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F E A T U R E D P R O P E R T I E S
Commercial Real Estate Specialists Since 1952

(662) 842-8283 phone
(662) 842-4117 fax

www.trirealestate.net

Clay Short
VP Commercial Sales & Leasing

cshort@trirealestate.net

Barry Replogle
Commercial Sales Associate
breplogle@trirealestate.net

Pontotoc

Crossroads

60 + acre Mixed-Use Development. Offers retail, hotel,
restaurant, general business, and residential
opportunities. Located at the intersection of State Hwys
15 & 176, Pontotoc.

Eason Blvd.

Longtown
Medical
Plaza

Behavioral
Health
Clinic

G
reen

S
treet

10.5 Acres in the Medical Park.
Will subdivide - Site plan available upon request.

BACK ON THE MARKET Proposed 50,000 sq ft mixed-use building consisting
primarily of professional office tenants. Other uses
include retail, restaurants, and possibly residential.

Fairpark Plaza

3,900 sq ft Available for Lease. Multi-tenant, retail or
office facility occupied by McAlister' s Deli and a Mutual
of Omaha Insurance branch. Property includes common
area restrooms and shared parking.

S.Gloster St.

n Mississippi HandMade is a shopful 
of furniture, art, fabrics and other 
works from Magnolia State artisans.

By Errol Castens
BUSINESS JOURNAL

OXFORD – Want an oak cutting
board made in Mississippi’s distinctive
shape? It’s at Mississippi HandMade.
From the pure practicality of an all-nat-
ural bug repellent named “SWAT” to
purely whimsical wooden bowls – each
with its own story – everything at Mis-
sissippi HandMade is, well, handmade,
and its creator either lives in Mississip-
pi or is a former resident.

The store, which opened in Octo-
ber 2007, is partly the brainchild of
Cain Foster, a lifelong Oxonian who
started his cabinetmaking business
years ago with “a table saw, a nail
gun and just a few hand tools,” he
said. “Had about $350 to my name,
and not a clue.”

Foster’s cabinetry has been well re-
ceived at upscale North Mississippi
homes for a decade, though, and it
was when he met fellow woodworker

Kevin
Waddell
that
they
hatched
the idea
of a re-
tail
store.

“We’d rented a little space behind
this one,” Foster said of the former
“As Seen on TV” location. “It started
out that we were going to sell cus-
tom furniture, and when we came
up with the name, ‘Mississippi
HandMade,’ people said, ‘Well,
you’ve got to sell other handmade
things from Mississippi, too.”

Quality emphasis
Waddell said people who are at-

tracted to their works emphasize
quality of life.

“These people appreciate finer
things than you can find at Haverty’s,
and they like having something that’s
the only one of its kind.”

Just what it promises …
Mississippi HandMade
n Location: 1004 Van Buren Ave., Oxford
n Phone: (662)281-1175
n Products: pottery, photography, paintings,
furniture and much more.

C. TODD SHERMAN

Kelly and Cain Foster, owners of Mississippi Hand Made, show off one of the Mississippi-shaped cutting boards that are constructed
from strips of various woods indigenous to the state. The dot at the top represents Oxford where the store is based just off the square
in downtown.Turn to PROMISES on Page 27F
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W
hen we started talking
about profiling some
companies for this issue
of the Northeast Missis-

sippi Business Journal, we cast a wide
net. 

The theme was “Made in Northeast
Mississippi,” and it didn’t take long for
us to find businesses that would qualify. 

And the qualifications weren’t too
complicated or involved – if you made
anything in the 16-county region of
Northeast Mississippi, we were open to
talking to you.

Profiling, much less listing, all the
companies that match the criteria
would be nearly impossible. And space
limitations meant we could only write
about a handful. Perhaps next year,
we’ll do this again and get another
round of businesses about which to
write. There’s certainly no shortage of
them.

Just within a short distance of our of-

fices we can found a
designer and manu-
facturer of advanced
software (Circa-
dence); a company
that provides indus-
trial lighting across
the globe (Day-
Brite/Capri/Omega);
a major furniture
parts supplier (Super
Sagless); a major pet
food supplier (Sun-
shine Mills), a major
tire company (Coop-
er Tire & Rubber)
and a bedding company that supplies
some of the country’s top retailers (Hen-
son Sleep Relief).

Then there’s Reed’s department
store, with its famous Reed’s T-shirts,
which have been around for nearly 20
years. In the last few years, Reed’s also
has started custom-designing shirts for

schools and organizations, with thou-
sands of dollars raised.

The shirts are designed in-house
and printed in West Point. Can’t get
much more “Made in Northeast Mis-
sissippi” than that. 

And across the region, we also have
the likes of Kingsford, Franklin Corp.,
NauticStar, True Temper, Lane Home
Furnishings, Kimberly-Clark, Win-
chester, Whirlpool, Mossy Oak, Ashley
Furniture, American Eurocopter and
General Atomics ... well, you get the
picture. We could go on and on and
still not get everybody.

The point is, people we know – our
family, our friends, our neighbors –
help make products in the region that
go across the state and nation. The rest
of the world for that matter.

And we’re happy to introduce some
of them to you, if you didn’t know
about them or didn’t realize they were
“local” foks.

When you read some of the profiles,
you’ll meet some entrepreneurs who
made good on their dreams. You’ll read
about a world-class company that de-
cided that this region was a good place
to be  (as others have discovered). And
you’ll read about a store in Oxford that
specializes in selling Mississippi-made
goods. 

Just think – in about two years, we’ll
be producing Toyota’s best selling
sports utility vehicle, the Highlander.
And wouldn’t it be nice if that rumored
“Phase 2” of Toyota Motor Manufac-
turing Mississippi become a reality?
But as Toyota folks have repeatedly
said, let’s get the first plant up an run-
ning first.

Yes, “Made in Mississippi,” along
with “Made in Northeast Mississippi,”
sounds as good as ever.

Dennis Seid is editor of the Northeast Mississippi Business Journal. Con-
tact him at (662) 678-1578 or dennis.seid@djournal.com

‘Made in Northeast Mississippi’ runs the gamut

Dennis
SEID

NeMissAutos.com
djournal.com

point. click. drive.
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PLAN HOUSE
P R I N T I N G & G R A P H I C S

www.planhouseprinting.com
Email: tupelo@planhouseprinting.com

607 West Main Street
Tupelo, Mississippi 662-407-0193

• Blueprinting
• Large Format
Printing
• Large Format
Scanning
• Shipping/UPS/
FedEx/DHL
• Graphic Design
• Digital Imaging
• Posters and
Banners
• Art Reproduction
• Marketing Brochures
• Trade Show Graphics
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• Free Estimates
• Competitive Prices
• Full-value Replacement Protection Available
• Sanitized® Treated Vans
• Local/long Distance
• Dedicated To Customer Satisfaction
• Climate Controlled Warehouse

www.movingsystems.com/williams e-mail: storagew@bellsouth.net

TRANSFER & STORAGE
WILLIAMS

Since 1940

621 East President St., Tupelo, MS

842-4836

n Southern Belle makes shirts 
that capitalize on life south of the
Mason-Dixon line.

BY CARLIE KOLLATH
BUSINESS JOURNAL

SLATE SPRINGS – Color rules in the
Southern Belle T-shirt factory. From the
more than 25 different shades of shirts
to the hot pink toenail polish on owner
Kim Lovorn’s feet to the electric blue
logo on the front of the company’s dirt
track race car, brighter is better.

The company, started by Lovorn in
1999, sells merchandise and attire for
Southern women, with a heavy em-
phasis on T-shirts it screenprints. The
shirts designs range from witty South-
ernisms to Bible verses to school spir-
ited phrases.

The most popular shirts are: 
• “Put your big girl panties on and

deal with it.”
• “Diamonds are nice and so are

pearls, but there ain’t nothing like a
Mississippi girl.”

• “The best part about living in a
small town is when I don’t know what
I’m doing, someone else does.”

Lovorn,
raised in
Calhoun
City and
a former
cheer-
leader
and hair
dresser, defines a Southern Belle as a
“lady born in the South, raised with a
respect for manners and a respect for
God and elders.”

The company started with four peo-
ple and has grown to 34. 

“We have worked our tails off to get
our business going,” Lovorn said,

Apparel company targets 

Southern women

C. TODD SHERMAN

Kim Lovorn, center, owner of Southern Belle T-shirt company, shows off some of her original designs with staff members at their factory in
Slate Springs.

A few of Southern Belle’s favorite T-shirt sayings:
n “When life gives you
lemons, put them in your
sweet tea and thank God
you’re a Southern Belle.”

n “All a girl really needs is
a lil bit of confidence and a
lot of pink lipstick.”

n “Skoal rings, holey jeans, a
baseball cap, worn out boots.
Southern boys are too cute.”

n “Primpin’ ain’t easy.”
Turn to APPAREL on Page 26

Southern Belle 
n Location: 816 S. Main Street, Calhoun City
n Phone: (662) 628-1642
n Web site: www.southernbellestore.com

More photos on Biz Buzz 
at tupelobizbuzz.wordpress.com
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By Dennis Seid
BUSINESS JOURNAL

TUPELO – Barry Pierce has
always had a knack working
with wood. Even at an early
age, he was already building
things and
dreaming about
the future.

“I’ve been
doing wood-
work since I
was eight to 10
years old. It al-
ways fascinated me, and I
wanted to build houses,”  he
said.

He got the chance after
graduating from Ole Miss,
working for a contractor.
Pierce also built cabinets at
night and would trade for jobs
on the side. He soon discov-
ered that people liked his
work – a lot.

“I had so much sideline
work that in 1992 I started my
own business in my garage,”
he said. 

Nearly 16 years later, that
business, Pierce Cabinets, has

grown from one
employee to 56.

And the name is
synonymous with
quality and crafts-
manship. Read a
home listing in
real estate guides

and you’ll see Pierce Cabinets
often listed as a key feature.
Builders from across the Mid-
South – and beyond – order
directly from Pierce for their
homes, offices and business-
es.

But Pierce Cabinets builds
more than its name suggests.
The company builds cabinets,
shelves, entertainment cen-

ters, toy boxes – anything that
can be made of wood, it can
custom make. It’s also a sup-
plier to the furniture industry.

“I guess you could call us a
diversified manufacturer,”
Pierce said with a smile.

And because of that, Pierce
Cabinets stays busy, even
through slower times.

The housing industry, for
example, is hemorrhaging in
many areas across the coun-
try. Northeast Mississippi has
held up well, but Pierce said
he’s seen a slight decline in

Building a dream
What began as a sideline job has become

full time for Barry Pierce
Pierce Cabinets
n Location: 2259 Graham Drive,Tupelo
n Phone: (662) 840-6795
nWeb site: www.piercecabinets.com.

