboration

willi Crgckimong Cline o Mow Alhdis

NOW OPEN
Under Maw Managamean!
L olabarating with

CREEKMORE CLINIC

|

Fivly

250 OAK STREET
662.333.6387

2087 Cliff Gookin Blvd.
Tupelo, MS

Ron Herndon

Dr.

OUTPATIENT REHAB CENTER
or FULTON, INC

204 Wheeler Drive, Fulton, MS 38843
(%~ phone 662-862-3070

www.orcfulton.com

Accepting Medicare, Most Private Insurance
Health Link, Workman’s Comp

Classic Finishes
A e Paint * Flooring

* Wallcovering ¢ Blinds

Benjamin
Moore Computer Color Matching
Faints We Sell The Best

Medical (conc)

(662) 842-0366  FAX (662) 842-0811
1181-A West Shopping ® Tupelo, MS

Digestive Health Specialists, PA.

Stephen T. Amann, M.D.

BEMINE

Morgan Moving & Storage, Inc.
Call for a Free Estimate

Bronzie Morgan
Relocation Specialist

662-842-1120

“The Morgan Family has been moving

> N
AR John B. Averette, M.D.
A Barney J. Guyton, M.D.
S\ Roger L. Huey, M.D.
4 - Samuel C. Pace, M.D.
John O. Phillips, M.D.
4 : Ernest Q. Williams, M.D.
-‘ Carah W. Edgeworth, CFNP
p 4
- W. Carl Kellum Jr., M.D.
~— 1952-2006
589 Garfield Street, Suite 201 ¢ Tupelo, MS 38801
(662) 680-5565 * 1-877-942-7876

families like yours for over 50 years”

RH PLUMBING, INC.

Commercial Plumbing, Gas & Industrial Piping

RICHARD HANLON PO. BOX 417
(662) 447-3213 Okolona, MS 38860

Thank you for choosing RH Plumbing. We appreciate your business

Pressure Cleaning

DOG'S PRESSURE GLEANING
& LAWNGARE SERVIGE

b '.'\.

| .'. Weed Control (Reundup),
: o (Femee Row, Ditches, ete.)
i i~ r i FREE Quote on Houses
Ry = - | David O. Coggin
tﬁ*"..ﬂ'}q Nettleton, MS
401-9052 » 257-1445

(2 SAFEGUARD

IVINYL SIMMNG *BERICKS # CONCRETE wic.]

e

R. FRED PITTS

[l oA TH S|

P, Draveer 18K
Tupele, M3 30802

sai-tver BOD-227-068%
fb2-Rdd-0 700
fas GEZ-BE0-0T11

Bovinpw Turtionery ared Frisedopes
sy Chasc by wns Fosmm
Filing Tydsime

Fromatioral Produch

rired@guard  ney
drarn goaategisard. ceem

il Jimmy Langiey Appraisal Service
1218 West Main St.
3 P.0. Box No1

limmy langlev Tupelo, MS 38801

State Certified Residential
Business (662) 844-4624

m',::""‘ Appraiser Home: (662) 844-5258
Fax: (662) 844-4525
Cell: (662) 255-6154

Land and Residential

Pepper
. Steak Onion

Buffet To Go
Available
Beef with

Scallops

NEW HUNAN

CHINESE RESTAURANT

Tel: 842-8888 Fax: 680-5666
365 S. Gloster St. / Tupelo

WE DELIVER!

Minimum $10

All You Can Eat Buffet!
(Drive through available)

Gai Pan

Family
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Bar-B-Q by Jim

We Roast, You Boast

-_:4“ DINING ¢ CARRYOUT ¢ CATERING

T
% 4% Call-In Orders 840-8800
"}_" " "Mas  We Cater to Parties, Factories, Home & Office

Jim & Barbara Beane, Owners

203 Commerce Street, Across from Tupelo Coliseum
HOURS: Mon., Tues., Wed. 11am - 6pm ¢ Thurs., Fri., Sat. 11am - Until

| e e |
We appreciate your busmess'

GURLEY'S
RESTAURANT

125 N. Lee Dr. ® Guntown, MS
(off Hwy 45 bypass)
Carryout Available

348-2276 * 365-9595
Hours: 10:30 am - 1:30 pm Mon. - Fri.
4:00 pm - until * Thurs. - Sat.