THOMAS WELLS

Johnathan Parham of Tupelo applies finishing touches on a cabinet at Pierce Cabinets.Turn to DREAM on Page 27F

More photos on Biz Buzz 
at tupelobizbuzz.wordpress.com



n The Flavor Savor helps 
prevent spills and keeps 
the fizz in sodas.

By Dennis Seid
BUSINESS JOURNAL

TUPELO – With five chil-
dren, Donna and Russell Reed
have had their fair share of
spilled drinks in the living room
and elsewhere in their house.

So why not put a lid on
canned drinks, which were the
chief cause of the spills, they
thought.

And in less than a year, the
Reeds are rolling out their in-
vention, called the “Flavor
Savor.”

It’s a plastic cap that fits over
12-ounce aluminum drink cans.
Pull the metal tab off the can,
then snap the Flavor Savor over
the lid, lining up the drink hole.
On the Flavor Savor is a flap that
you can open and close.

While the Flavor Savor does-
n’t necessarily make a can spill-
proof, it does make it spill-re-
sistant.

“You also don’t have to worry
about bugs getting into your

drink if your outside,” Russell
said, “or sand in it if you’re on
the beach.”

Another plus – the Flavor
Savor keeps the “fizz” in soft
drinks.

“We’ve got a patent on it for
20 years,” Russell said.

The couple also point out
that the design and manufac-
turing of their invention is in
Mississippi.

And to push that “Made in
America” theme, the Reeds offi-
cially rolled out the Flavor Savor

at the All-America City Family
Picnic in the Park on July 4 in
Ballard Park. There, they
showed off their invention and
sold it for $2 each.

The Reeds started their ven-
ture with an initial lot of 10,000
Flavor Savors.

“We’d like to get on QVC to
sell it,” Donna said. “And we’re
also hoping to get in retail
stores like Dollar General.”

The Flavor Savor is the first
invention for the couple, and
much is on the line. For Russell,
who spent several years in the
furniture industry, it’s all or
nothing.

“I made good money what I
was doing, but I also feel very
strongly about this, and I really
think that it will be a hit,” he
said.

But getting a project off the
ground isn’t cheap, and the
Reeds had to dig deep. They also
found an angel investor in Dr.
Joel L. Rigby and his wife, Vicki,
who were convinced that the in-
vention could be a success.

“Russell has been very busy
and he’s really done all the
work,” Joel Rigby said. “It’s
amazing that he went from this
idea in his head to selling it in
less than a year. It seemed to be
a really good idea to us, and we
invested a little money to help
get things started.”

And the Reeds are dreaming
big. They have six marketing
representatives – who also work
for Capital Bedding in Verona,
where Russell worked – helping
to push the Flavor Savor.

“We’d like to see it sold by
every Coca-Cola product and
soft drink in the country,” he
said.

And what about Pepsi?
“Them, too,” he said with a

laugh. “We’ll take anybody.”
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StoreYour Stuff in
The Attic

Climate-Controlled
Self-Storage.

" Safeguard your valuables against insects and pests.

" Keep your antiques from harm of extreme temperatures.

Perfect for businesses looking to store files in a safe place.

Perfect for families needing extra space to keep
family heirlooms.

Reserve your space today.CallTheAttic at 840-5300.

1098 Cliff Gookin Blvd. (near Gloster St.) inTupelo
selfstorage-theattic.com

1210 West Main Street • Mon.-Sat. 9 AM - 7 PM
662-844-7467 • Out of Area 800-678-8541

C A N D L E S

Proudly
Hand-Poured
in Mantachie,
Mississippi

Your FactoryAuthorized Outlet
in NortheastMS

Wicks Moren’

©
D
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Wicks Moren’Wicks Moren’

• Asphalt Paving

• Decorative Paving

• Pavement Maintenance

• Sealing & Striping

(662) 844-2331
1-800-734-4412

paving company inc.

MurphreeMurphree

www.murphreepaving.com

Kids inspire couple to invent can cap
The Flavor Savor
fits over 12-ounce
beverage cans and
comes in several
colors. For more in-
formation, visit
www.flavorsavoron-
line.com

DENNIS SEID



The Blackmon
Family of

Dealerships

1410 S. GLOSTER • TUPELO • 842-3611
www.blackmonchevy.com

A DEALER YOU
CAN TRUST

3983 North Gloster Street • Tupelo, MS
662-844-1383

www.blackmonmazda.net www.blackmonhyundai.com

1701 Highway 72 West • Corinth, MS
662-287-1944

www.blackmonofcorinth.com

Meeting the automotive needs of
Northeast Mississippi with honesty and
integrity since 1985
• Service Department - factory trained, qualified experts to get the job
done right the first time
• Sales - large selection of new and pre-owned vehicles for every individ-
ual’s needs
• Body Shop - state-of-the-art equipment and experienced staff whose aim
is nothing less than perfection
• Parts - in-stock and special order
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LEE COUNTY 

Center City Market
to get Piggly Wiggly
n SALTILLO – A Piggly Wiggly grocery store is ex-
pected to open this fall in the Center City Market
development in west Saltillo.

The 20,000-square-foot store will anchor the
nearly 7-acre site being developed by Jay Shan-
non.

The development is off Highway 145 across
from the Town Creek District. A new McDonald’s re-
cently opened on the site.

Shannon said the Piggly Wiggly it will be a
“Fresh Market-style” store. Despite the description,
shoppers shouldn’t expect a wide range of organic
products. But it won’t be your typical Piggly Wiggly,
either, he insisted.

“It will have a similar atmosphere. If you’ve
been to a Fresh Market or Whole Foods or Wild
Oats, they’re very open, a lot of light ... that’s what
we’re planning here,” he said.“And it will have a re-
ally nice meat department. It won’t be your typical
grocery store.”

Proposed retail sites
for Tupelo shelved
n TUPELO –  Developers for two proposed shop-
ping centers in Tupelo have pulled site plans off
their Web sites, apparently scratching their plans –
at least for now – to enter the $1.7 billion retail
market.

GBT Realty of Brentwood, Tenn., and Abernathy
& Timberlake Investment Group LLC of Duluth, Ga.,
in the past year had been marketing their projects
to retailers and restaurants.

But with an uneasy economy, retailers have
eased back on expansions, and it’s likely the com-
panies were hearing much of the same thing.

GBT had posted signs for what it had called Tu-
pelo Crossings on Tom Watson Drive, just east of
U.S. Highway 45, but those signs are gone.

The company  had proposed a 231,000-
square-foot “power center” that would have been
anchored by a 127,000-square-foot store and a
smaller 65,000-square-foot store. Three additional
outparcels were proposed for the site, which would
have bordered the Big Oaks Golf Course.

Abernathy & Timberlake’s proposed Tupelo Ex-
change was a 450,000-square-foot shopping cen-
ter to be anchored by a 133,000-square-foot
store.

Tupelo Exchange would have sat on the west
side of North Gloster, just north of U.S. Highway
78. The area is directly across from the Tupelo
Commons retail development and south of Wesson
& Mothershed Eye Center.

Hancock looks to
emerge from Chapter 11 
n BALDWYN – Craft and fabric retailer Hancock
Fabrics is a step closer to emerging from Chapter
11 bankruptcy protection.

The Baldwyn-based company on June 11 filed
its 50-page plan of reorganization with the U.S.
Securities and Exchange Commission.

Hancock filed for bankruptcy in March 2007
after defaulting on its credit facility and falling be-
hind in filing its financial reports with the SEC.

The company has since secured additional
funding and has caught up on its filings.

In its reorganization plan, Hancock said the
company will continue to exist after it emerges
from bankruptcy. As of May 3, the company had
270 stores in 37 states and an Internet store. The
month before the retailer filed for bankruptcy, it
operated 403 stores in 40 states, in addition to its
e-commerce site.

Under the plan, Hancock – which posted sales
of $276 million last year – will emerge from bank-
ruptcy in August, according to Cooley Godward
Kronish.

Hancock said it intends to continue its existing
employee and retiree benefit policies, plans and
agreements.

Also, the plan provides for full payment of all
allowed claims, regardless of category, which
means general unsecured claimants are entitled to
their money along with secured claimants.

PONTOTOC COUNTY

Lane Furniture to close
32-year-old plant
n PONTOTOC – The Lane Furniture plant in Ponto-
toc is closing after more than 30 years in business.

The company said  that the plant, which
opened in 1976, will close during a “transition pe-
riod” from July 7 through early September.

Lane said the continuing weakness in retail fur-
niture sales affected its decision on the Pontotoc
plant.

Most of the facility’s employees have been of-
fered positions at the company’s plant in Belden.
Lane, a division of Furniture Brands International,
also has manufacturing facilities in Verona and
Saltillo.

The company said about 200 employees would
be affected by the move.

Company President Skipper Holliman said the
consolidation of production will help the company
“reduce operating costs, increase efficiencies and
maximize the capacity in our remaining plants.”

HINDS COUNTY

Toyota confident in
its Mississippi plan

JACKSON – Misao Fukuda, president of Toyota
Motor Manufacturing Mississippi, chuckled at a
meeting last month when a reporter asked if the
current economy might force Toyota to revamp
plans to build SUVs at Blue Springs.

The question was posed at a news conference
Gov. Haley Barbour and others held in Jackson to
detail plans for a Center for Manufacturing Excel-
lence at the University of Mississippi.

Fukuda was only an attendee at the news
conference and didn’t take questions. That was
left to Dennis Cuneo, a consultant for Toyota who
played a key role in locating the plant at Blue
Springs.

Cuneo assured the questioner that Toyota in-
tended to open in May 2010 and build the High-
lander sport utility vehicles as planned.

"The auto industry is a cyclical industry,"
Cuneo said. "Toyota believes in the long run this
(Mississippi) is going to be a good place to manu-
facture and build vehicles."

Daily Journal, wire reports

BRIEFING



n Hunter Douglas this year celebrated
its 23rd year of making window 
covering components in Lee County.

BY CARLIE KOLLATH
BUSINESS JOURNAL

SHANNON – For a manufacturing plant,
Hunter Douglas’ metals and distribution
center in the Tupelo Lee Industrial Park
South sure is pretty.

The lawns are manicured and visitors
must cross a stream via a bridge to get into
the building.  The 170 employees on site
also enjoy a park, complete with a walking

track, pond
and gaze-
bos. 

Inside the
building, the
lobby’s ceil-
ing is cov-
ered with

metalslats, the same product Hunter Dou-
glas manufactures for airports. The plant
and distribution floor are marked off with
columns and railings painted in a variety of
colors.

There’s even a garden outside one of the
employee entrances of the 23-year-old fa-

cility.
Even-

tually,
manu-
facturing
director
Mike
Robinson
said the
company would like to add a natural habi-
tat area on the grounds.

“We take a lot of pride in our grounds
and make it nice,” he said.

Bill Hughes, the facility’s human resource
director, said when he has potential em-
ployees in for interview, the first thing they
normally comment on is the landscaping. If
a company cares that much about land-
scaping, one interviewee said, then it must
care even more for its employees.

Hughes said he thinks the numbers
speak for themselves. 

“Most of our employees have been here
for 12 years or more,” he said. “Our
turnover is traditionally the lowest in
Hunter Douglas North America.”

The low turnover also means the facility
doesn’t have many job openings. In fact,
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Meet ‘the Mercedes-Benz of blinds’

C. TODD SHERMAN

Hunter Douglas director Mike Robinson, left, quality assurance employee Jackie Mabry, center, and employee Georgia Rogers look over a
set of window components.

Hunter Douglas 
Window Fashions
n Location: 222 Laney Road, Shannon
n Phone: (662) 690-8190
n Web site: www.hunterdouglas.com

Turn to BLINDS on Page 20F

More photos on Biz Buzz 
at tupelobizbuzz.wordpress.com
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n Roasting and blending coffees from 
18 nations, Oxford-based High Point Coffee 
distributes its goods from coast to coast.

By Errol Castens
BUSINESS JOURNAL

OXFORD – In its vigorous youth, coffee
– strong, hot and pure – fueled the minds
and pens of Voltaire, de Balzac and Pope. 

In the 20th century, the black brew de-
volved into a weak and watery mockery
of itself – an impotent imitation whose
chief benefit was providing a convenient
place to douse a cigarette.

Thomas Blanche of Oxford-based High
Point Coffee credits Starbucks for chang-
ing coffee from a commodity to a spe-
cialty, and he aspires to make his roast-
ing and distribution company a leading
competitor for the leading java chain.

“I grew up on Folger’s, but thanks to
Starbucks, they’ve spoiled us on quality
coffee,” he said.

Growing slowly
High Point is helping grow the indus-

try even more, roasting 2,100 pounds of
coffee every week at its Oxford facility
and distributing the resulting 35 coffee
types nationwide through its own coffee

shops in
Mississippi
and Ten-
nessee and
through li-
censees, gro-
cery stores,
churches, offices and high-end restau-
rants from New York to Los Angeles.

“Our goal is 100 stores in five years,”
he said. As the 52-year-old father of two
young children, however, he’s careful to
balance risk and reward: “Inch by inch,
growth is a cinch. Yard by yard, it’s hard.”

The raw coffees come in 50-pound
bags from such far-flung spots on the
globe as Hawaii, Sumatra and Ethiopia –
mountainous locales in or near the trop-
ics.

“The best coffees come from the high-
est elevations,” Blanche said, noting the
connection to his company’s name.

One recent morning, master roaster
Marci Carter manned the roaster, watch-
ing the beans turn gradually from olive
to gray to tan to a rich, dark brown. At
just the chosen moment of doneness,
she dumped the batch from the roaster
onto a broad tray. Picking up a now
cooled Ethiopian bean and chewing it,
she mused, “That’s as fresh as coffee can
get.

Coffee company strives to be the cream of the crop
High Point Coffee
n Location: Highway 7 South, Oxford
n Phone:
n Web site: www.brewhighpoint.com

C. TODD SHERMAN

High Point Coffee aster roasters Marci Carter, left, and Kyle Walker, center, along with owner Thomas Blanche, oversee the
roasting of 2,100 poiunds of coffee each week.





Chamber Connection
A CDF

A publication of Journal Publishing and the CDF Chamber Division – July 2008, 2008

The 2008-2009 CDF Ambassador’s Club
Orientation Luncheon was held June 5, initi-
ating 38 new official representatives of the
Community Development Foundation. The
CDF Ambassador’s Club is a prestigious
group of individuals, chosen from the CDF
member investors, to promote the interests
of business and the Community Develop-
ment Foundation by initiating contact with
members and non-members at CDF events,
business site visits, and other community
events. This year’s diverse Ambassador’s Club
represents banking, real estate, hotels, non-
profits, industry, retail and other diverse
business sectors.

“The Ambassador’s Club is a vital link in
helping us communicate with our member-
ship and understand the needs of the busi-
ness community that we serve,” said Barbara
Smith, vice president of chamber services for
the Community Development Foundation.
“We are excited to work with this profession-
al group of goodwill emissaries for CDF.”

CDF Ambassadors are required to serve

a two-year term during which they attend
all CDF member ribbon cuttings, ground
breakings, and grand openings. They
serve in a myriad of different volunteer
positions and help actively recruit new
members to the organization. The Ambas-
sadors play an essential part in strength-
ening communication between the Com-
munity Development Foundation and its
membership.

Ambassadors receive points for each event
that they attend or volunteer to work. An
Ambassador of the Quarter is awarded each
quarter, with an Ambassador of the Year rec-
ognized at the CDF Annual Meeting each
spring.

For more information about the CDF Am-
bassadors Club or to place your name on a
waiting list for the 2009-2010 Ambassador’s
Club, please contact Jennie Bradford Curlee
at 662.842.4521 or jcurlee@cdfms.org. To
learn more about the 2008-2009 Ambas-
sador’s Club, please visit the Ambassador
page at www.cdfms.org.

2008-2009 CDF Ambassadors Club

Pictured are the members of the 2008-2009
CDF Ambassador’s Club. Front Row: Waurene
Heflin, Beverly Bedford, Latesha McElhaney,
Sue Golmon, Jan Pannell, Julianne Goodwin.
Second Row: Ann Brazil, Jean Mooneyhan,
Jane Myers, Lauren Rhodes, Bea Luckett.
Third Row: Barbara Smith,Talmadge Ray,
Michael Addison, Carolyn Moss,Amanda
Phillips, Lauren Barber. Fourth Row: Paul
Mize, Ben Hill, Richard Carleton,Tina Powell,
Carey Snyder, Michelle Crowe, Bill McNutt.
Fifth Row: Les Perry, Jim Leeper, Rusty Cur-
bow,Toby Hedges, John Oxford. Not pictured
are: Patty Abernathy, Scarlett Fyke, Mark Hin-
ton, Brandon Holloway, Mike Maynard, Connie
Snell,Amber Westmoreland, and Marsha
Williams.

Patti Abernathy – J. Guyton Group Realty
Michael Addison – GoBox
Lauren Barber – Northeast Mississippi Daily Journal
Beverly Bedford – City of Saltillo
Ann Brazil – Snelling Staffing Services
Richard Carleton - Mall at Barnes Crossing
Michelle Crowe – Regions Bank
Rusty Curbow – Rite-Kem, Inc.
Scarlett Fyke – Watchful Eye Care Services
Sue Golmon – Coldwell Banker Tommy Morgan Realtors
Julianne Goodwin – Express Employment Professionals
Toby Hedges – Shelter Insurance
Waurene Heflin – Crye-Leike Realtors
Benjamin Hill – Renasant Bank
Mark Hinton – Community Bank 
Brandon J. Holloway – M&F Bank
Jim Leeper – Southern Diversified Industries, Inc.
Bea Luckett – J. Guyton Group Realty
Mike Maynard - Weatherall's, Inc.

Latesha McElhaney – Kelly Services, Inc.
Bill McNutt – WLM Insurance, LLC
Paul Mize – BancorpSouth
Carolyn Moss – Comfort Inn
Jean Mooneyhan – Mississippi Radio Group
Jane Myers – Wiggles & Wags Pet Sitting
John Oxford – Renasant Bank
Jan Pannell – Sprint Print
Les Perry – NMMC
Amanda Phillips – Key Staff Source
Tina Powell – BancorpSouth
Talmadge Ray – J.T. Ray Company
Lauren Rhodes – March of Dimes
Barbara Smith – Tupelo Airport Authority
Connie Snell – My Elegant Clutter
Carey Ann Snyder – WTVA/WLOV/WKDH
Bert Sparks – WTVA/WLOV/WKDH
Amber Westmoreland – Comcast Spotlight
Marsha Williams – Williams Transfer & Storage

2008-2009 CDF AMBASSADORS
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Community Development Foundation’s
Board of Directors for 2008-2009

CDF is governed by a 61-member Board of Directors. The Executive Committee is composed
of the CDF Officers and eleven additional members of the Board. CDF’s goals and objectives
are accomplished through the efforts of members appointed to committees operating under
one of CDF’s three divisions: Chamber Division, Economic Development Division, and Plan-
ning and Property Management Division.

2008-2009 Executive Committee

2008-2009 Board of Directors

Tillmon Calvert
Billy Crews               
Chauncey Godwin
Lisa Hawkins            
Shane Hooper 

David Irwin           
Guy Mitchell, III
Mary Pace                
Tom Robinson          
Jeff Snyder          

Mike Armour
David Brevard
Mark Burleson
Gary Carnathan
Mike Clayborne
V.M. Cleveland
Scott Cochran
David Cole
David Copenhaver
Billy Crews
Ormella Cummings
Byron Fellows
Tom Foy
Lloyd Gray
Rubye Del Harden

John Heer
David Henson
Dick Hill
Tommie Lee Ivy
Terry Judy
Zell Long
John Lovorn
Randy McCoy
Robin McGraw
Hughes Milam
Buzzy Mize
Chuck Moffatt
Mabel Murphree
Ed Neelly
Alan Nunnelee

Larry Otis
Greg Pirkle
Scott Reed
Eddie Richey
Cathy Robertson
Mike Scott
Bobby Smith
Terry Smith
Jane Spain
Kyle Steward
Lee Tucker
Patty Tucker
Mary Werner
Tim Weston
Markel Whittington

Mitch Waycaster, Chairman
Jim Fitzgerald, First Vice Chairman
Chris Rogers, Second Vice Chairman
David Rumbarger, President/Secretary
Jack Reed, Jr., Past Chairman

Dear Friends:

What a great looking group on
the front page! These new CDF
Ambassadors are already at work
and have attended seven ribbon
cuttings and one groundbreaking
since May 1. The CDF Ambas-
sadors continue to be vital links
in helping CDF understand the
needs of its membership. They
provide a great service to CDF
and we congratulate them!

Chartered on September 21,
1948, CDF is celebrating its 60th
anniversary this year. Special
emphasis and activities are being
planned for the week of Septem-
ber 22-26.  Watch for announce-
ments of special events in future
publications.

Nominations for the new class
of Jim Ingram Community Lead-
ership Institute are still being re-
ceived in the CDF office. If you
would like to nominate someone,
please call the CDF office.

Two networking events are on

schedule. The First Fri-
day Networking Com-
mittee, chaired by
Ellen Short, is busy fi-
nalizing the First Fri-
day Programs, which
will reconvene on Sep-
tember 5.

The Business Round-
table, chaired by

Richard Crenshaw, will meet on
Wednesday, July 23.

As always, we appreciate our
members. Please stay involved
and participate in the activities
and networking events we offer.
If you have any questions about
your membership or would like
to be a member of the Business
Roundtable, please contact Emily
Addison, Membership Director.