Party Trays
for all Occasions!

1101 W. Main e Tupelo
842-3774

oot e Sy

4% Clonfer Dreck ¥Willage - Tupecls. MY LERDN
I Bda RESR . Fan Fhl| B 30 . wewewr e asenlyBaes o

GRAND OPENING Brand New Storage Facility!
SPECIAL THRU JULY! | Clean and Secure!
Get 1 or 2 Months FREE | 24-Hour Gated Access ¢ Brightly Lit
with prepaid rent!! Total Security Fence!

MAIN STREET
MINI-STORAGE

Owned and Operated by Gus Hildenbrand | _
627-A West Main Street - Tupelo - (662) 346-9966

Directly Behind Main Street Family Dentistry

SPROUSE

ROOFING

Residential & Commercial
Shingle Roof ¢ Metal Roof ¢ Rubber Rg
662-321-3112 or
662-869-3689

- FREE ESTIMATE -

Salon Services

“CUh WANEIZL” Najls ©

25 840-0000

219 Franklin Street * Tupelo (behind BancorpSouth Arena)

Thursdays a

Kids Eat FREE
MeRLISTERS

* Max 2 FREE Kids with Adult Entree * Kid's Menu Only
* 12 years and under *5t0 9 pm
¢ Drink not included

Tupelo and Corinth Location Kids Eat Free on Monday
217 Highway 30 West » New Albany ¢ 534-2700 * Fax 534-0477

Hair Care, Manicures, Pedicures, Facials,
Skin Care, Micro-Dermalbrasion, Massage,
Color Analysis & Correction

DAY SPA & SALON
662-844-3734 « 844-6204

2613-A TRACELAND DR. » TUPELO, MS 38801

Pizza Salad Bar
Spaghetti Sandwiches
Sun. 12-11 pm * Mon - Wed 11 am-10 pm ¢ Fri-Sat 11 am-11

709 Highway 145 South
Baldwyn, MS

pm |

365-7059

TUPELO UPHOLSTERY

Vinyl Tops ¢ Carpets ¢ Seats ¢ Headliner
Convertible Tops ¢ Leather Interiors

2520 S. President
Tupelo, MS
662-844-6690

Tim Kesler, Owner ¢ Free Estimates ¢ Automotive

- ELECTROLUX
“Since 1924”

e Vacuum Cleaners
e Shampooers
e Air Purifiers

FREE Pickup
& Delivery

N
518 S. Gloster ¢ Tupelo ¢ 842-2214

Wine & Liquor

2
.o VIrno

N SPIERITS

1204 North Gloster Street
Tupelo, MS 38804

PH: 662.842.4298

W INME &

FX: 662.842-4376

Sound Systems

Py

2611 W. MAIN ST.
TUPELO, MS
842-3753

SOUND & VIDEO

Systems for Business, Church, Home
Sales e Installation ¢ Rental

Wrecker Service

TUPELO WRECKER SERVICE
“Serving Lee Co. Since 1973”

e 24 HOUR DAMAGE-FREE TOWING
e HEavy Duty TOWING
¢ ROLLBACK WRECKER

840-9301 |
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Programs for Your Vehicles

Up-Fit Allowances
No-Cost Extended Service Contracts

Exclusive for Business Owners

FREE 4year/100,000 mile powertrain, A/C and Power
steering extended system service program

CASH REBATES ON RAM UPFITS

WORK TRUCK OF THE MONTH
- 4 —”-:'_.:1 ]

‘08 DODGE RAM ST
Chassis Cab, 6 Speed, Auto, Cummins Diesel,

3 year/180,000 Transmission Warranty,
READY TO WORK!

MSRP......."37,128

SALE....°31,695

*Rebates subject to change, all rebates applied plus tax and title.

stk# 820540}

SOUTH GLOSTER STREET  TUPELO  662-842-6093 * 662-840-7300
www.tupeloautosales.com

Your Business Vehicle Partner.
call Jim Brown at (662) 231-2392
Located at the Corner of South Gloster & South Green
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