SMITH

Chamber focus

Vice President of Chamber Services

ATLANTA BREAD CO.
Mr. Kip Tigrett
P.O. Box 1532

Tupelo, MS  38802
(662) 844-8353

Restaurants and Catering

AVIS RENT A CAR
Ms. Risa Spears

1001 Barnes Crossing Rd., Box 400
Tupelo, MS  38801
(662) 690-6733

Automotive

MS. KATHY BAILEY/CRYE-LEIKE 
REALTORS
P.O. Box 3241

Tupelo, MS  38803
(662) 322-9355

Real Estate/Appraisers/Property Development

THE BAXTER COMPANY OF NORTH MS, LLC
Mr. James Baxter

P.O. Box 3535
Tupelo, MS  38803
(662) 842-0057

Equipment

CORINTH COCA-COLA BOTTLING WORKS, INC.
Mr. Kenneth Williams

P.O. Box 239
Corinth, MS  38835
(662) 284-4847

Beverages

CORINTH COCA-COLA BOTTLING WORKS, INC.
Mr. H. L. "Sandy" Williams

P.O. Box 239
Corinth, MS  38835
(662) 284-4815

Beverages

HOT TUBS, POOLS & MORE
Mr. Marty Keith

1715 McCullough Blvd.
Tupelo, MS  38801
(662) 840-5004
Swimming Pools

KYOTO JAPANESE STEAKHOUSE & SUSHI BAR #3
Mr. Kid Pham

1044 Commonwealth Blvd.
Tupelo, MS  38804
(662) 620-8157

Restaurants and Catering

MS. BEA LUCKETT - J. GUYTON GROUP REALTY
P.O. Box 7325

Tupelo, MS  38802
(662) 823-7653

Real Estate/Appraisers/Property Development

NATIONAL ELECTRONICS WARRANTY 
CUSTOMER CARE COMPANIES

Mr. Terry Sartin
589 N Coley Rd.

Tupelo, MS  38801
(662) 680-4101
Customer Service

PIZZA HUT/NPC
Ms. Tanya Swindle
2222 W Main St.

Tupelo, MS  38801
(662) 610-7734

Restaurants and Catering

POLAR CLIMATE CONTROL STORAGE
Mr. Jeff Michael

106 Celebrity Dr.
Tupelo, MS  38804
(662) 680-2669

Moving and Storage

SGK WHOLESALE PET DESIGNS, INC.
Ms. Peggy King

168 Westwood Cir.
Saltillo, MS  38866
(662) 869-7104

Retail and Specialty Shops

SNAP FITNESS 24-7-SALTILLO
Ms. Kelly Anderson

111-A Willowbrook Dr.
Saltillo, MS  38866
(662) 869-3181

Fitness

SNAP FITNESS 24-7-TUPELO
Ms. Kelly Anderson

549 Coley Rd.
Tupelo, MS  38801
(662) 844-7627

Fitness

STORM SAFE ROOMS OF MS, LLC
Mr. Bill Waycaster

244 CR 600
Tupelo, MS  38801
(662) 767-2839

Contractors/Construction/Building Materials

TUPELO COCA-COLA BOTTLING WORKS
Mr. Ken Williams
P.O. Box 1068

Tupelo, MS  38802
(662) 284-4859

Beverages

FAYETTE & MARY ELIZABETH WILLIAMS
2513 Savery Dr.

Tupelo, MS  38804
(662) 842-7679

Individuals

New CDF MEMBERS

FIRST STEPS WORKSHOP
Tuesday, July 15

6:30 p.m.
Renasant Center for IDEAs

BUSINESS ROUNDTABLE
Wednesday, July 23

4:00 p.m.
CDF Boardroom

FIRST STEPS WORKSHOP
Tuesday, July 29

1:00 p.m.
Renasant Center for IDEAs

AMBASSADORS QUARTERLY MEETING
Thursday,August 7

4:00 p.m.
CDF Boardroom

DATES TO REMEMBER
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Two cultures, an ocean apart, will join
forces later this month when the Japan-
America Society of Mississippi wel-
comes new members to the North Mis-
sissippi chapter. This dynamic organi-
zation of both individual and corporate
members is designed to bring together
those who share an interest in improv-
ing relations between the United States
and Japan and experience each other’s
culture.

An opportunity to learn about and
join the society is slated for Monday,
July 21 at the BancorpSouth Conference
Center in Tupelo. The meeting begins at
5:30 p.m., and the featured speaker will
be Mr. Samuel M. Shepherd, president
of the National Association of Japan-
America Societies, from Washington,
D.C. 

Applications for membership are wel-
come from both individuals and busi-
nesses in North Mississippi with an in-
terest in the Society. Privileges of mem-
bership include: a forum to exchange
information and ideas that can result in
additional commercial growth for both
Japanese and Mississippi businesses;
exposure to a wealth of individuals with
multi-cultural talents, information, and
skills; volunteer opportunities promot-
ing goodwill between Japan and the
United States; and much more. Mem-
bership applications will be available at
the event on July 21, and are currently
available online at www.jasmis-us.com.

"The formation of the North Missis-
sippi Coordination Committee for the
Japan-America Society of Mississippi is

an opportunity to broaden our global
vision while building relationships be-
tween Japanese and American cultures
and our shared business community,"
said Mitch Waycaster, Co-Chairman of
the North Mississippi Coordination
Committee for Japan-American Society
of Mississippi, and 2008-2009 Chairman
of the Community Development Foun-
dation.

Tim Weston, Committee Co-Chair-
man and Manager of Field Operations
for TVA Economic Development of-
fered, “It is important to develop rela-
tionships both socially and profession-
ally. We work hard at TVA to understand
the multinational nature of economic
development. This committee recog-
nizes the investment by area companies
in the past few years.”

The Japan-America Society of Missis-
sippi is a private, non-profit organiza-
tion serving all Mississippi residents
and Japanese nationals interested in
business and cultural issues in each na-
tion. The Society, formed in 2002,
strives to serve the dual constituency by
sponsoring business-related and cultur-
al programs on a wide variety of sub-
jects to benefit both American and
Japanese members. The mission of the
Japan- America Society of Mississippi is
to promote greater understanding and
cooperation between the people of
Japan and Mississippi and to provide a
forum for the free exchange of ideas
and information between the people of
Japan and Mississippi businesses, gov-
ernment, schools, and communities.

Japan-America Society Welcomes
Members in North Mississippi

Pictured along
with Dr. Paul Y.
Tashiro are the of-
ficers of the coor-
dinating commit-
tee of the Japan-
America Society of
Mississippi. Seat-
ed, left to right:
Mitch Waycaster,
Chairman; Dr.
Tashiro. Standing,
left to right: David
Rumbarger, Secre-
tary; and Tim We-
ston, Co-Chairman.

MABUS BIRCH AGENCY

To celebrate the grand opening of the mabus birch agency in the Renasant Center for IDEAs, a ribbon cutting ceremony was
held. Pictured on the front row are: Kirk Nunnelee, mabus birth agency; Jim Leeper, Southern Diversified Industries; Josh
Mabus, mabus birch agency; Mayor Ed Neelly; Duane Birch, mabus birch agency; David Rumbarger, CDF; Marsha Williams,
Williams Transfer & Storage; Bobbie Sue Howell, mabus birch agency; Jan Pannell, Sprint Print; Jane Myers,Wiggles & Wags
Pet Sitting; Julianne Goodwin, Express Employment Services. Pictured on the back row are: Martha Swindle, CDF; Craig Hel-
muth, Staggs Interiors; Joe Moffatt, Joe Joe’s Espresso; Mike Maynard,Weatherall’s, Inc.; Paul Mize, BancorpSouth; Wayne
Averett, CDF; Lauren Barber, Daily Journal; Carolyn Moss, Comfort Inn; Les Perry, North Mississippi Medical Center; Ann
Brazil, Snelling Staffing; Richard Carleton, Mall at Barnes Crossing; Toby Hedges, Shelter Insurance; Bert Sparks,
WTVA/WLOV/WKDH; Bill Burge, Northeast Mississippi Contract Procurement Center.The mabus birch agency is located at
398 East Main Street in the Renasant Center for IDEAs, in downtown Tupelo’s Fairpark District.They can be reached at
662.844.1733.

CDF 60th Anniversary
DID YOU KNOW?

n The Community Development Foundation was
char tered in 1948, by eight businessmen at the
Hotel Tupelo, with M.C. “Pat” Dougher ty as its f i rst
Chairman. Prior to this, se veral cr it ical e vents oc-
curred that enabled the bir th of CDF. In 1946,
George McLean, editor and publisher of the Tupelo
Daily Journal, used $40,000 raised by local mer-
chants during Wor ld War II  to bui ld a strategy to
promote Tupelo. McLean
contracted with True D.
Morse of Doane Agricultural
Ser vices in St. Louis, MO, to
de velop “The Tupelo Plan.”
In that same year, Daybrite
Lighting located to Tupelo.
The f irst CDF off ice was lo-
cated at 315 West Main
Street in Tupelo.
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SECRETARY OF STATE

A ribbon cutting was held to celebrate the grand opening of Secretary of State Delbert Hosemann’s new office in Tupelo. Pictured participat-
ing in the ceremony are: Representative Brian Aldridge; Councilman Mike Bryan; Bill Canty, representing Senator Thad Cochran; Kyle Steward,
representing Senator Roger Wicker; Jeremy Martin; Mayor Ed Neelly; Secretary of State Delbert Hosemann; Senator Alan Nunnelle; and Mike
Armour,Appalachian Regional Commission Director.The Secretary of State’s office is located at 330 West Jefferson Street in Tupelo.

Steve Braun and his staff are
bringing the latest trend in ad-
vertising to North Mississippi
and the surrounding area with
their automotive business. Tu-
pelo Tint is now offering cus-
tom wraps for vehicles, giving
business owners in Tupelo and
Lee County a new alternative
to traditional billboard adver-
tising.

“A wrap is like a huge sticker
made of a laminated vinyl that
is applied to a vehicle by our
professionally trained staff.
The number of looks a vehicle
wrap gets is phenomenal,”
said Braun. “Statistics have
shown that a wrapped vehicle
will generate at least eight
million impressions in a 12-
month period of time. There is
no better way to advertise.”  

Braun often gets the ques-
tion, “Why wrap?” His answer
is that custom vehicle wraps
are cheaper than most tradi-
tional advertising. Per his re-
search, conventional bill-
boards range from $600 to
$2,400 a month. The cost of a
“fully wrapped” vehicle is
priced at $3,500 to $4,000 and
can last up to five years with a

warranty. That averages out to
about $64 per month over a
60-month period.

“No matter where you go,
somebody is going to see your
vehicle and know what you
do,” Braun stated. “You are ad-
vertising absolutely every-
where you go.”

Although Braun truly sees
this as an opportunity for the
business community of Tupelo
and Lee county, business own-
ers are not the only ones that
benefit from wraps. Tupelo
Tint also wraps boats, ATV’s,
golf carts, box trucks, and
semi-trailers. Camouflage
wraps are very popular with
hunters. Full or partial wraps
can enhance a vehicle’s look.
Whether it is promoting your
business, dressing it out with
camouflage accents, or just
making a statement with a
high resolution picture, it can
be printed and wrapped on
your vehicle.

To learn more about custom
wraps for vehicles, contact
Steve Braun and the staff at
Tupelo Tint at 662.844.8771 or
visit their website at www.tu-
pelotint.com.

Tupelo Tint Brings Mobile Billboard to Tupelo/Lee County
Pictured, local busi-
nesses, Premier Coun-
tertops and Mississip-
pi Radio Group, utilize
Tupelo Tint’s mobile
billboard.

TUPELO YOUNG PROFESSIONALS

The June TYP event was held
at MLM Clothiers in down-
town Tupelo. Pictured,TYP’s
network during the event.
Also pictured are TYP mem-
bers, Kory Rogers and Aman-
da Wallace.To join the TYP’s,
simply send an e-mail to
TYP@cdfms.org with your
name, business name, e-mail
address, and mailing address.
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Cradled in a charming alley at 210 West Main
Street in downtown Tupelo, The Bistro on Main
has provided the citizens of Tupelo and Lee Coun-
ty with traditional French fare for the past several
years. In early fall of 2008, the Bistro on Main will
become the Bistro on Park, occupying the old Park
Heights space on the corner of Park and Jefferson
streets. While the move means more space, owner
Giovanna Azevedo promises that the restaurant
will keep its charm and that Bistro-goers will con-
tinue to receive a culinary experience like no
other.

“We are about experiences,” said Azevedo. “We
want you to sit for two hours, have a glass of wine,
and enjoy the experience and the company.”

While the new location will not have an open
kitchen as the current location, a “community
table” will enable patrons to dine inside the
kitchen and experience the sights, sounds, and
smells of the meal preparation. The “community
table” will seat up to ten diners and Azevedo
hopes that it will promote community and togeth-
erness, bringing together strangers with the com-
mon bond of food.

“People still want good food,” Azevedo said. “We
want to expand people’s palates and enable them
to try new things, but don’t require them to put on
a suit or a cocktail dress to enjoy a meal with us.”

The Bistro on Park will continue to offer unique
culinary creations and superior service to its pa-
trons. Azevedo approaches food preparation with

a minimalist ap-
proach, using all
organic meats,
local produce,
and wild-caught
seafood. Her
“continental
cuisine” fea-
tures traditional French cuisine with both Italian
and American flares. Trained at the Cordon Bleu in
France, Azevedo has worked in kitchens through-
out the world, including France, England, and all
over the United States. She has now been in Tupelo
longer than any other place in which she has lived
and she attributes this to the sense of community
that makes Tupelo a wonderful place to raise chil-
dren and own a business.

The Bistro is open for lunch from 11:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m. and dinner from 5:30 p.m. to 10:00
p.m., Tuesday through Saturday. They offer daily
specials and change the menu monthly. Cater-
ing for private events is available and Azevedo
also offers events such as themed birthday par-
ties for children, gingerbread making classes in
December, and private cooking classes by reser-
vation. Whether dining downtown before a pro-
duction at the Tupelo Community Theater, cele-
brating the birthday of a child, or enjoying a
homemade Panini at lunchtime, the Bistro on
Main is truly a unique and special culinary expe-
rience.

The Bistro on Main: 
A True Culinary Experience

Location
The Bistro on Main is located at 210 West
Main Street, Suite 103 in downtown Tupelo
and can be reached at 662.840.5550.

LAND BANK

The Land Bank of North Mississippi held a ground breaking for their new location on Tom Watson Drive. Pictured participating in the
ground breaking event are: Craig Shideler, LBNMS; Matthew Kimbrough, LBNMS Tupelo; Joe Mallard, LBNMS Tupelo; Terry Bentley, Scruggs
& Bentley Construction; Mitchell Scruggs, Scruggs & Bentley Construction; Councilman Dick Hill; Gary Gaines, LBNMS; Abbott Myers,
LBNMS; Reba Bailey, LBNMS Tupelo; Ben Beavers, LBNMS Tupelo; and Greg Giachelli, CDF. LBNMS is currently located at 618 Spicer Drive,
Suite B in Tupelo and can be reached at 662.842.1202.

MANNING GARDENS

A ribbon cutting was held on the grounds of Manning Gardens in Guntown. Pictured at the event are Jason Beasley, Renasant
Bank; Emily Addison, CDF; Les Perry, North Mississippi Medical Center; Beverly Bedford, City of Saltillo; Mike Maynard,Weather-
all’s, Inc.; Marty Stacks, Manning Gardens; Mayor Jimmy Anderson; Ann Brazil, Snelling Staffing; Amber Westmoreland, Comcast
Spotlight; Connie Snell, My Elegant Clutter; and Marsha Williams,Williams Transfer & Storage. Manning Gardens is located at 296
CR 2446 in Guntown and can be reached at 662.348.3152.

Outdoor dining
is available at
the Bistro on
Main in down-
town Tupelo. Pa-
trons may also
enjoy the quaint
atmosphere in-
side the restau-
rant.



PAGE 16 CHAMBER CONNECTION FRIDAY, JULY 11, 2008

Comcast Spotlight is touting Tupelo,
Mississippi, as a great vacation spot for
southern travelers this summer. They are
launching a new program called Travel
On Demand that will feature short, in-
formative videos on travel destinations
throughout the southern states, including
Tupelo. Comcast Cable subscribers can
access Comcast Spotlight’s Video On De-
mand Showcase, through their digital
cable box, where multiple videos from
markets throughout the South will be
available, twenty-four hours a day.

“The timing on this program couldn’t
be better,” said Chris Beachum, senior ac-
count executive with Comcast Spotlight.
“People are thinking about driving close
to home, rather than flying off some-
where for vacations this summer. The
Travel On Demand will showcase Tupelo
to people who may not have been here
before.”

The objective of the Travel on Demand
program is to engage the southern soul
with Tupelo sights and sounds, evoking a
desire to become informed, ultimately
converting the desire into a Tupelo expe-

rience befitting a southern traveler. Over
650,000 households in 18 markets across
the South will get to experience the Tupe-
lo video, and that number is growing ex-
ponentially. The travel and leisure section
that will house the Travel On Demand
videos can be found on digital cable
channel 891, and the program will be
promoted on all network channels in-
cluding CNN, USA, Lifetime, The Weather
Channel, and others. 

The Tupelo video is currently in pro-
duction, and Comcast Spotlight wants
your help. They are looking for unique,
creative ideas to showcase Tupelo as a
prime vacation spot for southern travel-
ers. Businesses may also utilize advertis-
ing space On Demand. Commercial mes-
sages will be inserted into the destination
videos, reaching the wide viewership of
Comcast cable subscribers.

For more information on the Travel On
Demand program or to inquire about ad-
vertising opportunities On Demand,
please contact Steve Mays, sales manager
for North Mississippi with Comcast Spot-
light.

Comcast Spotlight Brings Travel
On Demand to Southern States

JOE JOE’S ESPRESSO

A ribbon cutting was held at Joe Joe’s Espresso located inside the Renasant Center for IDEA’s, in downtown Tupelo’s Fair-
park District. Pictured on the front row are: Hollie Moffatt and Ivy Lauren Moffatt, Joe Joe’s Espresso; Joe Moffatt and
Natalie Grace Moffatt, Joe Joe’s Espresso; Mayor Ed Neelly; Chuck Moffatt, Select Connect; Wayne Averett, CDF; Beverly
Bedford, City of Saltillo; Amanda Phillips, Key Staff Source; and David Rumbarger, CDF. Pictured on the back row are: Jim
Leeper, Southern Diversified Industries; Michelle Crowe, Regions Bank; Laura Moffatt; Bobbie Sue Howell, Mabus Birch
Agency; Josh Mabus, Mabus Birch Agency; Toby Hedges, Shelter Insurance; Darla Webb, Northeast Mississippi Daily Jour-
nal; Deborah Tierce,Tierce Motivational Training; Lauren Barber, Northeast Mississippi Daily Journal; Duane Birch, Mabus
Birch Agency; and Tina Powell, BancorpSouth. Joe Joe’s Espresso is located at 398 East Main Street, Suite 128 in Tupelo
and can be reached at 662.823.5637.

SLEEPCARE AT FAIRPARK

A ribbon cutting was held to celebrate the grand opening of SleepCare at Fairpark in downtown Tupelo’s Fairpark District. Pictured on the
front row are: Whitney Crane, SleepCare at Fairpark; Megan McIntire, SleepCare at Fairpark; Bea Luckett, J. Guyton Group Realty; Betty
Williams, SleepCare at Fairpark; Rose Beaty, SleepCare at Fairpark; Dr. Mark Fletcher, SleepCare at Fairpark; Dr. Justin Graff, SleepCare at
Fairpark; Councilman Mike Bryan; Dr. Sam Newell, SleepCare at Fairpark; Dr.Tom Oakes, SleepCare at Fairpark; Dr. Donna Harrington,
SleepCare at Fairpark; Bette McKellar, SleepCare at Fairpark; Anita Thomas, SleepCare at Fairpark; Jane Myers,Wiggles & Wags Pet Sitting;
Waurene Heflin, Crye-Leike Realtors; and Emily Addison, CDF. SleepCare at Fairpark is located at 111 East Troy Street, Suite D in Tupelo
and can be reached at 662.844.7021.
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The Community Development
Foundation and its partners, Itawam-
ba Community College and Mississip-
pi State University, have been honored
with the Multi-Community/Regional
(population under 200,000) Award
from Business Retention and Expan-
sion International, for its workforce
training and development program,
targeting the furniture industry of
North Mississippi.

“This honor is a direct result of the
special partnership that exists between
CDF, Itawamba Community College,
and Mississippi State University,” said
Mitch Waycaster, CDF Chairman. “This
unique program has brought much
needed training to over 1,000 employ-
ees in North Mississippi and continues
to fill a great need in our area.”

The program, funded by a De-
partment of Labor Grant, was de-
signed to help the furniture industry
stay competitive in an increasingly in-
tense global marketplace. As more and
more furniture related jobs are moving
overseas to countries like China, CDF’s
objective in helping create this pro-
gram was to further train and develop
employees in North Mississippi, mak-
ing them as much of a commodity as
the high-quality products they pro-
duce.

Rather than just offering workforce
training to employees based in Lee
County, CDF and its partners made
these courses readily available to
employees from companies based in

the Northeast Mississippi counties of
Alcorn, Benton, Calhoun, Chickasaw,
Clay, Itawamba, Lafayette, Lee,
Lowndes, Marshall, Monroe, Ok-
tibbeha, Pontotoc, Prentiss, Tippah,
Tishomingo, and Union. The multi-
service training focuses on produc-
tion and supply industries through-
out the region, an area that encom-
passes approximately 95 percent of
the furniture produced in the state of
Mississippi.

“Opportunities such as this help us
further train and prepare the work-
force to meet our current and future
needs,” said Al Wiygul, president of
Bauhaus USA. “It is actions such as
this that will help keep furniture jobs
in North Mississippi.”

Business Retention and Expansion
International (BREI) is a non-profit as-
sociation of economic development
professionals who work to advance
business retention and expansion as
an economic development strategy.
BREI facilitates scientific research, in-
struction, publications, meetings, and
other activities designed to advance
and disseminate knowledge in retain-
ing and expanding existing businesses
in a given region. BREI members rep-
resent various private and public or-
ganizations, universities, private con-
sulting businesses, utilities, and eco-
nomic development practitioners from
local and state government, represent-
ing North America, Europe, and Aus-
tralia.

Area Partners Honored by Business Retention & Expansion International

Pictured at the award press conference are
Supervisor Darrell Rankin,Jamey Ready,
Hickory Springs Manufacturing; Supervisor
Joe McKinney; Supervisor Tommie Lee Ivy;
Supervisor Bobby Smith; Dr.Liam Leightley;
Denise  Gillespie,ICC; Amy Garrard,Franklin
Furniture Institute; James Williams,ICC;
David Rumbarger,CDF; and Mitch Waycaster,
CDF Chairman,is pictured at the podium.
Also pictured accepting the BREI award at
the conference in Wichita,Kansas are Greg
Giachelli,CDF; Amy Garrard,Franklin Furni-
ture Institute; Amy Bunton,BREI President;
Todd Beadles,CDF; and Denise Gillespie,ICC.

Kumiko Inden Richardson has
been named Premier Banking Spe-
cialist for BancorpSouth. In this role,
she will serve in the Premier Banking
division and will act as Japanese lia-
son for the bank. She will also work
with the Community Development
Foundation, and the community as
a whole.

Richardson graduated from Nanzan
University in Nagoya, Japan, and
came to the United States to pursue a
Masters of East Asian language and
literature at Ohio State University.
Upon completion of her Masters De-
gree, Richardson taught Japanese lan-
guage, culture, and literature at Con-
necticut College in New London, CT,
as well as the University of Alaska-

Fairbanks. Richard-
son brought her ex-
pertise to the South,
teaching the same at
both Rhodes College
and the University of
Memphis, in Mem-
phis, TN.

Richardson also
has experience in
the business world,
having worked at Noritake, a trading
company in Japan. She previously
served as an interpreter and language
consultant.

The mother of one, Richardson is
excited about this new experience
in Tupelo, representing Bancorp-
South.

BancorpSouth 
Welcomes Richardson

RICHARDSON

Please join us for the next meeting of the

TUPELO YOUNG PROFESSIONALS
Thursday, July 17, 2008
5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Joe Joe’s Espresso
Located inside the Renasant Center for IDEAs

398 East Main Street, Suite 128
Tupelo, MS  38804

Come participate in a special “get-to-know the TYPs” activity.
Sign-up for a TYP workday with Habitat for Humanity.

This is a come and go business-after-hours event.
Refreshments will be served and door prizes will be awarded.

Come network with your peers in the business community and bring a friend.
Please RSVP to typ@cdfms.org.

The 2008 CDF Membership & Manufacturing Directory 
will be available soon.
CDF members will receive a copy by mail.
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the first employee the company
hired, Roger F. Moore, still is on the
job.

Expansion in the works
And even though spots are usu-

ally full, Robinson said there might
be some new jobs associated with
the company’s recently an-
nounced expansion. Hunter Dou-
glas is adding 54,000 square feet to
its 300,000 square feet spread
throughout its buildings.

The new space will be used for a
“new business opportunity,” but
Robinson declined to elaborate.

The facility currently serves sev-
eral purposes. The metals center
manufactures and paints the top
and bottom rails that are used in
window blinds and shades. The
plant can make 130 different
shapes and has more than 400
custom paint colors.

On the other side of the metals
center is the Tupelo Distribution
Center, which serves as Hunter
Douglas’ main distribution point
for North America. More than 8,000
component and hardware SKUs
are stocked in the space and 35 to

40 full semi-trucks are filled each
week. Shipments go to Hunter
Douglas’ fabricators – facilities that
assemble the window fashion
components – in Utah, California,
New York, Georgia, Florida, Indi-
ana, Maryland, Canada and Texas.

The 40-acre site also houses the
horizontal blinds division. The
section includes about 25 employ-
ees in administration, sales and
technical support for the Hunter
Douglas brand. 

The division also does product
testing via an octagonal test cabin
built on an open field next to the facil-
ity. The cabin gets full sun and shades
are being tested to see if they fade.

Robinson said the vast majori-
ty of the factory’s sales are from
interior decorators and specialty
stores. Most orders are custom,
but he added there is a limited
display of Hunter Douglas’ prod-
ucts in the Lowe’s in Tupelo. But
in general, customers won’t find
the company’s product line in
big box stores.

“We’re like the Mercedes-Benz
of blinds,” he said, noting that he
doesn’t mean to be cocky. “Our
stuff is not cheap. When some-
one pays several hundred dollars
for blinds to go up on the win-
dows, they want to be treated
special.”
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BancorpSouth received the highest numerical score among retail banks in the Southeast (AL, AR, FL, GA,
KY, LA, MS, NC, SC, TN, VA, WV) region in the proprietary J.D. Power and Associates 2008 Retail Bank-
ing Satisfaction StudySM. Study based on a total of 19,602 responses measuring 15 providers in the re-
gion and measures opinions of consumers with their primary banking provider. Proprietary study results

are based on experiences and perceptions of consumers surveyed in January 2008. Your experiences may
vary. Visit jdpower.com.

Our Service Sets
Us Apart®

We’re pleased to be ranked “Highest Customer Satisfaction with

Retail Banking in the Southeast Region” by J.D. Power and Associates.

The distinction is a privilege. Knowing that the award

is the result of our 4,500 associates meeting and

exceeding your expectations is the greatest honor of all.

bancorpsouth.com

www.reeds.ms • lucia@reeds.ms

Call Lucia Randle, Marketing Director,
today at 842-6453 or 1-800-627-3337

to get ready for a

GREAT FUNDRAISER
USING REED’S

LIMITED EDITION
T-SHIRTS!

blinds
Continued from Page 8F
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330,000 square feet of
manufacturing or warehouse
space available for lease.

• 40 acre site with security
fencing

• 18’ to 22’ ceiling heights
• 22 Dock Doors
• 2500 KVA and 500 KVA

substations
• Bay spacing 24’x 60’
• 524 lighted parking spaces

Call Today
JOURNAL ENTERPRISES

662-678-1523
bill.hannah@djournal.com

n The restaurant offers the 
company’s “high-impact” look.

By Dennis Seid
DAILY JOURNAL

SALTILLO – Rob Hudson is lovin’ it. 
The franchise owner of six McDonald’s

restaurants in Northeast Mississippi, Hud-
son has been eager to show off his seventh
location in Saltillo.

And what a place it is, featuring the best of
the past, present and future of the storied
chain.

The Saltillo McDonald’s, which opened
last month, is the company’s new “high-im-
pact” design, featuring contemporary styling
both on the exterior and interior of the
restaurant. 

Outside, the mansard roof is nowhere to
be seen. Neither is a smiling Ronald McDon-
ald statue. But there’s no mistaking the yel-
low and red of a McDonald’s sign. And there
are dual drive-thrus, a first for any McDon-
ald’s in the area.

Inside, stone and tile cover the floors and
walls. The lighting and seating would fit into
any fast-casual restaurant. 

“It’s McDonald’s of the past and future.
The design theme is called ‘forever young,’”
Hudson said. “McDonald’s has placed and

emphasis on remaining relevant to it cus-
tomers, and this is the perfect example of
that thought.”

And what better way to illustrate that than
the McCafe coffee station that’s been set up
– another first for McDonald’s in NeMiss –
where the restaurant will offer several pre-
mium and specialty coffee products includ-
ing cappuccinos and lattes.

Casual sitting zone
Seating includes a few booths and con-

temporary stools, along with a casual sitting
zone. There’s a flatscreen TV, too, along with
two interactive sitting spaces that allow cus-
tomers to play family-friendly games on a
video screen.

“We’ve had to keep some of the workers
away from it,” Hudson said with a laugh.

Decorating the interior is artwork by Eliza-
beth Owen, a local artist.

The 3,900-square foot restaurant will have
about 100 employees to start, and the drive
thru (both of them) will be open 24 hours.

The restaurant, located off Highway 145, is
in the new Center City Market development
that will anchored by a Piggly Wiggly store
opening in the fall.

Said Hudson, “it’s all about location, loca-
tion, location. We think we can do well
here.”

‘McDonald’s of the future’

DESTE LEE

The new McDonald’s in Saltillo is located in the Center City retail development, which will be getting a Piggly
Wiggly store this fall.
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Air/Heating

“We Specialize
in Frame Work”

• Insurance Claims Welcome
• Free Estimates
• Body & Paint Repair

1875 Nelle St. Tupelo, MS

RICK’S CHASSIS WORKS

844-0260

Foreign - Domestic

BRAKE & SERVICE REPAIR
• Brakes
• Front End

Alignment
• Air

Conditioning

4006 West Main Tupelo, MS 844-1852
AUTO - TRUCK SERVICENTER
COOPER

Alignments, Brakes, Air Conditioning,
Oil Changes, Transmission Service

FRIENDLY CITY TIRE
534-7671

www .friendlycitytire.com

Where You’re Always #1

Automotive

Automotive Services

With Over 20 Years of Experience With On-Site Auctions,
Stevens Auction Has Set The Standards for Others to Follow

Professional Auction Marketing

www.stevensauction.com

P.O. Box 58 • Aberdeen, MS
We handle any kind of auction or appraisal

NORTH MISSISSIPPI LEADING AUCTION COMPANY

John Dwight Stevens, Auctioneer
Member of MS and National Auctioneers Associations

MS A. L. #349

HANKINS SERVICE CENTER

Quality Service
Bennie Hankins - Owner
629 E. President St., Tupelo................842-8733

Major and Minor Repairs
• Domestic and Imports
• Over 25 Years Experience
• Air Conditioning Repairs
• Brakes
• Tune-ups

NOTICE TO CATTLEMEN!
Pontotoc Stockyard • Highway 76 West, Pontotoc

Call 489-4385 or 213-7080

Owner-Ron Herndon
Auctioneer-Sammy Barlow

For all your cattle needs

CATTLE SALE
Every Saturday 1:00

Goats, Hogs & Horses
at 11:00 am

JON D. SHELTON, J.D.

Shelton & Associates P.A.
842-5051 or 1-888-537-5051

We handle ALL hearings, appeals,
reconsiderations, and denial of benefits.

Social Security / Disability

FREE Consultation &
NO FEE unless YOU WIN

Jason Lee Shelton
Attorney-At-Law

Shelton & Associates P.A.
218 N. Spring St.
P. O. Box 1362

Tupelo, MS 38802-1362

Fax (662) 841-1941
Email: jshelton@dixie-net.com

Phone (662) 842-5051
Res. (662) 842-5321
Toll Free 1-888-537-5051 • Licensed In Mississippi & Alabama

Attorneys

Apartments

Featuring 1, 2, & 3 Bedroom Apartment Homes
Check Out Tupelo’s Best Kept Secret

Located Directly Behind Tupelo High School
662-841-7806

144 South Thomas Street • Spanish Village, Suite 106
Tupelo, MS 38801 • 662-841-8743 • Fax 662-841-8747

rbarnett@trustmark.com

People you trust. Advice that works.
Banking and Financial Solutions

• Free Pre-Qualifying
• Approvals Within 24 Hours
• Fast & Efficient Closings

Robin Barnett
Mortgage Loan Officer
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Auctions

Automotive Services

RIDDLE HEATING & A/C, INC.
OVER 30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE • COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

Snyder St. • PO Box 987 • New Albany, MS 38652
Ph: 662-534-9611 • Fax: 662-534-2190

After Hours: 662-316-3100 • riddleair1@bellsouth.net
William Grisham • Danny Cobb • WC Grisham • Jamie Riddle

Jim Riddle, Sr.

HUTCH
BUILD • REMODEL • ELECTRICAL • HVAC

& SON
(662) 231-0175

P.O. BOX 95 • AMORY, MS 38821

STORM OR FIRE DAMAGE
REMODELING & ADDITIONS
ROOFING & VINYL SIDING

INCURANCE CLAIMS WELCOME

David Dillard Auto Service
David K. Dillard : Owner

ONE STOP SERVICE CENTER
Specializing in Transmissions * All Computerized Vehicle

Systems *Air Conditioning * Brakes * Tune Ups *
Suspension

ALL YOUR AUTOMOTIVE NEEDS

179 N COLLEGE ST
PONTOTOC, MS 38863

662-489-6664
SAME LOCATION FOR OVER 23YEARS

Bring in this ad recieve $5 off any service (exp 06/30/08)

Banks

THE LAW OFFICE OF
NICHOLAS R. BAIN, PLLC
AREAS OF PRACTICE:
• CRIMINAL DEFENSE

• DIVORCES

• DUI
• PERSONAL INJURY

516 Fillmore Street • Corinth, MS 38834
Phone: 662-287-1620 • Fax 662-287-1684

*Listing of the areas of practice does not indicate any certification or expertise therein.



Building Materials

917 S. Gloster / Tupelo • 844-5297 (South of hospital)
Mon.-Fri. 8-5

We Service What We Sell in Our
In-House Service Department

Lots of Sizes Available

PLASMA • DLP • LCD

BEGINS HERE
BIG

SCREENS
Starting At

$400

Business Directory

Electronic

Contractors

Fence

Industrial

Vinyl Fencing

IVY FENCE CO.
All Types of

Chain Link Fencing

All Types of
Wood Fencing4811 Cliff Gookin • Tupelo, MS

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL – INDUSTRIAL

842-3431

Family Owned & Operated – Est. 1953
Installation/Repairs - All Types of Fencing

FREE ESTIMATES
Ornamental Iron

IVY FENCE CO.
Family Owned & Operated - Est. 1953
Installation/Repairs - All Types of Fencing

FREE ESTIMATES
Ornamental Iron

Vinyl Fencing

4811 Cliff Gookin • Tupelo,MS

All Types
Chain Link
Fencing

842-3431

Gifts and Accessories

Funeral Directors

Industrial

Home and Garden Supplies

535 Jefferson Street • Tupelo (662) 842-4872
280 Mobile Street • Saltillo (662) 869-2130

Established 1891
Funeral Homes & Crematory

www.pegues fune ra l home.com

All Types
Wood
Fencing

• Hardware
• Tools
• Fertilizer
• Seed
• Plants
• Gifts
• Keys Made

• Repair Parts
• Plumbing Supplies
• Gardening Supplies
• Pet & Animal Food
• Carpentry Supplies

SIMMONS TAYLOR
Hardware & Appliances

690-9966

324 Third St / Sherman, MS

We will buy your used
stoves, refrigerators,
washers, dryers, etc.

Call us for your appliance repair

Barry Grisham • Tom Moffitt

203West Mill Street
Blue Mountain, MS 38610
For All Your Building Needs

Toll Free (Statewide) 1-888-685-9444

Grisham Lumber & Supply, Inc.

RESIDENTIAL-COMMERCIAL- INDUSTRIAL

Cable Services

Sharon McCombs
Business Account Executive

PH: 662-680-8156
Mobile: 662-231-4223

Get your office moving with Comcast High Speed Internet!
Call your local representative today for your free installation!

Home Improvement

PAYNE
M

AIN
TENANCE

W
E

CARE
AND

IT
SHOW

S!

CARPET CLEANING

H. C. PAYNE
(662) 871-9600

TEL. (662) 844-5921
FAX (662) 844-0580

NORTHEAST MISSISSIPPI

Complete Prescription Service
We Accept All Medicare Part D Plans

• Gifts & Fenton Glass
• Tyler Candles
• Aromatique
• Arthur Court
• Adora Dolls &

Lee Middleton Dolls

• Lenox & Gorham
China

• Ole Miss &
Mississippi State
Collegiate Items

210 West Main Street
Okolona, MS (662) 447-5471

Okolona
Drug Co.

Okolona
Drug Co.

Gifts

1443 East Main St. • Tupelo • 842-1222

Hair

Landscaping

Landscape Services

“We’re the guys and gals in the pink truck”

(662) 842-8740

Total Lawn Care
Design, Build and Maintenance

Pete Poland • Harry Collins

Banks

Bank Of Okolona
P.O. Box 306

Okolona, Mississippi 38860
(662) 447-5403

STRUCTURAL REPAIRS

FOUNDATION PROBLEMS?

License General Contractor
www.ramjacktennessee.com

731-723-5764
1-888-264-3121

• Patented Steel
Piering

• House Leveling
• Water Proofing
• Basement Walls

• Lifetime Warranties
• Structural Repairs

Of All Types
• Residential,
Commercial
& Industrial

FOUNDATION SOLUTIONS

Foundation

Treasure’s Lotion Candles
Large variety of scents to chose from!

Custom Made

Gift Baskets

for everyone!

• Pottery • Wind Chimes • Jewelry • John Deere • Balloons (Helium Available)
• Purses & Wallets • Home Decor • Hunting & Fishing Decor • Plush • Western Items

• Easels • Key Chains • Frames • Flip-Flops • Plate Hangers • Baby Gifts • Collegic Items
• Sani-Air Scents & Machines • Lots More to Choose From!

Treasure’s 310 Park Plaza • New Albany
(662) 534-7101Treasure’s

CuteTz’s T-Shirts

We have Southern
Belle T-Shirts

Market

Next to La Vino
6 6 2 - 8 4 1 - 0 6 3 3

1204 NORTH GLOSTER • TUPELO, MS
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Paint

Real Estate

Medical

HERNDON CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC
FFeeeell GGoooodd AAggaaiinn!!

NNeeww PPaattiieennttss WWeellccoommee

8 4 2 - 8 4 1 3
D r . R o n H e r n d o n

2 0 8 7 C l i f f G o o k i n B l v d .
Tup e l o , M S

, PA
Comprehensive Medical Care
For Your Family or Business
Appointments & Walk-Ins Welcome

1154 Cross Creek Dr.
(Next to Home Depot)

840-8010

Mon.-Fri. 8 - 6:30
Sat. 9-6

Sun. 1 - 6

Lee Wallace, CFNP
David W. Bell, MD

• Paint • Flooring
• Wallcovering • Blinds

Computer Color Matching
We Sell The Best

(662) 842-0366 • FAX (662) 842-0811
1181-A West Shopping • Tupelo, MS

RestaurantSpecial Care for Women of Every Age

New Albany OB/GYN Clinic, P.L.L.C.

For your appointment call (662) 534-0029
117 Fairfield Drive • New Albany,MS 38652

• Family Planning
• Complete Pregnancy & Prenatal Care
• Adolescent Care & Counseling
•Menstrual Disorders
• Infertility Evaluation
•Minimally Invasive Gynecological Surgeries
• Outpatient Surgery for Urinary Incontinence
• NOW OFFERING 4-D ULTRA SOUND

Rebecca Butler, F.N.P.

GregMitchell,M.D.
Board Certified

Obstetrics & Gynecology

Plumbing

RH PLUMBING, INC.

Commercial Plumbing, Gas & Industrial Piping

Thank you for choosing RH Plumbing. We appreciate your business

RICHARD HANLON
(662) 447-3213

P.O. BOX 417
Okolona, MS 38860

589 Garfield Street, Suite 201 • Tupelo, MS 38801

(662) 680-5565 • 1-877-942-7876

Digestive Health Specialists, P.A.
Stephen T. Amann, M.D.
John B. Averette, M.D.
Barney J. Guyton, M.D.

Roger L. Huey, M.D.
Samuel C. Pace, M.D.
John O. Phillips, M.D.

Ernest Q. Williams, M.D.
Carah W. Edgeworth, CFNP

W. Carl Kellum Jr., M.D.
1952-2006

204 Wheeler Drive, Fulton, MS 38843

OUTPATIENT REHAB CENTER
OF FULTON, INC

phone 662-862-3070
www.orcfulton.com
Accepting Medicare, Most Private Insurance

Health Link, Workman’s Comp

Pressure Cleaning

Storage

David O. Coggin
Nettleton, MS

401-9052 • 257-1445

FREE Quote on Houses

Medical (cont.)

Pick Up & Delivery

R. FRED PITTS,
PRESIDENT

506 S. Spring • Tupelo

666666662222----888844444444----6666111166663333

17 Years Experience
“Since 1988”

OOOOFFFF TTTTUUUUPPPPEEEELLLLOOOO IIIINNNNCCCC

S•A•F•E
STORE

Specializing in Storage For:
Medical Records

• Accounting Records
Legal Records

• Manufacturing Records
Architectural Records

Daniel Health Care services include 24-hour skilled nursing care by
licensed and certified staff, restorative nursing programs, 24-hour lab
and pharmaceutical services, IV therapy by IV certified nursing staff
24 hours, on site x rays, on-staff medical director, care planning con-
ferences with family, psychologists on staff with behavioral manage-
ment program, Alzheimer’s Unit, subacute unit, social services, wound
care, activity programs daily, nutritional plans and counseling, EKG’s,
respiratory therapy.
ALSO AVAILABLE: Outpatient services, on-site and off-site; occupa-
tional therapy; physical therapy; speech-language therapy and audio-
logical services.

The Meadows

The Meadows
Highway 25 South • Fulton, MS • 662-862-2165

Serving senior citizens and their families

Moving

662-842-1120

BronzieMorgan
Relocation Specialist

Call for a Free Estimate

“The Morgan Family has been moving
families like yours for over 50 years”

Restaurant

NEW HUNAN
CHINESE RESTAURANT

Tel: 842-8888 Fax: 680-5666
365 S. Gloster St. / Tupelo

WE DELIVER!
Minimum $10

All You Can Eat Buffet!
(Drive through available)

Pepper
Steak Onion

Buffet To Go
Available

Beef with
Scallops

Chicken
with Broccoli

Combo Moo Goo
Gai Pan

Happy
Family

250 OAK STREET
662.333.6387

Nursery

Golding Nursery
& Landscape

Complete Stock of:
• Shrubs • Bulk Mulch

• Plants and Trees

840-1697

899 Kings Hwy.
Furrs Community
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Pizza
Spaghetti

Salad Bar
Sandwiches

Sun. 12-11 pm • Mon - Wed 11 am-10 pm • Fri-Sat 11 am-11 pm

709 Highway 145 South
Baldwyn, MS 365-7059

Upholstery

Storage

Vacuum

TUPELO UPHOLSTERY
Vinyl Tops • Carpets • Seats • Headliner

Convertible Tops • Leather Interiors

Tim Kesler, Owner • Free Estimates • Automotive

2520 S. President
Tupelo, MS

662-844-6690

“Since 1924”

518 S. Gloster • Tupelo • 842-2214

• Va c u u m C l e a n e r s
• S h a m p o o e r s
• A i r P u r i f i e r s

FREE Pickup
& Delivery

Wine & Liquor

Tupelo and Corinth Location Kids Eat Free on Monday
217 Highway 30 West • New Albany • 534-2700 • Fax 534-0477

• Max 2 FREE Kids with Adult Entree
• 12 years and under
• Drink not included

Thursdays at

• Kid's Menu Only
• 5 to 9 pm

Hair Care, Manicures, Pedicures, Facials,
Skin Care, Micro-Dermabrasion, Massage,
Color Analysis & Correction

DDAAYY SSPPAA && SSAALLOONN

666622--884444--33773344 •• 884444--66220044
2613-A TRACELAND DR. • TUPELO, MS 38801

The Creative TouchThe Creative Touch
1204 North Gloster Street

Tupelo, MS 38804

PH: 662.842.4298FX: 662.842-4376

Salon Services

Restaurant Restaurant

840-0900662
219 Franklin Street • Tupelo (behind BancorpSouth Arena)

FULL
SERVICE
SALON
& DAY
SPA1101 W. Main • Tupelo

842-3774

SOUND & VIDEO
Systems for Business, Church, Home

Sales • Installation • Rental

2611 W. MAIN ST.
TUPELO, MS
842-3753

Sound Systems Wrecker Service

1806 E. MAIN STREET • TUPELO

“Serving Lee Co. Since 1973”

• 24 HOUR DAMAGE-FREE TOWING

• HEAVY DUTY TOWING

• ROLLBACK WRECKER

840-9301

627-A West Main Street • Tupelo • (662) 346-9966
Directly Behind Main Street Family Dentistry

Owned and Operated by Gus Hildenbrand

203 Commerce Street, Across from Tupelo Coliseum
HOURS: Mon., Tues., Wed. 11am - 6pm • Thurs., Fri., Sat. 11am - Until

We Roast, You Boast
DINING • CARRYOUT • CATERING

Call-In Orders 840-8800
We Cater to Parties, Factories, Home & Office

Jim & Barbara Beane, Owners

Party Trays
for all Occasions!

Roofing

MAIN STREET
M I N I - S T O R A G E

Brand New Storage Facility!
Clean and Secure!
24-Hour Gated Access • Brightly Lit
Total Security Fence!

GRAND OPENING
SPECIAL THRU JULY!
Get 1 or 2 Months FREE

with prepaid rent!!

SPROUSE
ROOFING

Residential & Commercial

662-321-3112 or
662-869-3689

- FREE ESTIMATE -

Shingle Roof • Metal Roof • Rubber Roof

CCoommee JJooiinn uuss && eennjjooyy aallll tthhee nneeww eexxcciittiinngg
tthhiinnggss hhaappppeenniinngg aatt CCyypprreessss GGrriillll!!

Open Thanksgiving
11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

“Never the same buffet twice” Sunday food bar
extravaganza 11-2 • Featuring homemade desserts, mega

salad bar, entrees, vegetables, chocolate dipped
strawberries, and deviled eggs!

Also check our our new menu, prices and lunch specials!
Under New Management.

With over 40 years experience!
Guy Jenkins - General Manager

Martha Jenkins - Chef
650 Park Plaza Dr • New Albany, MS 38652

662-534-4448
For catering call

662-213-3151

Lunch
Tuesday - Friday 11-2

Sunday 11-2

Dinner
Thurs. - Fri- Sat. - 5-9
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B&B CONCRETE
CO., INC.

email@bbconcrete.com

130 N. Industrial Rd. • Tupelo, MS 38802
842-6312 • Dispatch: 842-6313 • Fax: 842-6327

“Serving North Mississippi Since 1949”

Residential • Commercial • Industrial
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adding that her husband, Kelly
Lovorn, thought she was “crazy”
when she pitched the Southern
Belle idea to him.

Southern Belle now has four
printing facilities in Eupora,
Magee, Slate Springs and Var-
daman. And, it has its own retail
store in Calhoun City, yet the
bulk of the business is whole-
saling and mail orders from
SouthernBelleStore.com.

The company capitalizes on
its Southern roots. Southern
Belle’s more than 100 retailers
in eight states are greeted in
letters with a “Hey, Y’all.” 

“They love our accents,”
said Rhonda Williams, South-
ern Belle’s office manager.

The 5,000-square-foot facil-
ity in Slate Springs has 13 em-

ployees who can churn out
shirts in more than 150 de-
signs. Kim Lovorn comes up
with many of the sayings – “I
thought of one in the tanning
bed last week” – and inspira-
tion comes from everywhere.

The designs are done in-
house and are sketched at a
picnic table on the work floor. 

A different look
However, Southern Belle’s

operations look different from
the majority of other manu-
facturing facilities in NeMiss.

Most notably, the vast ma-
jority of the employees are fe-
male. They go to work
dressed in Southern Belle
shirts and Southern Belle flip
flops are a popular footwear
choice during the summer.

And true to form, you won’t
see any unpainted toenails in
the factory. Pedicures aren’t
mandatory, but Kim Lovorn

said she has joked with her
employees about “doing
something with them feet.”

“It’s all women and you can
tell,” said a laughing Kelly
Lovorn, who also is vice pres-
ident of the company.

Volume has been growing
so rapidly that he said South-
ern Belle has had to find ad-
ditional shirt suppliers.

Kim Lovorn has plans for
growth in the future, too. She
talks of adding a line geared
toward men and working on
expanding her national sales
base. 

“I want to do things for
northern people,” she said.

Southern Belle has sponsored
one concert and there are plans
for more. The company also spon-
sors two dirt racing teams and
Kim Lovorn  is dreaming bigger. 

“It’s my goal to be a spon-
sor of a NASCAR car,” she
said. “I love it.”

Apparel
Continued from Page 4F
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A little bit of everything
Other crafts represented are

as diverse as hammered cop-
per bracelets, bistro tables and
stools, and old-fashioned
wooden toys.

“What we wanted to do was
provide crafts pretty much from
natural materials, like Ray Mor-
ton’s bowls,” said Foster’s wife,
Kellie, who manages the store.
“He takes flawed wood and ...

creates something of art.”
Millie West brings her experi-

ence and connections as for-
mer owner of Southside
Gallery to the store.

“We have everything from
soap makers to toymakers to
potters,” West said. “I’d say we
probably have 40 artists.” At
least weekly, new artists and
craftsmen bring their portfolios
and samples in hopes of win-
ning a place in Mississippi
HandMade.

The store has also become
absorbed into the Lafayette-
Oxford-University arts com-

munity. Recently, for in-
stance, it hosted a cast party
for the Oxford Shakespeare
Festival.

“It’s a lot of work to make
something like this happen,”
said West, herself a theater
major. “But it’s a lot of fun.”

There is just one import in
Mississippi HandMade.

“The hand in our logo is by a
Cuban artist named Joel Jover,”
West said, noting that the re-
sulting T-shirts are one of the
store’s most popular items.
“We’re giving him artist’s
rights.”

Promises
Continued from Page 2F
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home building, which natural-
ly impacts his business.

“The good thing is that a lot
of people are remodeling, and
we’ve seen it pick up there
quite a bit,” he said.

To help remodelers and new
home builders alike, Pierce
Cabinets also has a a show-
room attached to its 46,000-
square-foot facility on Graham

Drive. The showroom features
the company’s cabinets, of
course, along with counter-
tops and a full range of Viking
appliances. 

“When you come in, we’re
your one-stop shop,” Pierce said.

Growing quickly
In the early years of the com-

pany, Pierce admits that the
business was almost too much
to handle. For some, it would
seem to be a good problem to
have, especially if you’re build-
ing a base of customers.

“There were times when
there was just too much going
on,” he said. “We just grew so
quickly. We rented a building
the first seven years and we
simply outgrew it and we
bought our own facility.”

With the new building came
more business – and more em-
ployees. But the mission of the
company hasn’t changed.

“It’s about quality, design
and attention to detail,” Pierce
said. “We always try to be on
the cutting edge of what’s new
and to give our customers
what they want.”

Dream
Continued from Page 5F
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CHASSIS, QUAD CAB, 5.7 L V8 GAS
AUTOMATIC, AIR & CRUISE

CLIENTS DEPEND ON YOU. YOU DEPEND ON US.CLIENTS DEPEND ON YOU. YOU DEPEND ON US.CLIENTS DEPEND ON YOU. YOU DEPEND ON US.CLIENTS DEPEND ON YOU. YOU DEPEND ON US.

stk# 718250

2007 DODGE RAM

ALL-NEW
SPRINTER VAN

MSRP....................$28,415
SELL PRICE...........$22,800

LESS - $90000 UPFIT ALLOWANCES....
$21,900*

*Plus tax and title.

WORKTRUCKOF THEMONTH!

www.tupeloautosa les.comSOUTH GLOSTER STREET • TUPELO • 662-842-6093 • 662-840-7300

Programs for Your Vehicles
Up-Fit Allowances
No-Cost Extended Service Contracts

Exclusive for Business Owners
FREE 4year/100,000 mile powertrain, A/C and Power
steering extended system service program

CASH REBATES ON RAM UPFITS

Your Business Vehicle Partner.
Jim Brown at (662) 231-2392

Located at the Corner of South
Gloster & South Green


